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ECTION I. 
_- Wa Hough I have freſh in 


Memory not a few 
Pregnant Inſtances 
of the Danger, and 
Unſucceſsfulneſs, ac- 
3 companying Generous Attempts 
Foun ro 
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ro ſtem the Tide of a Popular 
Prejudice; though I am well a- 
ware of the odious Scandals, and 
Reflections, thar are ſtill heap'r 
upon ſuch as preſume to work a- 
oainſt the Grain of a Yulgar Cas 
price; or to be {o unfafhionably 
Singular, as not to tune up their 
Zeal a Note above (Ela) the 
Higheſt in the Gamut : Nay, 
though I am ſenhibly Conſcious 
of my own great Inſufficiency, as 
well in point of Perſonal Abili- 
ties, as of a Competent Acquain- 
rance with the Privacies of the 
Cabinet, and the lels Secret Reſo- 
lutions and Tranſactions of State : 
. Yet, being ſtrongly of Belief, that 
the pretended Letter to a Perſon 
of Flonour, concerning the Black 
3BOr. is 2 Libel of a Quality ſo 
tranſcendantly Lewd, that Hell 
(per- 
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(perhaps) never Diftated, Mey- 
cenary Scribled, nor Light Beheld 
2 more Villanous ; that almoſt 
every Page of ic is ſtuft't with 
Treaſon, and each individual Pa- 
ragraph with the ranckeſtFalſhood, 
Sedition, Inſolence, Slander, and 
Detraction, that can be imagin'd 
and that, in the Original Intent 
of it, it was expreſly Calculated 
for the Deſtruction of the Beit 
Prince, the Subverſion of the Beſ# 
Government, - the Extirpation of 
the Pureſt Religion, and the Be- 
ing, or rather Name it ſelf, of 
the Hajpyeſt People this Day un- 
der the Cope of Heaven : I am 
irrefiſtibly hurry'd-on by Impul- 
les of Duty and Allegiance, (ſince 
Broader Shoulders do not enter the 
Liſts) to take up the Gamlet, and 
endeavour, what in me lyeth, to 
A 3 Con- 
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Condemn this Proſtitute to ſuffer 
by a Weak Hand; fo effetual- 
ly to Conjure down this Evil 
Spirit, Excinguiſh this Glarms Co- 
met, thar it may never again Ap- 
pear to the Frightment and An- 
noyance of the Peaceable ; to An- 
tidote the Poylon, and ſtop the 
Peſtilential Influence of this Vi- 
perous Impoſtor, by Unmasking and 
Blazoning him in his Proper Co- 
lours, to the Eye of the World. 
And ſo very ſecure am I in the 
Uprightnels of my Heart, and 
the Innocence of my Meaning ; 
that I do as little apprehend, as de- 
ſign any ſort of Offence, Heyeby, 
to the Honeſt and Sober : Be- 
ſide that, if in an Ave which ſeems 
to have Epicomiz” d all the Wick- 
edaeſs of former Times, and 
where Vice is in the Full, View? 
in 
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PRECCeECeEAA 


in the Wan; if, in a Nation 
where Extremity preſcribes to all 
Proceedings, and where Paſſions 
are inflam'd, Parties prepar'd; 
and all manner of bad Humors 
fatally predominant, Pamphlets of 
this Diabolical Purport be ſuf- 
fer'd to ſtalk about, without a 
Brand of Publick Infamy, and ir 
{ſhall become unſafe tor the Friends 
of the Conſtitution ro Combat the 
Enemies of it; There will ſoon 
(I fear me) be roo much Rea- 
ſon to dread? a Relapſe irito the 
fame Abyſs of Calamities, where- 
in, by our Sins and Follies, we 
were ſo lately, ſo deſperately 
plung'd ; a Repetition of all the 
Miſeries, and Violences, that by 
the Army, the Rump, and other 
Architefts of our Slavery, were 
brought upon us in the Dayes of 

A 4 Fiery 
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Fiery 'Tryal ; that our Temples 
will be turn'd into Stables, Fonts 
into Horſe-Troughs, and Altars 
Sacrilegiouſly protan'd by the 
Hot-headed Fanatick; that the 
Bread will be torn out of our 
Childrens Mouths, our Subſtance 
devour'd, our Wives and Daugh- 
ters Raviſh'd before our Eyes, 
by the Hireling Soldier ; that our 
Laws and Liberties will lye ago- 
nizing, at the Foo of Faftion and 
Tyranny; and thar we muſt again 
deliver up our ſelves to be Tenants 
in Courteſie for all we have, to a 
Knot of Beggarly Raskals, back'r 
with the Sword. | 
Now, to gratify a Curioſity that 
it would be Impolitick to diſob- 
lige; to make it evident, that I 
deal frankly, and give my Ad- 
verſary fair Play, the very Me- 
| tzod 
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thod alſo of my Diflection ne- 
ceſſarily requiring is; Ihave ven- 
eur'd ro Print this Comnterfeit of a 
Letter verbatim, and art large, 
and to Expoſe it, together with 
my Little Remarks, to Open Gen- 
ſure: And This too, in Confi- 
dence that, (how much ſo ever 
the Truth may have ſuffer'd by 
ſo feeble a Patronage, yet) thus at- 
tended, the Snake will endure to 
be familiarly approach'd and 
handl'd, without Harm, from his 
Sting 7 that Good Men muſt needs 
hold this vile Pmpoſture in an 
Abhorrency and Deteftation, e- 
qualto its Deſerts; and that the 
People, (for fuch, and no other, 
are the Ends propoſed, in T his 
Publication) upon ſo full a View 
| of the Traps and Snares, thus 
' craftily laid for their Peace and 
Well- 
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Wellfare, will be more Cautious, 
than Heretofore, how they follow 
each Flaſh of Wild-Fire, and dance 
after every New-Whiſtle ; will not 
ſacrihce all their preſent Comforts, 
to an Eager and Penlive Sollici- 
ration for Uncertainties; but, for 
what's to come, leſs anxiouſly de- 
| pend upon the Sufficiency of an 
Almighty Providence, and the E- 
minent 'Prudence and Goodneſs of a 
Gracious Sovereign. The Lt- 
bel begins Thus. 
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$S E © Il. 
LETTER. 
My Low, 


OU are pleaſed to command me, to 
Y grve you ſome Account of the Foun- 

dation of that Report, which hath 
arrived with You concerning a "lack 
or ; and withal, to let you know 
how Sir Gilbert Gerard acquitted him- 
ſelf at his Appearance before the KING, 
and Council, iz reference to that Af- 


fair. 


ANSWER. What Firmneſs or 
Stability can fairly be hop'd from a 
Buildinz, the Foundation Whereof is 
laid in the Saud? What Truth or In- 
tegrity from the Sequel of a Diſcourſe, 
that 1s /ztroduc'd by an Egregious 
Fality? And that ſuch is the Caſe. 
Here, Morality exaQts a Cn, 

| an 


The Jmpoſto2 Expos'd, I, 


and is in Reſaon manifeſt: For, Could .: 
there be a more Heinous Afront to 
the Statute de Scardalis Mar natum, to 
the whole Body of the True Engliſh 
Peeraze, than to {ſuppoſe any one Mem- 
ber of it ſo Regardleſs or Inſenſible of 
the Pulſes of Faith and Honour, as 
either to command or conceal a Let- 
zer of this Villainous Drift, together 
with the Perzer of it? So Perfett a 
Stranger to the very Efſentials of his 
Charafter, as to be new to learn, Thar 
It is greatly below the Generolity of 
ſuch Blood, as derives from the Senſe 
of Martial Proweſs, and Heroick At- 
chievments (the Original of Arms and 
Heranldry) to entertain ſo much as a 
Thought of Advancing it ſelf upon 
any Unworthyer a Bottom, than that 
of pure Merit; and infinitely fo, up- 
on the Ignoble Motives of ar Invidi- 
ous Maceration at the Preferment of 
others, or a-loſs of its proper Preten- 
ſions, at one and the | time, to 
. abandon its own Allegiance, and la- 
bour to debauch the Unwary into 
the Service of its Luſts, and Animo- 
lities, 
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- - fities, ſhrouded under the Plauſible 


Banner of Liberty and Refonmation? 
Nay, fo little edify'd by a View of 
the Diſmal Rewards in all Ages, and 
as well by the Help't, as the Harm'd, 
collated upon Perfidious T raitors, (who 
have ſtill Expir'd by the Sword, the 
Ax, or the Halter) as not to be fully 
convinc'd, that Loyalty is both his Du- 
ty, and his Intereſt ; that his Weal or 
Woe is intirely bound .up (as the /vy 
to the Oak) in that of his Prixce, (the 
Fountain of Honour) & that any War- 
ping from the Rule, muſt neceſſarily 
either proſtitute him to the Inſolen- 
Cies of his Inferiors, rais'd by an U- 
ſarper to curb, and awe him ; orelſe, 
under a Common-wealth (to which, E- 
quality of Degree 1s incident) reduce 
him to a Level with the Lacquay, 
to a Parity with the Mechanick ? So 
that, had not a Principle of Self-Pre- 
ſervation, that Vulgar Maxim of the 
Order, Never appear before the Eleventh 
Hour, even in Succeſsful Rogueries, and 
the Palpableneſs of the Chear it {elf 
(which, without a Plaulſible com 
C0 
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could not have been Proof even again(t 
the weakeſt Eye) over-rul'd and con- 
fin'd the Whim: of this will with a wiſp, 
and render'd ſuch a Pretence of Ab- 
{ſolute Neceſhty ; ſo Volatile a Pol:- 
ticaffor would undoubtedly have 
left the common Road of Dedicating 
Hereſie and Sedition to this or rother 
nameleſs Lord or Lady; and, in imi- 
ration of the more afſuming Merce- 
naries of the Quill, addreſs'd this O- 
ver-grown Epiſtle of his to the az 
in the Moon, or the Mayor of Quintn- 
borough. 


LET. As to the Firſt, 1 muſt crave 
Leave to diſtinguiſh betwixt what ic Ma- 
ternal 1 that Buſineſs, and what i meer- 
ly Circumſtantial, and ferveth only by 
way of Purad. 


ANS. Were not this notable S-- 
phiſter perverily bent ro abuſe his Ta- 
lent to the prejudicing of the Truth, 
nothing leſs could be expected from 
the Maſter of much Method and Di- 
ſ{tinQtion, than a Deciſion to a Hairs- 
breadth 
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breadth of the weighty Controver- 
ſies touching the Number of the Pre- 


' dicaments, Predicables, Cauſes, and 


Figures and Moods of Syllogiſms ; touch- 
ing the Preference of an Ever or Odd 
Number, the PerfeCteſt between 
Three, Six, and Ten, and God's Abi- 
lity to have Created the World with- 
out Their Aſhſtance ; about the Di- 
ſtinguiſhing and Order of Conſtruing 
the Parts of Speech, and (to couple 
greater Trifles with leſs) the words 
from, through, i, unleſs, until, &c. that 


have occaſioned ſuch unhappy Schiſms 


and DiſtraQions in the Church ; the 
Number of the Pronouns, and whether 
Gerands are Nouns or Verbs: touch- 
ing the Right Qzadratare of the Circle, 
the LZize truly Equal to the Side, the 
Number of the Spheres, Their and the 
Fixt Stars Motion ; In Brief, the in- 
numerable alike furious, and impor- 
tant Diſputes of the Schools. And 
indeed, ſuch were an Exerciſe infinite- 
ly more Congruous to the Genius and 
Capacity of this Dapper Letterato, 
than his preſent Employment of _ 

CY + 
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bler-General of Rhapſodies of Prag- 
matick Smatterings upon the Points 
of the Succeſſion of Crowns, and the 
Powers and Prerogatives of Kines and 
Parliaments. 


LET. Yowr Lordſhip, whoſe Cor- 
verſation hath given you great Advan- 
#ages of knowing the Reports of the 
World, in relation to the KIN G's Ma- 
7zage with the Duke of Monmouths Mo- 
ther, can eaſily recollet, that there was 
never ſo much as a Suggeſtion given out 
eill of late, of any ſuch thing as a Black © 
Bot, nor of 4 writing importing a © 
Contratt, conſigned by the late Lord of © 
Durham to the Cuitody of Sir Gilbert 
Gerard. 


' ANS. 1 gain-fay not, that by im- 
pudently Publiſhing in Print the Zer- 
ter, he would have us beheve, he 
ſent to I know not what Nobleman, 
he has undenyably made good his Sub. 
ſcription of Tour Lordſhips mot Humble 
Servant : But only take notice, that 
he had ſo much Sight in his Malice, 


as 
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; as'to forget to pleaſure us with an 
' Aſſurance, whether his Lordſhip could 


unbethink himſelf as he would have 
him, yea, or no: So that I eannor 
be ſaid to paſs a Contradidtion upon 
his Hozour, in affirming, That the 
Rumour of a certain Biſhop's Marry- 
ing the X. to Mrs. w. bears exactly 
the ſame Date with the Report of the 
Marriage it ſelf, and Both derive from 
the Critical Minute of the D. of T's 
refuſing to Take the Oaths, according 
to the Form of a Statute of Car. 2. 
Neither 1s this an Aſlertion at Ran- 


' dom, or without Warrant ; for &-- 


thard Green, in fol. 2. of his Narra- 
tive of the Popiſh Maſſacre, is poſitive, 
that ſometime before Feb. 1672. or 5. 
he us'd theſe Words to one Mr. Boy- 
er of Hereford-ſhire, viz. The Duke 
of Monmouth #& Legitimate, for Ar. 
Benge of Pembridge t0/4 Me, That 
a very Honeit Gentleman, (as Honeſt as 
Sir G. G. bimfelf) zold Him, That 4 
Biſhop told Him, He Marryed His Ma- 


| Jeſty ro the Duke of Monmouth's 240« 


her. Upon which Paſſage, Dr. Torge 
B (bp 
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(by whoſe Permiſſion the Book was 
{et forth, and whoſe juſt Praiſes it live- 
ly Exhibits)refleQs thus: Here t may be 
noted (layes he) by what falſe, ſiye, and 
pernicious Inſinuattons, and Suggeſtions, 
the Jeſuits ſowe the Seeds of Sedittion 
and Rebellion in the Minds of Simple, 
and well meanins Perſons. of all Degrees ; 
as here, in the preſent Caſe, pretending 
and raiſing Falſe Titles to the Crown, 
and thereby dividing the Loyal Subjeits 
thereof into Bloody Feuds and Refoluti- 
ons; which Prattices are dangerous to 
the Kingdom of England, above all 0- 
thers, &c. I cannot pals over another 
remarkable Period in Fol. 4. of the 
ſame Parphlet, tho it be fome-what leſs 
pertinent to the Matter in Hand ; vzz, 
1 omitted This (meaning a Papiſt's in- 
timating the long Prcrogation in 167+. 
to have been made purely in T herr Fa- 
vour) 0x purpoſe, becauſe 1 look't upon 
zt to be one of their Jeſuitical Forge- 
ries, whereby they thought to Encourage 
Proteſtants that were but weak-principled, 
#o become their Proſelytes; and alſo to 
animate and provoke to Rebellion 4gainff 
the 
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the King's Sacred Perſon, and the E- 
ſtabliſh't Government, all thoſe Phana- 
tical Parties, which they by their Buſy, 
Subtle, and Dexliſh Policies, have torn, 
rent, and divided from our Communion : 
A very ſad Effect whereof appears in 
Scotland ; 7 pray God grant, that it 
may not be as a Shower of Rain, to cauſe 
their Seeds of Rebellion to ſpring or grow 
up here in England, &c. Now might 
a great deal fairly be inferr'd from 
theſe Particulars, thus Solemanly and 
Circumſtantially deliver'd; but I 
chuſe rather to leave every Body to 
the Freedom of his own Thoughts : 
eſpecially ſince they ſpeak plain and 
home enough, at leaſt to the Purpoſe 
I produc'd them, without Comment 
or Expoſition. And truly, whea I 
call to mind the Diſcouragement theſe 
Sheets met with, and that the Buſi- 
neſs of the Black 2159x was brought 
into Play upon the very. Inſtant of 
their firſt appearing abroad, I cannot 
(for all this Zetter-7ar's Notions) but 
be ſtrongly of Conceit, that it was 


! from T hem chiefly, that thole neceſ- 
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fary Inquiſitions into fo flagitious'and' 
dangerous a Forgery, took their main 
Riſe. Burt the Perfons intereſted in 
the Midwifing of them into the 
World, are Competent Judges of the 
Value of this ConjeCture. 


LET. Ad, had there been any thing 
of that Conſequence committed to, and 
entruſted with Him, he is both a Perſox 
of that Honour and Conuraze, as to have 
dard to have Own'd ard Jutify'd it ; 
and 4 Gentleman of that Diſcretion and 
wiſdom, that he would &re this have ac- 
quainted the Parliament with #8, to 
whom both the Cognizance and Deciſion 
of a Matter of ſo Grand Importance, do 
properly belong. 

AN S. Sir Gilbert lives not amongſt 
fo very bad Neighbours, as to ftand 
in need of any ſuch Py-bald Com- 

lement; beſide that, he has too 
ender an Opinion of Flaſhy Pratings, 
and Grammatical Pedantries, not' to 
book upon all this Smut from fach a 
Fift, to be a molt Scandalous Indig- 
nify : Eſpecially knowing- ſo well "- 
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he does, that the Good word of Yarlets 
is rarely to be purchas'd at a Cheap- 
er Rate, than the Price of a Man's 
Conſcience and Integrity. And then, 
one would have thought this Super- 
cilious Sorcerer might have been 
pleas'd to look down from Himſelf, 
as from' the Devils-Monument, and 
vouchſafe us poor Mortals, under his 
Feet, a few Shreds of Reaſons, why 
it muſt be accounted a Crime to be- 
lieve His Majeſty in this Caſe ; as alſo, 
why Parliaments are bound to receive 
Their Work only of his Worſhip's Cax- 
ving. But we ſhall take due Notice 
of Theſe, and other Threds of the 
ſame woof, elſewhere. 


LET. But, in truth, the whole Re- 
ferring to the Black Bor, © 4 meer 
Romance, purpoſely invented to Shaw 
and Ridicule the Marriage, which indeed 
hath no Relation to it: For they who 
judg'd it Conducible to their preſent 1n- 
tereſt, to have the D. of M's Title 80 
the Crown not only Diſcredited, but Ex- 
pos'd, thoug ht it neceſſary, inſtead of nx 
fe B 3 ked/y 
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kedly enquiring whether he be the King's 
Legitimate, or ozly Natural Son, to 
bring upon the Staze a Circumſtange no 
way annexed with it : Suppoſing that 
This beino found a Fable, the Marriage 
zt ſelf of the K. with the ſaid D's Mother 
would have undergone the ſame Cenſure. 
But, by what 1 do perceive, they were 
mitaken in their Meaſures; ſeeing moſt 
Men know how to Separate what they en- 
deavour'd ſo Artificially to have tnter- 
woven: And all that I can apprehend 
they are like to get by it, is, the Raiſing 
a Devil they will not eaſily Lay. 


ANS. This Wretche's very Soul is 
a Juggle, and his Face all over Braſs ; 
he could neyer elſe have been Guilty 
of {o Impudent and Poyſonons a Pre- 
varication, as to Charge the Govern 
ment with perpetrating thoſe Villanies, 
which it took ſuch worthy Care to 
Perect and Puniſh. But Here's a 
more honeſt, probable Suzzmary of that 
whole Afﬀair. 

A Pack of Beggarly Miſcreants, 


projeQing to Enrich theraſelves upon 
the 
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the Spoyl of Three Kingdoms, took 
Advantage of the Preſumptive Heir's 
being reputed Popiſly inclin'd, to try 
to render Doubtful, or Invert the Le- 


; gal Deſcent of the Crowa ; that fo, 


by involving us in Blood, they might 
accompliſh a Deſign, which Experi- 
ence had taught them, was no orher 
way to be Eftected. By dark Hints 
therefore they crattily in{inuared, as 
if the Kiz2 had Legitimate Ifluc; not 
intending yet, that the Flam ſhould 
inmediately become Publick ; but to 
keep it in R<ferve, and have it in 
Readineſs, when the Seaton mighr be 
capable of it : Butit ſpred beyond Ex- 
pectation, and foon brought them un-. 
der a Neceſhty of diſcioling the Bot + 
tom of the Secret to {ome of their 
07er-curious Profelites. Thus came 
on the Pretenſe of a Marriave, a Wri- 
ting in a Black Bor; and all its 
Appurtenances: And it -was taken 
down ſo readily, by fach as were 
prepar'd to entertain what they ear- 
neſtly defir'd to be true; that pat- 
ſing from an Eﬀett of meer Spight, 
Þ 4 FT.) 
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to a SubjeQ of looſe Chat, it at Jength 
reach't the Court, and Authority in- 
quir'd into, and fully Diſcover'd the 
Impoſture ;, to the Univerſal SatisfaQi- 
on of all Honeſt Men, and Confuſi- 
on of ſuch as had ſuffer'd themſelves 
ſo ealily-ro be Impos'd upon. The 
Principals in the mean time 'growing 
deſperate, upon this'-Mortal Blow to 
their Cauſe and Credit, -their Fam:- 
{ir prompted: to repreſent the Buſi- 
heis ro the Mulritude, as a Poprſh Con- 
trivance to dilparage a Fuft Claim, 
Now, This they fore-law, was to 
give themſelves rhe: Lye, in the Face 
of the: $72; but yet, finding that no 
other Pi” would drive, -they ſet-up- 
on, and atchiev'd the Exploit in the 
Manner, and under-the Notion here 
before you. . | 

- Thus have you before-hand, what 
T intend to advance in the. Place of 
that which I. attempt to piuck down : 
And indeed, now 1t 15, -that I have 
laid rhe Ax to the Root :; for all the 
reſt of: the.Libel 15 meerly Glaze and 
Yerniſo artificially drawn, to make 
This 


b 


: 


HE * 
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* This impious Abuſe the more colou- 
" Table. But the very Weather it ſelf, 


has already walh'd off part of the 


' Fuciss ;* and, having done with the 
' Preface, I proceed to take to Task the 
' Reſidue. 


aSo2S$40%925: eSgecboahs ofa eZoahgrheaBegBg as. 
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LET. OR, my Lord, tt i, in the 
| Firſt place, apparent, that 

the Starting of this Buſt- 
neſs, i to be whhlly aſcrib'd to the Duke 
of York, and thoſe 'under whoſe Condutt 
he Regulates Himſelf, and his Concerns. 


Had any others been the firi#f Movers 


in it, you may be ſure they would never 
have wentur'd it before the Councel, 
as it is now influent'd and moulded ; 
but they would have waited till the Sit- 


- ting of the Parliament, where they 


& 
i 


mizht expect nothing ' but Impartiality, 
&pa Juſtice, | 
at Wh ANS , 


—— — 
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ANS. It is but Natural, that ſuch 
Arguments as iſſue from a prejudic'd, 
and diſturb'd Brain, ſhould be of the 
ſame Cloudy Guiſe and Complexion : 
So that, it ought not to ſeem ſtrange, 
that, throughout the whole Courſe 
of this Pamphlctier's Sophiſtical Illufi- 
ons, there is a direct Oppoſition to 
the common Standard of Reaſoning 
and Thinking ; and a continued Thred 
of the groſleſt Immoralitics and Ex- 
travagancies, that can be imagin'd. 
As, to inſtance in this Sef#zoz, I dare 
almoſt defy Mankind, to produce any 
one thing leſs conſiſtent with the 
Rules of Profit, or the obvious Di- 
Ctates of a Vulgar and Ordinary Pru- 
dence, nay, that comes nearcr to 
down-right Phrenſie and Infatuation, 
than for a Body not only without 
Cauſe, but in the Face of moſt pow- 
eriut lonves to the contrary, to pluck 
an old aſc upon his Head, (as they 


{ay) by being himſelf the Iaſtrument Þ 


of railing a Suſpicion upon the Vali- 
dity of his own T ztle, when no Mor- 
tal 
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tal elſe ſo much as queſtions it : Or, 
on the other fide, more Conſonant to 
the Principles of Duty, Right, and 
Honeſty, than for Good and Well- 
meaning Subjects, when there is no 
{Parliament in being, to apply them- 
delves to the Corrcel, in all Caſes that 
the Law has deſtin'd to ſuch a Cog- 
nizance; and for that Wiſe Body, 


'again, Ppreparatively te enquire into, 
-*or abſolutely to determine upon what 


{hall in due manner be fo preſented: 
And, in a Matter of this vaſt Impor- 
tance more eſpecially, where the leaſt 
falſe Step on the one Part, or- the 
other, mighr amount toan Equivalen- 
cy with High-Treaſon. : 

But now, the better to avoid the 
Force of ſuch as theſe, and a little ro 


: ſhade the Tranſparent Lunacies of his 


own Aſſumptions, he is fain to be- 
take himſelf to the ſame Fro that 
he lately own'd in his Palpable Fal- 
ſifications, as well in reſpect of Adare/- 


* fing, as Stating the Alain of the pre- 
2 ſent Controveriie : 


giving us thereby 


9 


* {ufhctently to underitfand, that nor a- 


ny 
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ny Obligations, how Civil or Sacred 


{o ever, will at all be regarded by. 
ſuch a LZibertizve, when they. ſhall 


happen to thwart the undue Promo- 
tion of his Temporal Ends: And, in 
truth, that Oaths, Vows, all things 
binding or commendable, and all the 
Gifts and Endowments of Art, Na- 


ture, and Religion, ſhould become: 


Proftitutely Subſervient to FaCtion 
and Intereſt, is no more than an ine- 


vitable Reſult from ſo Corrupted, or - 


rather Dethron'd a Conſcience. So 
that, I am the lefs ſurpriz'd to find 
him, upon this Hard Pinch, ſtriving 
with all his might, to reflect Scan- 
dal and Obloquy upon the Two Au- 
guſt Aſſemblies of the Nation ; and 
to repreſent the one as utterly devoyd 
of Honeſty and Juſtice, and the ther 
as moſt pronely diſpos'd at every 
end and turn freakiſhly to gad after 
the Hootings of ſuch Maggot-pated, 
arid Miſchievous Incendaries as him- 
ſelf, rather than deliberately to attend 
the Motions and Informations of ſober 
and conſiderate Heads: which 1s an 

| Inſinua- 


"a 
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_ HInfinuation ſo Poyſonous and Abomi- - 
ed Bable, that it falls not within the 
by. Compals of my ſlender Stock of Rhe- 
all: korick, effeQually to decipher it. For, 
10- 25 to the Cowuncel, I need ſay no more 
in Of them, than that their AfQtions praiſe 
os them in the Gates; nor indeed, is 
he Faith, Honour, Diſcretion, true Zeal, 
[a- and inviolable AﬀeCtion to Prince and 
ne- Country, any where more exemplari- 
on I Reſplendent, than in the Whole, 
1e- and every Particular Member of thoſe 
or Jlluſtrious Patriots? Of Parliaments, 
Sy though in themſelves they are the 
ag moſt Wholeſom, and beſt-Qualify'd 
ng Conſtitution in the known World; 
n- Yet, ſome, I muſt confeſs, have de- 
i- Jerv'd as bad as he ſpeaks of ; which 
1d 1s not much to be wonder'd at, if 
44 we do butrecolleQt, that the Corrup- 
cx tion of the Beſt Things, is generally 
ry the Worſt; and that nothing under 
er the Su» 1s compleatly Perfect, or ex- 
d, empt from” Injuries and Violations : 
n- But then, on the contrary, others 
id (and thoſe infinitely the moſt in 
cr {Humber tos) by Adminiſtring a Com- 
fortable 
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fortable Supply of Fayce to the Root 
of the Tree, have infus'd new Strength 
and Vigour into the whole Boay of it; 
ſecur'd the Live and Fruittul Brazches, 


by Lopping off with an Axe, the | 


tainted and rotten ones; by ſevere 


and politick Proviſions, prevented | 


Harpies and S$critch-Owls, Clements, Ra- 
wvillacs, Muncer's, and John's a Leyden, 
from Neſting in the Bowghs; and by 


juſt and ſtrict Proceedings againſt Ro * 


miſh Locusts, and Fanatick Vermine, 
preſerv'd the Zeaves from Ruin and 
Conſumption: By excluding Per/c- 
nal Animoſities, Flateries to the Peo- 
ple, by being ſtill the ſharper there, 


where they have taken up an Odium, 


Fear leaſt by ſparing ſuch and fuch 
Blood, They might be incens'd, Ap- 
prehexſions upon the Score of a for- 
mer Vehemence, that there can be 
no Safety while an Adverſary remains 
Alive; and all ſuch like Corruptives 
of Fndament, have caus'd Fuſtice to 


flow like a Stream, and Diſpens'd it 


with an Equal and Impartial Hand, 


fhat all Delizquents might hear and 


dread, 
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:dread, and do no more Preſumptuoul- 


ly: And by theſe Temperate and E- 
quitable Merhods of aQting, have ren- 
der'd Themſelves the Hope of the 
*Good, and Terror of the wicked, the 
SanQtuary of Friends, and Scourge of 
\Enemies ; tais'd a Fence againſt For- 
reign Frauds, and Domeſtick Jars; 
heal'd up Breaches, bury'd Rancour 
and Diviſion, dilcover'd the Myſtery 


"of Iniquity, folemnly Expos'd the 


Whore's Face voy'd of Paint, and 
Hypocriſie, {trip't oft its demure Look, 
and affeted Palencſs; critically di- 
ſtinguiſh'd betwixt Piety and Pre- 
tenſe, Truth and Error, Leal and 
Frenzy, Right and Wrong, Misfor- 
tune and Maliciouſneſs, Inftirmity and 
Deſign ; given Religion {o much the 
Upper-Hand of Intereſt and Impo- 
{ſture, that it was able to recover its 
Priſtine Luſtre and Veneration ; made 
Conſcience to ceaſe from being ac- 
counted a Scorn, Charity Childiſh- 
neſs, and Moderation Malignancy ; 
reſcu'd Innocence out the Paws of 


$ Oppreſſion and Slander, and kept it 
I 


from 
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from falling a Sacrifice to the Vindi- 
Qive, the Deſperate, or the Prophane ; 
preſerv'd Obſtinate Loyalty from be- 
ing deem'd a Crime, or a Reproach, 
caus'd it to be Reverenc'd for its 
Rags, and Scars ; and, in deſpight of 
Malice and Clamour, to fiad Encou- 
ragement and Reward: And, in a 
word, diſabled Faftion and Bitterneſs 
from working any thing to the Ot- 
fence or Prejudice of the Aſſerters of 
the Government, as Eſtabliſh'd by 
Law. . And that ſuch again, or ra- 
ther one Endow'd with a Double Por- 
tion of Spirit and Virtue above any 
of the Former, by a Providential In- 
fluence upon the Heart of our Graci- 
ous Sovereign, may, in a Seaſonable 
and Auſpicious Minute, be ſent to 
Relieve us in theſe our Great Extre- 
mities, is not leſs Mine, than the 
Cordial Wiſh, and Prayer of every 
truly Loyal, and Peaceable Sub- 
jeQ. 
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LET. JN the Second Place; The 

very Intimation that any be- 
| ſides the D. of Y. doth fo 
mmnth as pretend a Title to the Crown, 
will operate with many to 4 Belief, that 
it is not without Reaſon that he doth ſo. 
For the only way to undeceirve Mer in 


a Mattar of vain ani proundleſs Cre- 


aulity, #s to neglet# and deſpiſe them ; 
whereas all Endeavonrs to convince them, 
ao but contribute to the Strengthening 
them in their Faith. 


ANS. Firſt ,Idoreadily grant,that 
had it not been well fore-ſeen how 
agreeable ſuch a Forgery were likely 
to be to the Humours and Apprehen- 
fions of a great many, the World 
Had to this day been to ſeek both for 
this Lerrer it felf,, and the Occaſion of 

| C It. 
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it. But This is an Improvement of — 
a Slip that he was notaware of: and 
therefore, come we to what he chiefly g 
drives at, and ſee how he can away 
with this his New-faſhion'd ſort of + 
Reaſoning,. when ſerv'd upon himſelf. 
Set the Caſe then that a Perſon no- 
torioufly known te be deſtitute of 8X 
fair Pretenſions, ſhould lay openClaim * 
to the Libellers Eſtate ; (which, in ve- a" 
Ty deed, conſiſts only of a Thouſand Vi 
or Two of Acres in Buſs-1/and) Would al 
he hold to his Rule, and, for fear of 16 
giving his Tenants ground to believe 
the other's the better Title, fit down 
quietly under an Abuſe, that at one 
and the ſame time wounds his An- Bi 
ceſtors, Himſelf, and forebodes Ruine C 
or Embaraſsment to his Family and 188 
Dependents; or rather, ſlighting all be 
ſuch Whimſyes, by a due Courle of 
Law expoſe and puniſh ſo preſump- S 
tuous an Impoſtor ? The Qxyeſtion an- 
ſwers it ſelf; and yet This is the plain £t 
Scope of his Argument: So that, it Þ 
falls ſhort of the Moral Precept, Da 
as you would bave ; and yet the ut- ® 
Pot: moſt k 
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rap an: 
4 moſt limit of That, is but the Be- 
y ginning of Chriftianity. Bur itis no 
y atw Thing, for Phariſees of ſuch a 
f Gut to bind heavy Burthens upon O- 
f. tkers, which Themſelves will not en- 
z- Gure to touch with one of their Fin- 
zf BT's. | 
n #1 grant him, Secozdly, That This is 
>. a*Matter of Credulity fo abſolutely 
d Vain and groundleſs, as hath non-plus'd 
d All his Art and Invention to produce: 
if Jo. much as one ſingle Fig-Tree-Leaf' 
e for a Covering to its Nakedneſs. But 
n then I muſt mind him, that as nothing? 
s of this Quality that affeAs'a common” 
1- Behoof, can in its own Nature be: 
e Contemptible; ſo This particularly, 
d If the Genuine Conſequences of it, 
11 bears a Face of Danger, that imports 
of mb leſs than the future Peace and 
»- Safety of Three Kingdoms: And thus 
- much even by his own Confeſſion 
n tbo. But, Alas ! To behold the whole 
it Nation a ſecond time in a Flame, and 
g brought to the Extremities of Fire 
;- and Sword; whole droves of Cob- 
+ Irs, Dray-Men, Oftlers upon Free- 
: C 2 Quar- 
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Quarter with us, till ſome of our 
Waiwes and Daughters are forc'd to | 
Proftitute themſelves for Bread ;. our 
Councels affronted with Armed 
Troops, Citizens knock't on the Head ' 


at their own Doors, like Dogs, for 


not ſo much as Barking, Apprentices 


diſcharg'd of their Indentures by an 


Arbitrary Power, Houſes rifled, Ac- ' 


cdunt-Books examin'd, Servants cor- 
rupted to Berray their Maſters; our 
Perſons clap't under Hatches, tran- 
ſported or tlirown into naſty Dun- 
| hg (in Mercy perhaps) our 

cut by the Name of Pop 
Dogs and Cavaliers, only for refuling 
to Renounce God, and our Sovereign ; 
St. Paul's and Greſham-Colledge turn'd 
into Garriſvns, Orders for the Demo- 
Itſhing of our Gates and Chains, and 
nothing leis than Military Execution 
threatned, unleſs we Redeem our 
{elves witha HundredThoufand Pound 
a Month Contribution toward the 
perpetuating of our Slavery ; our Fa: 


thers, or {ome of our. neareſt Relati- | 


ons, Citizens, Nobility, Gentry, the 
| King 


| 


— 


— — 
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our *Xing Himſelf, and His beſt Friends, 


Under the Hand of the Common Exe- 


ro 

our Froner: our Churches, EreQed for 
ned Rhe true Worthip of Goa, abuſed; and 
ead Furn'd into Stables, Pulpits i into Jug- 
for &gling-Boxes to Hocus our V ivesand 
ices "Daughters out of their Bodkins and 
an Thimbles, and nothing to-berheard 
Ac. there but Herelie and Sedition, to 
or- the Diſhonour of Chriſt, and Scandal 
our Of Religion; the Miniſters of God's 
an. Holy Word caſt out of their Livi 
un. by Hundreds, their Childremexposl 
2ur | £0 the wide World to = their Bread, 
pp and not a Friend that dare opens 
inp ' Mouth for them; our Women 

n- | Aing with their Hair about their Ears, 
4 . one half to the Works like Pioniers, 
10. the other dancing Atrendance at a 
nd Mercileſs Committee, to pur in Bail 
on perhaps for ſome Malignant Friend or 
wr { Husband ; Men cover'd with Blood, 
nd Joſt Limbs, mangled Bodies, and with 
h: Horror of Conſcience over and above; 
22 and, in brief, our Altars rob'd, our 


ny F 


Churches demoliſn'd, and only the 


he 4 Walls left ftanding, would queſtion- 
C 3 leſs 


” 
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leſs be a moſt Voluptuous SpeQacle 
to the Blood-ſhotten-Eyes of a Mos- 
ſter, ſo entirely loſt to all Senſe and 
Impreſſions of Humanity ; and whole 
only Bus'neſs it ſeems tobe, to endea- 
vour to lull aſleep, and amuſe us, while 
Matters Tipen for ſuch an Iſſue. But 
God 1n his Mercy (I truſt) will difap- 
point him! 

So that, he muſt grant me, in the 
Third Place, That to deſpiſe them, is 
neither the ozly, nor the ſafeſt Way 
to undeceive the Multitude, under ſuch 
Circumſtances. Nay, in truth, if we 
well conſider it, there can hardly be 
fanſy'da mare injurious Aﬀront, than 
1s the apparent Drift of ſo vile an 
Intimation: For, Whit does it leſs 
than beſpeak the People of Fxgland 
;{o-wayward and perverſe, as to be 
.Incapable of a Conviction by any 0- 
ther means than ſuch as . neceffarily 
fixes all the Reaſonable World be- 
ſides, 10.2 Belief; ſo Brutiſh and Ir- 
reverent, as to trample upon the 
Sword of the Magiſtrate, DiQates of 
Authority, all Things that Dear rl 

oun- 
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Countenance of Sacredneſs or Solem- 
nity in Government, in purſuit of e- 
very wand'ring ſpiteful Rutnor, that 
Hell and its Agents ſhall ſer a foot ; and 
pride themſelves in nothing more 
than outragious Inſolences againſt 
Principalities and Powers ; and, in 
a word, indulge that Vulgar, but Ve- 
nomous Saying, The Spaniſh Xing com- 
mands Hearts, the French, Men, and 
the Engliſh, Devils. No, no! Let 
all ſuch Deſigning Wretches know 
to their Sorrow, that we have Spirits 
naturally Juſt and Generous, like 
Fire aſpiring (as-a Pyramia) from Low 
to High, and never reſting till Con- 
tracted into an Unity at Top: That 
we want no freſh Experiments to 
convince us, that the Leaven of the 
Phariſces is Hypocrilie ; that Relipi- 
on flouriſhes when grafred upon the 
Olive-Branch, not upon the Sturdy 
Oak, or a Bar of Iron; that true Zeal 
conſiſts not in an inſulſe Fervency a- 

inſt whatever (ſenſible or inſen(t- 
ble) ſhall chance to thwart a-vain, 
ſlovenly, or fantaſtical Capriche, and 
C 4 a Pre- 
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Preference of breaking a Crucifix in 
a Church-Window to- a Keeping of 
the Fifth Commandment ; ' byt exerts 
it ſelfxx Good Works, in an Univer- 
ſal Charity, in Peaccableneſs, Loyal- 
ty, Meckneſs, and an Humble Sub- 
miſhon to, and Relyance upon the 
Wiſdom and Juſtice of the Almighty ; 
that a King is God's Vice-gerent up- 
on Earth, and not Depoſable upon 
Account of any Error, or Human 
Frailty whatſoever, it being moſt E- 
_—_ Partiality to pronounce the 
ame Extravagances in 'Him a Forfei- 
ture of His Scepter, that our ſelves 
are frequently guilgy of wzthout the 
{ul&t of a ſingle Sol; that Rebelli- 
on is a bewitching Sin, that ſtill 
breeds Us Woe, ' let the Fortune of 
the Day fall which way it will, ſince 
it is at the Expence of Our Blood 
and Treaſure, that bath the War and 
the Tryumph are ſupported ; beſide 
that, nothing is'more uſual than for 
the Vittor, -as well out of Pride as 
Politick Expedicnce, to make his Lit- 
tic-Finger more ynſupportable to us, 
than 
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than were his Predeceſſor's Loins ; that 
tho we may wiſh for a Good Prince, 
it is our Duty nevertheleſs to Obey 
a Wicked One, to Correct our own 
Lives, not attempt to Take away His, 
nor repine at Providence for ſending 
. Him, any more than for ſending Dil- 
eaſes, Plagues, Catarrhs, Caterpillars, 
Blightings, Blaſtings, and the like, 
Evil K:/z23 being only as Blightings 
and Blaſtings of a People thar God 1s 
pleas'd ro puniſh ; that Fear and Jea- 
louſie are the Baſeſt of all the Paſſh- 
ons, as making one Wretched before- 
hand” out of a Dread of Mileries to 
come, and have This in common with 
Satax himſelf, that they are only able 
to do Hurt ; that Luxury and Wan- 
tonneſs are the Roots of all Miſchief, - 
Tools ready whetted for Malice, Am- 
bition, and Diſcontent, to cut out 
their Villanous ProjeCts withal ; and 
that Treachery and Ingratitude are 
juſtly dereſted not by Man only, but 
by the Divinity it felf, never termi- 
nate but in Infamy and Reproach, and 
are capable of turning Gary 
Z om» 
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Communities into Neſts of wolves and 
Tygers, Thieves and Robbers: And 
that it is not out of Fear, Convenience, 
or any other ſiniſter Motive, that we 
perſevere to be Modeſt, Dutyful, True, 
Temporate, ReſpeQful, and Submiſ* 
five ; but out of an Obſtinate and In- 
delible Love to thoſe reſpeCtive Vir- 
tues themſelves. 

LET. what will the People ſay ? But 
that if the D. of M. were not Legiti- 
mate-Heir, world the Papiſts, by whoſe 
Inſpirations the D. of Y. governs him- 
ſelf, fo effetFually beſtir themſelves, as 
ro defire that an Affair of ſo vaſt Im- 
portance, and wherein the whole King- 
aom t# concern'd, ſhould be judg*d of by 
Twenty or Thirty Perſons, who have 
weither Legiſlative nor Judicial Pow- 
er? | 
AN S. Here are but as many Scan- 
dals as Lines in this Period: For all 
in a Breath it plainly implyes the 
People to be inordinately- greedy of 
ſtretching their crazy Sight, upon all 
occaſions, to Things beyond their 
Sphere, and diſtruſtful of the Powers 
that 


ati <  cragh. 


that Providence has placed over them ; 
the, King, the Paſſive, lnſktrument of 
bad Men's Walls, and ;accountable to 
His SubjeQs even in the moſt Vital 
Parts of Sovereignty ; the: Duke of 
York, a Deſigner upon. his Brother's 
Life, nay, upon his Own too, by 


being aQtuated by Popiſh Advices; and 


the Privy-Conpcel incompetent of, and 
pn to abuſe their Authority, un- 


Jeſs aw'd into Reaſon by the Baſeſt of 


Conſiderations. Now, moRt-of theſe 
Particulars again occurring, and be- 
ing more fully obſerv'd; wpon elſe- 
where, 1 {hall in this plage..only re- 
joyn, £:rſ4, That the People are not 
at 3ll fond of a freſh: Infection. with 


the ſame Leperous Itch of Cunioſity, 


that has ſo often created them much 
Smart, but-never yet brought them any 
Advantage; and areallqbater taught, 
than to give leſs heed to the Delibe- 
rate Afﬀeverations and Aflurances of a 
Juſt Monarch; el{pecially in a Point 
that no athex, Mortal can pretend to 
ſo perfet a Knowledge of, than to 
the putid Diſtillations of Canker'd and 
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Poyfonous Skulls: Secondly, Let the 
Sun bluih to behold ſo Helliſh an 
Indignity and Ingratitude againſt a 
Prince, than whom never yet has 
Political Prudence found a greater 
Maſter, or more indulgent Patron, 
and to the Juſtice of whoſe Govern- 
ment we are indebted beyond Ex- 

fon; foraſmuch as he hath vio- 
ently taken none of our Oxen from 
the Plow, Herds from the Stall, Beds 
from under the Widdow and ms 
nor Levy'd Aﬀeſsments with a ſtrong 
Hand, and Troops of Horſe ; but 
(contrariwiſe) hath Retriev'd us out 
of as Miſerable a Thraldom and Apo- 
Racy, as the Divine Veng ever 
inflicted upon a Rebellious Wanton» 
neſs, and, while all our Net 
round about us are groaning under 
the Sword, Famine, Peſtilence, &s. 
continues to feed us with the Luſhious 
Fruits of Peace and Plenty, even to 
Satiety and Exceſs: And then, Does 
it not naturally conſiſt with his Oath of 
bearing True Faith and Allegiance to 
Charles the Segond, to Revive a Te- 
net 
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net that brought Charles the Firſt to 
the Scaffold ; a Tenet, that ſo many 
Learned and Worthy Champions have 
ſucceſsfully taken up the Gantlet a- 
gathſt ; and that flyes direQly in the 
Face of Reaſon, and the current Pra- 
Qtice of all well-regulated States and 
Kingdoms? Thirdly, A ſlender Ac- 
quaintance with the Temper of his 
Royal Highneſſes Mind, the Quality of 
his Retinue for the Generality ; but 
principally of thoſe ro whom he lends 
the .readieſt Ear, wou'd compleat a 
ſolid Confutation of this Frontlefs Ca- 
lumny ; Befide that, ## Honour 1s 
not capable &Þ a Stain from ſuch /zk, 
as, by an InveCtive, might (with all 
fober Men) in a great Meaſure, blanch 
the Credit of a common Proftitute : 
And, Laſtly, The Councel (pleaſe him 
to take Notice) are able to. ſee what 
they have to do, without the Afii- 
ſtance of His SpeQtacles; ard as they 
pretend nor #0, fo the Se#i-77 follow- 
ing will make our. rhar in this Caſe 
there was no need either of Legifla- 
8ive or Judicial Power. GEE 
a 
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Iſbalt conclude This with noting, Thar 


not only Dr. Toxgwe, in the & a- 


bove-cited, but the Kizz's Witnefles(in 
no reſpe& more Harmonious than in 
this) have Unanimouſly voyc'd it to be 
a main Branch of the Damnable Popiſb 
Plot, to Defame and Miſ-repreſent 
the Perſon aad Proceedings of the Pub- 
lick Magiſtrate: And indeed, fo ma- 
ny Blemiſhes and apparent Marks of 
the Beaſt, does this Pamphlectier carry 
about him, that he is as eafie to be 
known from Ten Thouſand, as is the 
Proteſtant Botcher, Cobler, Joyner, 
Intelligencer, or any other Prick-ear'd 
Brother of the Tribe ; nay, as Honeſt 
Jack himſelf, when clad in the Dow- 
blet of Cleveland's Cutting out; and, 
if I miſtake not, he is almoſt as dili- 
gent a Frequenter of the Proteitant 
Conventicle too, I ſhould have ſaid 
Coffee-Houſe ; being undoubtedly a Je- 
ſaite under a Puritan-Vizard, ſo the 
_ miſchievous, and to be bewar'd 
of.” 
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LET. \ Nd in the Third place; 

Should they compaſs all that 
they can propoſe to themſelves fram the 
Board ; yet it would no way advantage 
the D. of Y. nor give the leaſt Preju- 
dice to the D. of M. providing his Claim 
be Juſt, and can be evidenc'd to be ſo 
before the Great Repreſentative of the 
NAatton. 

AN S. The Engliſh of This is, That 
the Comncel 15 not a Court of Fuſtice or 
Record, the Parliament the Supreme ; 
and that the D. of YT. has no Title, 
provided the D. of 24's can be prov'd 
to be Juſt. A ſpecial piece of News, 
believe me! Amounting to full as 
much as if he had ſaid, whey the Sky 


| falls, ye may expett to catch Larks, good 


People! And, Is ſuch the Upſhor, 
now, of all this mighty Pother ? Muſt 


the very Quiateſſence of Falſhood and 


De- 


_ 
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DetraQtion abound, and all Chings pre- 

cious in the Eyes of honeſt Men be rrod 

under Foot, Authority affronted, the 

People Hag ridden, nay, Logick it 

ſelf put to do Penance, for the ſake 

of a meer Proviſo, or Poſſibility ? Who 

conild have imagin'd, that ever he 
wou!d have falt fo vaſtly ſhort of 
making out the Poirtt he thus vehe- 
mently ſtickles for to be barely Pro- 

bable, as to be himſelf the Firſt to 
confeſs it a pure Fiftion, a perfeCt 
Nullity? Bur indeed, it is impoſſt- 

ble long to keep a Diſguiſe: and 
there is nothing more uſual, than for 
fuch as thruſt themſelves at a venture 
into a Bad Caulc,to pony and ſpoyl 
all, either by Spinning too fine, or often 
breaking the Thred. Andthen, What 
can parallel the Confidence of his in- 
terpreting That to be only an AQ of 
particular Pick 'or Pleaſare, which 
carries the Stamp of ſo awful a Pre- 
fence, and manifeſtly tends to ſecure 
Peace and Settlement to Three King- 
doms ? But There (Alas!) ir is, that 
the Shooe pinches him: For ſare E 
am, 
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am, that the Two Glorious Subjetts 
of this Diſpute; who have 1o fre- 
queritly arid generouſly expos'd their 
Perſons for their Countries Good, can 
never be brought to account any thing 
a Prejudice or Advantage to their 
own Private; that ſhall but in the leaſt 
promote or obſtruct ſuch Publick and 
Happy Ends. . 

LET. For, bejond all peradwvittture, 
theſe Things, howſoever Refolw'd upon 
and Determin'd at the Councel, wzll be 
cald over aoain by the Parliament : 
Nor will the Opinion of. the Table bal- 
lance that Great ani,wiſe Body to Fudze 
otherwiſe than as their Cofſcienses, nþ- 
08 4 Hearing of the whole Matter, ſhall 
oblige them, 

ANS. O the intolerable Vanity 
and Impudence of this Paultry Scr-- 
bler, to conceit (nay, peremptorily 
aſſert) that ſo Grave and Prudent a 
Senate, could either be guilty of a $7 
eſs equal to that of Foitering up the 
Spurious Brat of his own Noddle ; or 
of ſo much 1zjuftice, as to approve of 
theſe his Audacious Menaces and In- 

D ſo'cncics 
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ſolencies againſt Men. of untainted Ho- 
nour and Integrity ? Eſpecially, when 
it is ſo generally known, that a Wit- 
dom as clear and compleat as Hea- 
ven ever vouchlaf'd to {inful Man; a 
Power abſolute and comprehenſive 
ro a Moral Poſſibilty ; a Reſolution 
firm, frank, and ſpritely to a Thought ; 
and a Will as free, found, and juſt, 
as falls within the Capacity of Hu- 
man Corruptions, are the Effential 
Qualifications of a right-Conſtituted 
Engliſh Parliament. And, Where, now, 
are thoſe Letters, Papers, and Per 
fons, that he Here all along bears us 
ſo often in hand with, and that are 
the very Ground-work of This his 
Paper-Building, rais'd with untemper'd 
Mortar? For {uch a Parliament as 
I'm confident, he could make no hand- 
ſome Exception to, is Come, and 
Gone; and not any one Syllable or 
Circumſtance There to be heard. of, 
correſponding with the Tenour of all 
theſe Prophetical Bravadoes. Were 
there any thing of Truth, as there is 
evident Falſity, in his former Preten- 
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ces, either that Conſiderable Matters 
relating to this Afﬀair, were reſery'd 
for ſuch a Hearing, or that the Pa- 
piſts beſtir'd themſelves ro have it 
brought before the Courcel, in ordet 
to. a Partial Determination ; it is nor 
to be imagin'd, that this Reforming 
Brother of the Cut of : Forty-Nize, 


| would have leſs efteQtually labour'd us 


the Service of his Cauſe and Credit, 
and to have it call'd over - again by 


{ that Great Aſſembly : Nay, and pro- 
* duc'd ſuch his pretended Proofs be- 


fore That too, or none at all ; not on- 
ly becauſe he could never reaſonably 


: hope for any other like fair Oppor- 


tunity; but foraſmuch alſo, as he 
ſtood and look't on, while the Houſe 


of Commons were ſtabbing the Pro- 
- jeQM to the very Heart, by ſundry 
| Clauſes and Proviſoes in Their Bz/! of 
| Excluſion, and by That particularly 
| and expreſly, which adjudges the 


Crown to deſcend upon the Nert 


| Proteſtant Heir. By which ſingle Paſ- 


ſage, they have plainly imply'd their 


| Senſe of this Bus'nels .to be exactly 
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the ſame with That of the Councel, | 


and conſequently (to the unſpeakable 
Content of Good Men) ſuperſeded all 
further Queſtions and Contraſtations 
concerning it. If he gain-ſayes This 
let me ask him, How he can make 
it conſiſt with rhe CharaQteriſtical 
of Wiſe Body, that he fixes 

port Them, in all thetr Debates and 
Conlultations, to prevent a Re-intro- 
duCtion of- Popery, not to be'able to 
hit upon any nearer or other Exped:- 
ent, than the Extravagant One of de- 
priving a Man of a Right, that, in 
fuch a Caſe, he could not pretend 
to; than That of deſtroying the Fa- 
ther's (the D. of Y's) Title to the 
Crown, only to Entaile it upon his 


Childrex, could they but have found 


the leaſt Ground to believe, that the 
King has Legitimate, as welt as Prote- 
fant Mue ? What Confuſion of Face 
Ut there be but one Spark. of Shame 
left in him) muſt he needs lye under, 
upon {o open and undenyable a De- 
rectionof his Forgeries ? A DeteCtion 
0 palpable, as diveſts him of all _ 

ur 
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lour of Excuſe ; other than that either 
his Proteſtant Zeal (with a Pox!) was 
ſunk into his Breeches, when it ſhould 
have been of uſe to him, or (which 
15 more probable) that he adheres to 
his Original Purpoſe of having -the 
Point decided not by Dint of Argu- 
ment, but the Length and Sharpneſs 
of the Sword. But God has already 
been pleas'd more than once to De- 
feat, and will in Mercy (I hope) a- 
gain and again Diſappoint all ſuch 
Blood-thirſty Miſcreants ! 

LET. Azd of what little Siznifican- 
cy the Reſolves of the Councel, though 
ſtamped and enforced with the Autho- 
rity of a King, are to the Impoſing 4 
Supreme Ruler pox the Nation, when 
a Legal Claim /yes in Oppoſition, we 
are ſufficiently iafrutted by the Inſtance 
of Jane' Gray, though a Lady # thoſe 
Endowments, which few of either Sex 
ever parallePd, and Recommended at that 
time to the Nation, by ſundry Motives 
and Inducements, 

AN S. How Slippery and Dange- 
rous muſt the Way of Sz needs be, 

D 3 when 
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when even this Fr9ffed Brute hmiſelf | 
cannot make fo much as one ſure Step 
in't! It were an endleſs Work, to 
recount all his Tripps; nay, and an 
unneceſſary One too, they are fo ob- 
vious: As here particularly, he bluſh- 
es not to couple together Things that 
are directly Oppolite, and bear no 
other Relation or Aﬀinity, than what 
the Malice of the Comparer gives 
tiem. For, What Natural Reſem- 
blince (in the Nam# -of Goodneſs!) 
can there be betwixt an AQ of a Raw, 
Minour, and Crazy Prince, and a Hand- 
ful of Corrtters, aw'd and influenc'd 
by a Deſigning 24i7/0n, that tended 
to cut off a True Title, and create 
and advance a new Falſe One ; and 
That of a Maſcaline Mature, and Ex- 
perienc'd 2ozarch, in a full and free 
Councel, directed (as the Libeller's own 
Soul knows) toa quite contrary End? 
The Naked Truth of that whole Pro- 
ceeding being neither more, nor other 
than This; that as His Majefy, out 
of His abundant Care for the Weal 
pl His People, upon an Information 
\Q 
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to Him in Councel, touching the Con- 
ſpiracies of the Papiifs, had before 
been graciouſly pleaſed to take the 
Diſcovery into Conſideration, and ri- 
pen and prepare it for the Cognizance 
of His Parkament; ſo did He again, 
in the ſame Place, and upon the Fine 
Score too, condeſcend to enter upon 


the Examination of a Secoxd like In- 


formation (Credible and Inobnoxious) 
of another Deſign, that, in the Ge- 
nuine Conſequences of it, in Villany 
and Helliſhneſs, came little ſhort of 
the Former: and with ſuch unwea- 
ryed Diligence, and great Prudence 
did he purſue the wand'ring Vapour, 
(tho known by Himſelf betore-hand 
to be no better) that He quickly 
reach'd tothe Center of it ; but with- 
out any fuller Certainty or SatisfaCti- 
on, than what politive Denya!s, or 
vain ConjeAures were able to tur- 
niſh: Wherefore, to the end that He 
might effeQually Lay this Wicked 
Spirit, Compoſe the Minds of His 
SubjeAs, and Preyent the Effuiton 
of Innocent Blood, He renewed, ang 

Lb | D 4 caus'd 
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cans'd to be recorded a former Decla- 
ration, That He never was Marry'd 
to any other Woman, than His pre- 
ſent Wife Queen Catharine. And, 
Will not This, now, by any Thing 
that wears but the Shape of a Man, 
be pronounced an Act entirely de- 
voyd of Byalſs or Intereſt, highly 
worthy of a molt Equitable, Pru- 
dent, Generous, and indulgent Przzce, 
and that will tranſmit His Memory 
Cncred and Venerable to future Gene- 
rations? Only this Son of Perdition 
(who ſucks Poylon out of thoſe 
S.mples; from whence others extract 
r3ony) has the Face to compare 1t to, 
and repicſent 1t as an Attempt to 
Mapoie a Supreme Ralcy upon the Na- 
r15n, 1n prejudice of a LZega! Cliim, 
Bat fuch monitrous Fatlſifications are 
pPnreiy Natural to the vile Ends he 
had ut Propofitioa from the Begin- 
ni17, and that aze not to be ferved 
upon fairer Terms: And this Conlt- 
ceration may take off from the Sur- 
Prize, that ir mizht otherwiſe have 
b:ci 19 the Honſt Reazer, ro find 
him 
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him bitterly inveighing againſt, and 
charging the Councel (as above) with 
ſtretching their Tedder, in the Diſcuſ- 


_ fhon 'of a Rumour that requir'd the 


Adminiſtration of an Oath indeed, but 
not the Draught of a ſingle Mzittimu: ; 
much leſs the Aſſiſtance of either Le- 
oiſlative, or Fudicial Power. 

In the Story of the Incomparable, 
but Unfortunate Fare Gray, (render'd 
{uch too, by other's Faults rather than 
her own) we may behold an Ambi- 
tious, Crafty, and Diſhoneſt old Earl, 
(Northumberland) in outward Profel- 
{ion the moſt Zealous of Protefarts, 
one while with Arguments drawn 
from Religion, political Expedience, 
the Love and Humour of rhe People, 
and all other plauſible Battoms that 
could be thought of, cajoling and tre- 
panning Pious and Single-hearted King 
Edward the Sixth, into the Signing 
of an Inftrument to Exalt to the 
Throne, after his Demize, that _=m 
Young Thing, who ſtood indiſpen- 
ſibly oblig'd to manage the Reins of 
Rule in ſuch ſort only, as ſhould = 

wit 
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with this Fox's own Liking and Di- 
reftions, in Oppoſition to rhe right- 
ful Ptetenſions of his Popiſh Siſter 
Mary; and (if our Hiitorians lay true) 
ſending him into a better World by 
Poyſon, as ſoon as he had gain'd his 
Wall of him: By and by, baſely a- 
bandoning all thoſe e're while (in 
ſhew art leaſt) beloved Intereſts, (be- 
tray'd by himſelf to the Block) mau- 
gre all the Tyes and Impulles of Ho- 
nour, and Nature, to the contrary ; 
and, in hopes of playing a more Ad- 
vantagious Game, or (however) of 
faving his own Stake, tacking about 
to the Adverſe, but then more Suc- 
ceſsful Party: And, in concluſion, 
meeting There (beyond Expettation) 
with a Reward duz to 10 perfidious a 
Traytor, declaring himſelf (upon the 
Scaffold) to have been all along a Pa- 
iſt in Maſquerade, to Dye ſuch, and 
to have hypocritically endu'd the Dif 
guiſe of a Proteſtant meerly upon the 
{core of Faſhion & Convenience ; and 
venting more Spite againſt the Ble(- 
{kd and Glorious Reformation, at the 
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time of his Death; than ever (Living) 
he had expreſs Kindneſs'd for it, while 
it made for his Turn fo to do. 

This Inſtance now may ſerve for 2 
warning to Some,( in Contemplation of 
the diſmal Conſequences, inſeparable 
from Sacrilegious Atrempts, to vio- 
late the Sacred Rights of Crows) to 
beware how they liſten to any Temp-+ 
tations (though never ſo powerful or 
infinuating ) that ſhall but in the leaſt 
put forward to any ſuch lewd and pe- 
rillous Undertakings ; ſince both the 
Experience of former Ages, and of 
every Day too, may fatisfy,. that no- 
thing under the S#z is ſo Treacherous 
and Corrupt, as the Heart of Maa ; 
and if a publick Guiſe of Hol neſs 
may in moſt Caſes be juſtly held Glover 
ted, How much more ſtrongly does 
the Obligation preſs to take heed of 
the Glavering Flatteries and Inſpira- 
tions of ſuch Wily Machiavilians, as, 
in the Courſe of their Lives, are no- 
toriouſly known to have finiſh'd all 
the Sins of the Compaſs, and veer'd 
their Conſciences (like a Weather- 
Cock) 
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Cock) back. and forward, this, that, 
Yother, and every way, according to 
the various Aſpetts of- Profit or Pre- 
ferment in the State? And it may 
be a Word of Advice alſo to a Great 
Mazy, to ſtrive no longer to do Evil, 
that Good may come of it ; foraſ- 
much as Religion has never yet- pro- 
ſper'd by undue PraQtices to advance 
it, and, as the Current. of Fu#ice, 
(though for a time, it may be inter- 
rupted, yet) at the long run, ſtill 
prevails, and evermore . beats down 
before it the Authors of any ſuch Ob- 
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LET. | by the Fourth Place, The AMe- 

thod of managing this Aﬀair, 
gives us more ſurprize than all the reſt ; 
& ſeems wholly Calculated tointricate Mat- 
ters, rather than clear them. For Yduy 
Lordſhip,ezd all cthers who are _ of 
mat 
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that Senſe which you poſſeſs; - would be 
ready to conceive, that the main, if not 
the only, thing enquir'd into, ſhould be, 
Whether the Xing was really Marry- 
ed unto Madam walters.; and, Whe- 
ther the D. of 14. was born in Law- 
ful Wedlock ? But inſtead of this, all 
the Mighty Inquiſition hath been, Whe- 
ther chis or that Perſon heard of a 
Black Box ; or of a_ ContraQt, re- 
ferring to the King's Marriage with 
that Lady, committed to the Keeping 
of Sir Gi{bett Gerard ? 


ANS. Having, in the Contumeli- 
ous Terms you ſee, diſputed the Cour- 
cel's Power to intermeddle at all in 
the Afﬀair of the Black Bor ; with 
what Succeſs, is left ro be judg'd: 
He comes, now,- to deliver his Ex- 
ceptions againſt-the Manner of their 
doing it ; and in- the ſelf-fame Strain 
of loathſome Inſinuation too. So 
that, I ſhall paſs over his entitling 
his pretended Lordſhip to ſound Senſe, 
and Morals enough to ſpeak that Ho- 
nourable Body a Pack of Fngg/ers, as 
> no 
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no more than a Crain of his Ordina- 
ry Allowance; and direQly urge, that 
as the full Scope of the Information 
it ſelf naturally led to, and termina- 
ted in the Two Queſtions that he 
propounds ; ſo was that which it 
pointed out the farreZ, if not the 0x- 
'y way then in view; nay, or that 
hs yet occur'd, or is ever likely to 
preſent it ſelf, whereby to trace the 
Bus'neſs to ſuch a Period : Nor could 
there have been any the leaſt Warp- 
ing from it, that would not have 
born a Squint of Prejudice or Pre- 
vention, and look*t as ſuſpiciouſly as 
an Endeavour to creep or break 
in at a Window, when the Door 
of the Houſe is Open. True 
it is, that the Premiſes ſoon gave 
back, and at length dwindled into 
meer Smoak ; but this was not tho- 
row any Fault in the Management, 
for ſo they will ſtill do, into whar 
{pecious Mould ſoever caſt: It bein 

no hard Task to form the Major we. 
Minor Propoſitions of a Vicious Syllo- 
2iſm into Twenty ſeveral Shapes, but 
abſo- 
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abſolutely impoſſible Regularly to in- 
fer from them any other than a Ne- 
gative Concluſion. Nay, and tho 
the Perſons concerned in the Propa- 
gation of this Dangerous Bubble, had 
been handled with a Severity propor- 
tionable to the Deſerts of ſuch Hein- 
ous Criminals ; yet would not Reaſon 
and Juſtice at all have ſuffer'd by the 
AXQt, any more than they did in that 
of Interrogating and Securing the late 
Popiſh Conſpirators, before Argument 
held upon his Holyze/F's Right to De- 
throne and Murther Xzz2s at Plea- 
ſure: For That, and His Majeſty's 
never having been Marryed to Mrs. 
walters, were, and are Verzties alike 
undoubted, and out of Proof ; there 
not being wanting in the Latter (any 
more than in the Former) a Concur- 
rence of Circumſtances, ſtrong enough 
to convinee the yerieſt Scepric that e: 
ver breath'd. 


LET. Now, What # all this to the 
Reality of the Marriage? Seeing it 
might be Tranſatted, as moſt other Mar- 
riages 
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riages are, In Verbis de Preſenti, 42d 
of which no other Proof can be expected, 
beſides the Teſtimony of ſuch as were per- 


ſonally preſent; 


AN $. Not a Jot mote or leſs, than 
what Fair Dealing is to Fraudulent ; 
the Enquiry it {elf being as Unque- 
ſtionable, as the Impartial and Au- 
thentick Cenfure that enſu'd upon'r, 
has pronounc'd theOccaſion of it voy& 
of Truth. And indeed, he might 
with as much Effet have told us; 
That this pretended Marriage had 
been Solemniz'd by Bell, Book, and 
Candle, or any other way whatſo- 
ever, as Tranfatted (pofſibly) in Ver- 
bis de Preſenti, for ſhould Courts of 
Juſtice come ohce to Encroach upon 
(the peculiar Chattels of the Poets) Poſ- 
ſebilities, and admit bare May be's to 
be Concluſive of Realities, all the Ex- 
travagant Fables in Ovid's Metamorpho- 
ſis might juſtly riſe up, and vye for 
Credit and Certainty with the moſt 

robable Mathematical Theorems. | Bit 
is his notable Strairr of Zozick fnirs 
well 
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POT 


well enough with the Motley Guiſe 
of his Aſfertion (oppoſite to a Fun- 
damental Maxim in our Law, that 
diſables Baitards from Inheriting fo 
much as a Foot of Za»d, and to the 
general PraQtice and Inſtitutions of all 


Chriitian Churches in Europe) That the” 


fimple Taking of one another*s word, 
compleats moſt Marriages: Only, he 
is ro be excus'd, if, in the Delivery 
of it, he had an Eye to an Apology 
for his own Mother. As for ſuch as 
(he ſayes) might be Perſonally preſent, 
let me tell him, That Not to Appear, 


} and Not 70 Be, have conſtantly been 


allow'd to be Terms Convertible, and 
2 good Plea, at the Bar of Reaſoz : 
Nay, and ſuppofing, (tho not gran- 
ting) that any ſuch there ſhould be; 
yet it is clear, they have over-ſtaid 
their Time, in regard the Deſigz will 


} keep cold no longer; as having, up- 


an Two ſeveral Dilcuſhons, been found 


| to lack Seaſoning, ſo undelerving 


y 
p 
-_ 


and incapable of the Honour of a 
Third, 


E SECT. 


* DO TO——— 
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LET. "TF"HEz Perſons whom they 

have in this whole Mat« 
fer, ſummoned before Them, and Exa- 
mined, adds to the Suſpicion, and en- 
ereaſeth the Aſtoniſhment : For Pec- 
ple, who think Congruouſly to the Sub- 
get before them, had conceived, that 
the main Scrutiny would have been, 
either in reference to the Aſſurances gi- 
ven to the Counteſs of Wemys, concern« 
ing the Legitimacy of the D. of M. be- 
fore ſhe diſpoſed her Daughter in Mar- 
riage to him; or elſe, that all the Exa- 
minations relating to this BuSneſs, 


. mould have been —_—_— confind to 


thoſe who were beyond Sea with the 
KING, when this Marriage is ſuppoce 
fed to have happened, But all This ſeems 
fo have been iudyſtriouſly wav'd; and, 
in the Room of theſe, a few Per ſons have 
been brought before, and interrogated 


by 
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by. the Councel, who could never be 


| prejumed to have heard otherwiſe of 2; 


than by way of Fulgar Tattte. 


A'NS. He that, Firft,. ſet Pen to 
Paper with a direct Intent to abuſe 
and miſlead the Blind, and pawm his 
own Cheats upon the Goverament ;. He 
that has thus deliberately Blaſphem'd 
God, and His Anointed, and whom 
Charity it ſelf would bluſh to pro- 
nounce other than the very Spzret of 
Poyſon, Impudence, Malice, Impo- 
ſture, and Detraction ; What heed 
can reaſonably be given to the Infi- 
nuations of ſuch a Miſcreant? To 
Thoſc, at leaſt, that run Counter to 
Common Senſe, and are meer Popu- 
hr Amuſements; deriving their O- 
riginal from Villany and Deſign ? 
Ot This Complexion, now, that 1s 
to ſay, as Falſeas Hell, are thoſe which 
this Paragraph Þurnilhes; being chict- 
ly produc'd to ; refle&t Scandal upon 
the King, and depending iatirely up- 
onthe worthleſs Word of their Author, 
for rheir Support ; -__ not a Ta 
z 


Vera 


hs. 
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vers in Town will accept for ſo much 
23S a Bottle of Wine, and therefore is 
not to be taken Dy Us in a Caſe that 
imports many Millions of Souls. *Tis 
as Falſe as Hell, (I fay again) both 
that any kind of Aſſurances were gi- 
ven to the Counteſs of wemys, con- 
cerning the D. of M's Leeitimacy x 
ard that upon any ſuch Proſpe& or 
Conliderations, ſhe diſpoſed her 
Daughter in Marriage to him: For 
the =- Barr in his Graces Scutche- 
on, (f{aid to have been inſerted by 
his own Procurement) his Baxxer and 
Creſt, and all the Hab:liments of his 
Stall at windſor, are, and could not 
but be, Emphatical enough of the In- 
firmities of his Birth; and it is as un- 
denyable, that the Dutcheſs (tho a 
Fine Woman, yet) was not a Match 
befitting the Pretenſes of a Prixce of 
wales; Nor could any thing leſs than 
a Love of Fuſtice, have induced His 
Majeſty to deliver the Truth, in this 
Particular, when urg'd to a contrary 
Proceeding by Temptations of Profit 
and Power. There 1s not more Since- 
rity 


- = —_ 
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| rity in his direQting the Scrutiny to 
' thoſe that were beyond Sea, when 


* "nol i 


this Marriage is ſuppoſed to have hap- 
pen'd: Becauſe the Councel (as it is go- 


| toriouſly known )Debated not the Mat- 


, 


terina Clandeſtine Manner,norrefysd 
any Man that appear'd an Hearing; nay, 
which is more, upon a ſtrict Enquiry, 
not one could be found to affirm, but 
enow to deny, this pretended Marriage: 
So that, (with this Letter-Mar's good 
Leave) it ought not to add to the 
Suſpicion, or increaſe the Aſtoniſh- 
ment of ſuch as think Congruouſly 
to the Subje& before them, that That 
Honourable Body ſhould preſume to 
Interrogate only thoſe that they un- 
derſtood to be concern'd in the Re- 
port, (came they by't how they 
would) and any way able to fpeak 
to the Buſineſs ; and induſtrioully to 
wave the Examination of Honeſt 
Nick No-body, the Men of O Brazil, 
the fe of Pines, or the Inchanted- 
Caſtle: The Being of ſuch a People, 
and of any Perſons, (at any time be- 
yond Sea) that can ſafely {wear that 

E 3 the 


——. .. .@©.. 


— 


_— 


"70" The Impoſtor Erpos'd, &c. _ 


the King was, or ever expreſs'd Hims | 
ſelf ro be Marry'd ro: any other Wo- | 
man, than His preſent Wife, Queen |: 
Ctherine, ſtanding upon an equal Le: | 
vel with the moſt Palpable Fas | 


ONFf 


LET. 4d, as I dare boldly affirm, 
That there is no one Perſon, who 6s '4c+ 
cuſtomed to the Fellowſhip .of the Town, 
who. hath mot heard of: ſuch a Marriuae'; 
$9 11s ancbHttroulabl y'kaown, that-ahert 
was, i Oliver's Tame, 4 Letter inter- 
c——_—_— the King to'the ſaid Lady, 
hen i##he Tower, Super ſerthed, THINS 

ie. [of 1\ ; | 


A NS: 'Should the Confident Aﬀer- 
tions of thdſe that are '/Obnoxious tothe 
moſt Scandalous Imputations, come 

 once/to':be allowed Concluſivg of | 
Traths; there would 'be no dealing 

with my Adverfary at ſuch his only, 
and pecultagr Weapons: But ſince 
thoſe good Dayes are not likely to 

come at all; or (at leatt) not yer;' T} 

ſhall 'venture-to demand his &fiduurr, 

| i 
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in proof of the Intercepting of a Ler- 

ter from His Majeſty, bearing fo Ex- 

travagant a Swuper/cription, as he here 

pretends; Or rather, let him /if he 

can) produce the very Letter it ſelf: 

For the Matter requires to be ſtrong- 

ly prov'd, and argues the wretch to 

have been mighty intimate with that 
Uſurper ; nor 1s 1t at all improbable 
(truly) but that he had much more 
certain Knowledge of what, in thoſe 
Dayes, paſſed at London, than at Brux- 
els: And fo far is it from being (as 
he avers) Uncontroulably Known, that T 
do verily believe, not Twexty Men in 
the Nation” ever heard of any ſuch 
thing, before the Birth of this 2odeff 
Epiſtle; nor Tex, (excepting eyen 
himſelf alſo out of the Number) at 
This Hour, give Credit to it. But 
now 1 think on't ; he is to be excus'd; 
if in hopes of doing his Buſineſs with 
the Multitude, barely by Telizg of 
Lyes, he ſhew'd a little Backward- 
ne to run the Riſque of his Ears, 
(and Neck too, perhaps) by Swearing 


to them, 
| E 4 LE T\, 


« I I IO" 
PR” TIT _ —— 


-The Impoſts? Expos'D, &e. 


LET. Nor s it unknown with what 
Homage the King's Party, in England, 
at T hat time, paid their Devotion, and 
Teſtify'd thetr Obedience to Her: F ory 
'a5 they Addreſſed to Her upon the Knee ; 
fo by That, and many other Symbols, 
they declared, that © they eſteewd Her 
for no leſs than the Lavful Wite of theiv 
King and Maſter. "> | 


ANS. This Circumſtance is full as 
Untrue, as the Other, but much mcre 
Weak; (and indeed, he ſpeaks too 
ſlightly of the Royalliſts, to be one of 
Them himſelf, or. able to avouch 
this F/zm upon his own Knowledge) 
For, What does it Conclude, if the 
C:vaiirrs, out' of the Profound Vene- 
Tation they 'bare to their Sovereigy, 
ſcrupled not to pay a ReſpeQtful Com- 
placency to one that they knew him 
to have. had a Kindneſs for  eſpeci- 
ally, at a JunQture, when a different 
Method of Addreſs would not have 
made for His Majeſtie's Service: The 
Queſtion is not, What they took Hey to 
be? but, What She realy was? and 
That 
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That'we have been ſatisfy'd in, by 
the only Perſon that was able to do 
it: Nor would Ten Thouſand ſuch 
Negatzve Surmizes, at the Bar of Law 
and Reaſon, in the leaſt operate upon 


| the Validity of. {o Poſitive and Aſles- 


—— 


ack ids a ant 


tory an Evidence. 
Were I but capable of making half 
as Familiar with my bezters, as this 


| Libeller has done, 1 might have been 
| infinitely moxe Particular both upon 


This: Period, and the whole Paragraph 
too; and made it as much for my 
Turn to deliver by what Means, and 


| Upon what Account, Mrs. Waiters came 


to be put into the Tower, . as; He 
thought it was for His, to be filent 


; In That Point: But my Ai is only 
| to vindicate the Tywth, and not to 
| draw Perſonal RefieFions unneceſfarily 
| or unjuſtifyably. What I have ſaid, 
| will (I perſwade my felf) be found 


Fair, nay, and as £4 too, as ſonice and 


| unplealing a Subje& would bear ; 
| but ſure I am, (however) that ir is 
in Subſerviency to Honeſt Ends: And 
to manifeſt how'far 1 am from de- 


ſigning 


” 
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figning Scandal or Reproach, Hereby, | 
I ſhall Finiſh this S«t#i0» with ſub- | 
joining, That as it becomes Charity 
no more than Diſcretion, to upbraid | 
Others with ſuch ImperfeQtions, as | 
by Accident may fall ro, or accoms | 
pany People from their Birth, and | 
which are as little in the Owner's | 
Power to help, as it lies in the Scor- 
zer's Ability to ſhield his own Perſcn 
or Iflue from falling into a like Dif 
after ; ſeeing none are fo poockiliy] 
Happy, as not ſooner or later, in 
their Bodies, Minds, Famihes, or E-} 
Rates, to receive ſome Blemiſh, if not 
an ugly 444i7, from the Hand of: 
Fortune, to whoſe Injuries the beſt 
Men are ſubje& during This Life: So / 
that, which to me appears to be the 
higheſt Injuſtice is, the Imputation| 
of Baſtardy, which in no Nation is 
look'd upon under ſo great a Notion 
of Reproach, as amongſt the Erg/:ſþ, 
tho for the moſt part (and in This 
Caſe more eminently) Recompenc'd 
with the Richeſt Endowments ; Be- 
cauſe, if a Fault, it belongs ſolely s 
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the Parents, and therefore it muſt 
needs be the'lels diſcernable, through 
whar Organ of Equity any more than 
an ordinary Human 'Contamination 
ſhould attach .the Child; eſpecially, 
if we conſider, that the Tihgle Securs- 
ty of a wife,” (of no great Validity in 
other Matters): is the ' chief Authen- 
eick Proof we'.can produce, for the 
Integrity ofthoſe we eſteem moſt Le- 
gitimals. 


SESBESSE AA ASS 
S E'C T.. VI, 
LET. 'L IS of wo great Concerns 


p ment, who is the Imme- 
diate, Apparent Heir i» the Regal 
Line, if we do but conſider that the 
Parliament of England hath often pro- 
vided a Succeſſour ts the Government, 
when the tntereft of the Publick hath re- 
quired it, withoot the leaft Regard to ſurh 
Punlo's,- 


ANS, 
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AN S. Now he begins to Unmask, 
and todiſcover what he would be at ! 
Wherefore, it is but meet to Recol- 
let, F:r#, That Bagna Charta (which 
has been Confirm'd: in Thirty Three 
Parl;aments,and declar'd to be the Sum- 
mary of all Antient Laws and Cuſtowss, 
Confonant to the Di#ates of Natwre,the 
Limit of the King's Prerogative, and the 
Subjef's Liberties, and {o Sacred and 
Inviolable, that any Statute or Judg- 
ment Made or Given contrary to the 
Tenour of it, is to be accounted ip/6 
Fado, Null and Voyd) Provides, That 
No Free-man; ſhall be Diſſeiz'd of his 
Free-hold, put by his Inheritance, or 
Fore-judged of Life or. Limb, but by 
Legal Proceſs, ' the Laws of the Land, 
and Fudgment of his Peers; That The 
King's Right and Priviledges ſhall be 
Preſerv/d untouch'd; and That The 
Hereditaryneſs of this Monarchy ſhall 
be ſo Uncontroulable, that no Attain- 

r by Parliament, or Otherwiſe, ſhall 

znder the Deſcent of the Crown, (the 
King, #z Law, being ſuppoſed m_ ) 
; | LD. 


Y 
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Dye) «pon the Next of Blood: Thar 
the Lords and Commons have not on- 
ly bound themſelves by 4 of Par- 
liament, (1 Fac. Cap. 1.) To Defend 
the True and Lawful Þeirs of the King, 


' acknowledged the Undoubted SucceC- 


ſo2s, with their Lrves and Fortunes, to 
the werlds End ;, but do alſo Swear, as 
often as they Convene, or Take the 
Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy, to 
Defend all the Priviledges, Rights, aud 
Preheminences of the Crown, (not ex- 
cepting the Deſcext in the Right Line) 
againſt all Pretenders whatſoever, whe- 
ther Forreign or Domeſtick : That King 
James tells us,, in Pag. 149. of his De- 
fence of the Right of Kings, That 1s 
Hereditary Kingdoms ( nothing more 
Certain, nothing more Uncontroulable) 
the King's Death inſtantly maketh Live- 
ry and Seigzin of the Royalty to His Next 


| Succeſſor: That Sir Edward Coke (u- 


ſnally ſtiled the Oracle of the Law) 
affirmeth, both That Thi Kingdow is 
« Monarchy Succeflive by Inherext 
Birth-Right, of all others the moſt Ab- 
folute, and Perfeit Form of Government, 
ex» 


77, 
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exclading laterregnun' S, 4ndwith them 
Infinite Incowveniencies ; That All Lands 
within This. Realm were Originally de- 
riv'd from the King; That The Inbe- 
ritance of onur Lord the King tis a Diret# 
Dominion, of which none 1s Author but 
God alone; and That /t i 4 Law and 
Caſtom of Parliament, That no King 
can Alien the Crown from the Right 
Heir, tho by Conſent: of the Lows 
and Commons ; Concluding thus 
much from the Unanimous A»/wer of 
the Lords and Commons in Parliament, 
to Edward the Third's Meſſage about 
:ome Important Matters relating to 
the Crown; Viz. we cannot Conſent to 
any Thing in Parliament, that ſhall 
zend to the Diſinheriſon of the King, 
and His Heirs, or to the Prejudice of 
the Crown, whereunto we are Swory ; 
and from a Paſlage in Britton, (Cap. 
34.) viz. The Kings of |England cax 
Alien nothizs of the Bight of their 
Crown, which is not Repealable by their 
Succeflors: Nay, and (in a Word} 
That all the Fudges of the Law expreb 
ly Reſolved, in Catvix's Caſe, That 
King 
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| King James's Title to the Crown was 
| Founded upon. the Zaws of Nature: 
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Viz. By Inherent Birth-Right, and De- 


| ſcent from the Blood-Royal of This 


Realm. 
And Then, That Queen Eliza- 


| beth (Fam'd for One of the Beſt of 
| our Princes, and the Peoples Darling) 


in the Three and Twentyeth Year of 
Her Reign, when the Houſe of Com- 


' mons, Firſt, Order'd to have a Time 


of Prayer and Humiliation appointed, 
in the Temple, on Sunday Fortnight 
after, hinder'd it, and ſent them. a 
Meſſage, expreſſing Her Great Admt- 
ration at their Raſhneſs, in Committing 
ſuch an apparent Contempt of Hey ex- 
preſs Command, as to put in Execution 
ſuch an Innovation, without Hey Privi- 
ty, and Pleaſure firf# known. Where- 
upon the Houſe Submitted, Acknow- 
ledg'd the Offence and Contempt, 
Humbly Supplicated a Remiſſion of 
it, and Promis'd never again:to Com- 
mit the like: In the Et and Tiven+ 
tzeth, She told the Then Howſe of 
Commons, She was Sorry #bey —_—_ 
yrs wit 


— 
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with Chuſing and Returning Knights of 
the Shire, for Norfolk, That being 
Impertinent for Them to deal in, and on- 
ty belonging to the Office and Charge of 
the Lord Chancellor, From and To 
whom the writs Iſſu'd, and were Re- 
zurn'd : 'In the Five and Thirtyeth, 


She ſent Mr. wentworth, and Sir Hegy-' 


79 Bromley to the Tower, (tho Mem- 
bers of the Then Sitting Houſe of Com- 
»20ns) for preſuming to appear in Fa- 
vour of a Bill for the Entailing of the 
Succeſſion : Tn the ſame Parliament, up- 
on Notice of a B:/!, to be put into 
the Houſe of Commons, againſt Im- 
priſonment for Refuſal of Oarhs, and 


other Proceedings in the Eccleſiaſtical | 


Courts, She ſent for Sir Edward Coke 
{ the Speaker,) and told him, That ix 
Calling That Parliament, She intended 
them mot Leave to intermedale in Mat- 
zers of State, or Cauſes Eccleſiaſtical : 
and Charg'd him to acquaint the 
Houſe, That it was Her Pleafure, that 
NoBill relating to any ſuch Points, ſhould 
be Exhibited; and, if Exhibited, Up- 
on his Allegiance, not to ſuffer it _ 
Raaa © 


þ 
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Read : Neither ſtuck She here ; but 
took Mr. Morrice ( Attorney of the 
Court of wards, and one of the Pro- 
moters of This Bill) out of the Com- 
mons Houſe, by a Serjeant at Arms, 
and Committed him to Prifon ; ſmart- 
ly Returning to the Commons, Supp!i- 
cating for his Liberty, That they aid 
* him more Hurt than Good, by That 
their Addreſs; For She would not en- 
Aure to be queſtion'd in what She aid of 
Her Royal Authority ; zor that They 
ſhould pry into Matters of that Nature ; 
In the Thirty-Nineth, She not only 
told the Commons, 'That Their Privi- 
ledge was Yes and No; and that She 
+ would Not allow of any Debates There, 
toward the Reforming of the Church, or 
Transforming the Common-Wealth ; bur, 
at the End of That Sefton, Rejefted 
Forty-Eight Bills, that had Pals'd Both 
Houſes : . Nor was She wanting to 
Suppreſs the [-ſolence of Bell, 1ouu- 
fon, and divers other Members of 
the Lower - Houſe, ( who, as Pleri- 
potentiaries ( forlooth) of the whole 
Kingdom, undertook ro Decide and 
FÞ Settle 


_—_—— 
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Settle the Succeſſion,) by a Prince-like R 
yo in.the Parliament ; We ſee (ſayes | 


is Noble Heroina) that your Whole 
Houſe may be divided into Four ſorts ; 
for ſome have been Plotters and Authors ; 
Some Aftors, 
have perſwaded; ſome have Conſented, 


being ſeduc'd with thoſe ſmooth words , | 
and ſome again, have been Silent, ad- | 
For Our Part, | 


miring ſuch Boldneſs. 
whether we ſee ſuch a Parliament again, 
we know not; but for You, take heed 
teft you Provoke your Prince's Patience : 


Her Declaration alſo for aſſiſting the | 


Nether-Lands ( Printed Anno 1585.) 
begins Thus ; Although Kings, and So- 
wereign Princes, owing their Homage and 
Service only to Almighty God, the King 
of all Kings, in That Reſpett are not 
bound to yield Account, or render a Rea- 
* fon of Their Aitions, to any other but 
God Their Sovereign ; and though, a- 
mong the moſt Antient, and Chriſtian 
Monarchs, the ſame Lord God hath com- 
mitted unto Us the Sovereignty of the 
Kingdom of England, which we old 
Immediately of the ſame a 
| C00, 


who with ſmooth words | 


mite 
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: God, and thereby Account only to His 


| 


Divine Majeſty; yet We are, notwith: 
ſanding This Our Prerogative, moved 
#o Declare, &c. 

King James likewiſe, ſeat This Lets 
ter, from New-Market, to Sir Thomas 
Richardſon, ( Speaker of the Houſe of 
Commons, whom He perceiv'd to be 


| making too Familiar with His Prero+ 


gative) ; we have heard to Our Grief 
that Our Diſtance from the Parliament, 
cauſed by Our Indiſpoſition of Health, 
hath emboldew'd ſome Fiery'and Popalar 
Spirits of the Lower-Houſe, to Debate 
Matters above their Capacity, to Oar 
Diſhonour, and Breach of Prerogative+ 
Royal. Theſe are therefore to Command 
you," to make known to Them, that none 
here-after ſhall preſume to medale with 
Any Thing concerning the Govern 
ment, 0! Patters- of State, 4 
Our Son's Match with the: Daughter 
of Spain, nor to touch the Honour ( f 
That King, or any other Onr Friends 
and Confederates ; nor with any Man's 
Particulars, which have their due Mos» 
fiou in any of Our Courts of Juſtice, 

F 2 And 


_ 


And: whereas they have ſent a Meſſage 
fo gir Edward Sandys, to know the 
Reaſons of his late Reſtraint ; you ſhall 


Reſolve Them, it was not for any Miſe | 


demeanonr of his in Parliament : But, 
to put Them out of Doubt of any Que- 


ſtion, here-after, of that Nature , TUe 


think Dur Self very Free . and Able 
to Puniſh any Yan's Yiſvemeano!s 
in Parliament, as well Sitting there, 
as after : which We mean not to ſpare 
here-after upon any Occaſion of any Man's. 
And if They have touch'd any Point, 
which we have here Forbidden, in any 
Petition of theirs, which us to be ſent 
fo Us; tell Them, (except They Reforms 
#) we will not Deign the Hearing or 
Anſwering of it, December 3. 1621. 
Nor did He take Them up leſs round- 
ly in another Letter, from the ſame 


| Place, for. calling Their Priviledges 


Their Antient and Undoubted Inhe- 

Titance: Moit Priviledges of Narlia- 

ment ({ayes He) grew from Precedents + 

which ſhews rather a Toleration, than 

x2 Inheritance; wherefore, we cannot 

allow of the Stile,calling them your Antienh 
F 
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4 and Undoubted Right and Inheritance 
but could rather have wiſh'd that you 
* had faid, Thoſe Priviledges were deri- 
1 ved from the Grace and Permiſſion of 
1 Our Anceftors, and Us. —— we cannot 
: with Patience endure Our Subjects to uſe 
» ſuch Anti-monarchical Wows, cox- 
: cerning their Liberties, except They 
| ſubjoyn, that they TUere GO2anted un- 
'to Them by the G2zace and Favour 
- of Dur Pyedeceſſo2s, &c. 

So that, if Edward the Fourth, Hen- 
ry the Seventh, Queen Mary, Queen 
Elizabeth, and King Fames, enjoy'd 
the Crown, tho all Excluded by As 
| of Parliament : If, according to the 
Proteitation made to the Late Ke, 
upon His Paſſing the Petition of Right , 
Viz. The Two Houſes have no Power to 
kurt or diminiſh the Royal Prerogative, 
as being Sworn to Maintain and De- 
fend it, to their Uttermo#t : If the Laws 
of God, and Nature, be abfolutely Im- 
mutable; and upon Them, and the 
Common Principles of all Hereditary 
Kingdoms, the Fundamental Cuſtoms 
and Conſtitutions of This Nation are 

T 1 Foun» 
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Founded ; -and by all Theſe, by Inhe- | 
reat Birth-Right, and Undoubted Suc- F 
ceſſion, the Crown Deſcends upon the | 


Next Heir of the Blood-Royal, (an 
Ad, Crime, or Attainder of Trea 


notwithſtanding) at the Inſtant of Þ 
Time that the Poſſeſſor does not ſo Þ 
much Dye, as by a State-Metempſycho- F 


ſis Tranſmit into his Noſtrils, his Bo- | 


dy, his Life, his Breath, his Soul, I 


may ſay ; as the Citations out of our | 


moſt Eminent Lawyers, and the Acts 
and Declarations (as above) of divers 
Parliaments, that were neither over- 
aw'd by any Prevailing FaQtion, Cir- 
cumvented by Defigning Intriguers, 
nor vainly flatter'd chemſeives with the 
Idle Conceit of an Ommnrporent Power, 
to Create and Annihilate Xzgs ; but 
wholly aCtuated by the Love of Truth, 
'and a Senſe of Loyalty, to a Recog- 
nition of their Natural Sovereign ; 
do abundantly fatisfy : This Creature 
may preſent the Marter as a bare Pux- 
cillo, and of no Concernment, or in 
what other Degrading Shape he liſts; 
but, while there is a God tn Heaven, 


— 
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or | 
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or Right or Wrong upon Earth, will 
never be able ({o much it is beyond 
the Wit of Man) to Demonſtrate 
that the Xinz, and Parliament 7 6g e- 
ther, perhaps ; but however, that the 
People, (ColleAtively or Repreſentative- 
ly) [tho by C/#b-Law, (which, to ſuch 
as fear neither God nor Man, is Lex 
Legum, and the Sole Rule of their A- 
Etions) they may ſometimes not only 
Exclude the Lawful Heir, but alſo De- 
poſe the Poſſeſſor of the Crown; yet] 
can, with Juſtice, or a Good Conſgi- 
ence, alter the Succe//ion, debar cithey 
the Oze, or the Other, from Their 
Right, or give any better Title to the 
Sovereignty, than the Late Uſurper 
had 


And again; If the fore-going Par- 
ticulars concerning Queen E/:zabeth, 
and King James, be Authentical ; as 
Camderw, Howel, Filmer, Sanderſon, 
&e. do aver: If, before the Time of 
Henry the Third, the Great Councel or 


. Parliament, (as tiled after the Con- 


queſt ) [ Whereunto, from all Parts of 
the Kingdom, reſorted Confuſed Muls 
| | F 4 tirudes, 
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titudes, by Themſelves, or their At- 
torneys or Lawyers; There, by Peti- 
tion, to preſent their Grievances ; (the 
Leras {tili appointing a SeleA Num: 
ber of their Members, (the Ground 
of our Cormttees at this Day) to Pe- 
ruſe and Report what of thoſe Perz- 
ti9ns were fit for the Cognizance of 
the whole Hovſe) and, Bare-headed, 
Attended for, and Conlented to their 
Determinations, in ſuch ſort as now 
do Plaintiffs and Defendants, to the 
Judges Reſolutions, in the Courts of 
Weitmizſter-Rall: This Practice, and 
that Paſſzge, To this Curia Magna, re- 
parr'd the Princes, Lords, Chief Men, 
ani Fawycis, {rom all Quarters of the 
Kealm ; as Spelman, Houeden, Malms- 
bury, Maith:w Paris, &c. have it; in 
After-Ages, giving Riſe alſo to the 
Miitake, (that Gacorr, Petyre, &c. have 
{9 lately ſplit upon) as if thoſe Lar- 
yers, whoin truth were only the At- 
Lrneys, and Plcaders of their Cli- 
ents Canfes, made a Part of this Great 
Ecrncel, ] was Compoled oply of the 
Lords Spiritual and Temporal, by the 
King's 
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King's #rit, and in His Preſexce, Con- 
ven'd, and Aﬀſembl'd: And if That 
Prince, to Reduce ſuch a Chaos to -1 
| Regular Meeting, and Clip the Wings 
of His Diſloyal and Ambitious Ba- 
' 70ns, (who had ſeverely handled his 
| Father Fchz, as well as Himſelf, and 
whoſe Power was Then grown ſo Ex- 


| orbitant, as, without ſuch a due poiſing, 


to threaten the Ruin of Mozarchy it ſelf, 
in this Nation) perfeQted the Proje&t 
of the Firſt Harry, (who, to ſupport 
| his Uſurpation againſt his Elder Bro- 
| ther Robert, ſought to curry Favour 
| with the People, by ſome inconſide- 
rable Condeſcenſions of the like qua- 
lity) by Ordering that. every Shire 
and Burrough in the Land, ſhould ſend 
Two Knights, and Two Burgeſſes, (in 
the Choice whereof no Man was Re- 
fuſed a Voice, till the Statute of 8 Her. 
6. limited the EleQtion to Free-Ho!- 
ders only) to Serve as Attorneys for all 
ctheReſt; And inveſted this New Cex- 
ftitution with a Power not much un- 
like that of the Tribunes of the Peo- 
ple among the Romans, without whoſe 

| Conſent 


22 
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Conſent nothing could be EnaQted, 
by the Sexate, to the Prejudice of the 
Commuonalty; with a Right to the 
Firi# Mogions of Graits, and Aids or 
Subſidies, to Pray and Receive ſuch 
Redreſs of Grievances, as the King, 
with the Advice of His Barons, ſhould 
vouchſate; and to ſignify as muck to 
the ReſpeCtive Places for which they 
Serv'd, becauſe Printing was not as 
yet found out, and Prowulzation of 
Abſolute Neceflity to the Obligation 
of all Poſitive San&ions ; and like- 
wiſe, with fuch other Priviledges, as 
might be ſufficient to Compleat the 
Libration, and Anſwer the Ends he 
propounded in their Eſtabliſhment ; 

e Honſe of Lords ſtill continuing to 
be the Supreme Conrt of Fudicature, 
and the Utimate Decider of Appeals ; 
where, according to their Firſt 1nſti- 
tution, no Original Cauſe was to take 
Place: It is but fit, that every Houſe 
of Commons ſhould, in their Adtings, 
have ſome ſmall Regard, at leaſt, to 
the Primary Intent of their Inſlituti- 
0n, [Which even the very Writ of 
SUNs 
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Summons it ſelf, expreſſes to be ſim- 
ply to Conſent to, and Exttute what 
the King, with the Advice of the Lords, 
ſhall Decree ; Thereby beſpeaking them 
entirely Dependent upon the Prince's 
Pleaſure, and, ex »#ituto, incapable 
of Intermeddling, without His Leave, 
in any thing, but what Himſelf ſhall 
from time to time Propoſe] and Cul- 
tivate the Peaceable Politicks of our 
Happy Anceftors, by Modeſty and 
Moderation in Speech and A& ; that 
ſo They neither Forfeit the Truſt Re- 
poſed in Them by Their Depsters, 
{ For tho by a Fition in Law, t 
are Reputed the Repreſentative Bo 
of the People of England, becauſe the 
King commonly takes Them for fuch, 
yet really They Repreſent not the 
Tenth Part of .the People ; and there- 
fore, whenſoever They proceed con- 
trary to Lav, or endeavour to At a- 
ny thing without the #14! Aﬀent, 
eo ipſo, They forfeit the Benefit of this 
Fiction in Zaw, and are fio longer ts 
be Repured the Peoples Repreſentatives} 
nor Ungratefully, or Diſreſpe@fully, 
treat 
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treat the Fountain of That Grace and 
Bounty, where-from they Originally 
derived what-ever Power or Priviledge 
they can any way pretend to: Qs# 
aat eſſe, dains Conſequentiam ad Eſſe. So 
much was Sir Orlando Bridgman (af- 
ter Lord-Keeper) in the Right, when, 
upon the Tryal of the Regzcides, he 
faid; True it ss, we have as great Lt- 
berties, as any People in the world; but 
tet us own them where they are due ; we 
have them by the Conceſſion ofour Princes. 


LET. They who prefer'd William 
Rufus, aud Henry the Firſt, to Robert ; 
(tho Eldeſt Son of William the Conque- 
rour) What can T hey not do, when weigh- 
ty Reaſons and Cauſes influence thens unto 
it ? 


AN S. They who Fought, Impri- 
{on'd,Depos'd, and Murther'd Charles 
the Firſt, Baniſh'd & Abjured Charles 
the Second, and the whole Line of the 
Stewarts; made a Foot - Ball of the 
Crown, turn'd the Government inta 
Ariftocracy, Democracy, Anarchy ; and 

at 
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at length Exalted, and Swore Alle- 
giance to the. Monitrous ' Crommel . 
What can they not do, when Weigh- 
ty Reaſons and Cauſes Influence them 
| toit? And then, What Choice or Pre- 
' ference was there, in the Caſes he 
| urges, more than This; That the Two 
Tounger Brothers, taking Advantage 
of the E/der's being in the Holy Land, 
at the Time of their Father's Death, 
made a Party Competent to Seat them 
in the Throne, Saccefſively ; and af- 
terward, by Force and Fraud, main- 


tain'd what by Craft and Violence they | 


had thus Uſurp'd ? 


LET. And: they who advanc'd Ste- 


phen before Maud, and John before 
his Eldeſt Brother's Son; can they not, 
when the Safety of the Kingdom requi- 
reth it, put the Scepter into whoſe hands 


they pleaſe ? | 


AN $S. The fame Power that put 


the Scepter into Nol's Hand, or into 
william Rafus's, gave it allo to Theſe; 
and may undoubtedly, ſhould a like 


OPPQTs+ , 
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a. 


opportunity. happen again, _ e of |} 
it (as before) to fuch as will baveir | 
in ſpite of: them: For thee: were not | 
Legal Parliaments, [ There being no 

Legal Kings in place, ta Aſſemble a: 
ay ſuch ; nor can it be alledg'd; that 
the Two: Houſes (the Peaple, or what 
you will). are capable of turning an | 
Hſarper into a Lawful Prince, without | 
running upon This Dilemma, viz. Ei- þ 
ther theſe Starute-Kings, who by Birth 
have no Title to the Crows, are Trae 
Kings before They are Voted ſuch, or 
not; it They be, They derive; no 
Power from Thence, nor owe (as is 
pretended) Their Sovereignty to the 
People; if net, They have no Power 
to Summon Parliaments ; it being; as 
Prepoſterous and Unreaſonable, that 
an Unlawful King. ſhould Summon a 
Lawful Parliament, as that an Unlaw- 
ful Parliament ſhould make a Labful 
King : So that, what Parliaments were 
heretofore Summon'dby theſe Stature- 
Kings, were Null and Voyd from the 
Beginning: for That Great Body can- 
not Lawjully Meer, ualeſs Lawfully 


Sum» 
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| Summort'd ; nor can it be Lawfully 
| Summon'd, but by a Lawful &:zg, 
| muchleſs Confer any Ones Pager, 


or EnaQ any Firm Laws, ths | 
not need an After- Confirmation. by. Les 


gal Parliaments; all the Atts of Hex. 4, 
' H. 5. and H. 6. grounded upon thg 
| Statute for Depoſing King Richard the 
| Second, being deemed of no Force, 


until expreſly Confirm'd by E4. 4 
e 


" In the ſame Manner as His Sacr 


Majeſty, that Now is, Ratisfy'd the 
Fudicial Proceedings of the Late Uſur: 
pation: Nor indeed, has ever any 
Prince, as yet, pretended. to Claing 
the Crown, in Parliament, upon any 
other Score, than that of Birth-Rzzht.] 
but only Traiterows Routs of Abettors 
of as great Traitors as themſelves, in 
their lnvaſions, and Uſurpations upog 
the Rights of Others. . * 
Neither is Story ſilent, as to the 
Conſequences of theſe Unjuſt PraQti: 
ces: Valiant Steph:», after much 
Blood-ſhed, being forc'd (it tells us} 
to Deſtroy the Pretenſes of His, Lze, 
and become Tenant for Life, for the 
4 | Crown. 


—— 
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Crown, to Maid's Son Henry ( after- | 
ward the Second of That Name;) and 
John © whoſe Unfortunate Govern: | 
ment ſhould, in my Opimion, rather | 
terrify from Countenancing Uſurpati- | 
ons for the Future, than give any Ea- þ 
couragemetit to bring {o unhappy a Þ 
Prince wpon- the Stage, to mind all Þ 
ſober Men of tlie Diſmal Effe&s. in- Þ 
ſeparable from the Peoples Temerity 
in intermeddling in ſo nice a Poynt as 
that Noli me Tazgere of the Succeſſion 
bf the Crown] perpetually engaged in 
C:wvit Broyls, and coming to an Un- 
F:97ely End,(being poylon'd by a Monk) F 
after all; tho by the True Heir's Dy- 
ing without 7ſue, long before him, 
his #/#rpation at laſt became a Lawful | 
Sovereignty. And we do not Read, 
that the"like Proceedings ever termi- 
nated in any better Evert; for, Who 
would not have thought, that the 
Power and Policy of H. 4. and the 
Prodigious Succeſles of H. 5. had Un- 
queſtionably enſur'd the Crown to 4.6 ? 
And yet Richard Plantagenet, Dake. of 
York, noſooner (Anno 1460.) Claim'd 
- ' 11 


- 


; 


- The Impoſto2 Expos'd, 8c. 


— 


_ 


| 1n Parliament, the Crowns of England 


and France, as being Next Heir to 


* Lionel Duke of Clarence, Elder Brother 
' to John of Gaunt, of whom deſcended 
| the Houſe of Lancaiter ; but, notwith- 
| ſtanding the A& erntailing it upon This 
Henry's Grand - Father, [ The ſayd 
' Duke unanſwerably Replying to That 
! Pretenſe, That if K:»2z Henry the 


Fourth might have obtained the ſaid 
Crown of England ard France by Ti- 
tle of Inheritance, Deſcent, or Suc- 
cefſion ; he neither needed, nor would 
have deſired, or made them to be granted 
to him, in Such-wile as they be, by 
That AQ ; which ({ayes he): taketh no 
place, neither is of any Force, or Effect 


| againſt Him that is Right Inheritor of 


the ſaid Crowns; as accordeth with the 
Laws of God, and all Natural Laws. 
Rot. Parl. 36. and 6. N. 10. &c.}] his 
Title was, by the ſame Parliament, 
expreſly Recogniz'd and Declar'd to 
be Good, True, Juſt, Lanful and Sffi- 
cient : [| As, upon his Death ſoon at- 
ter,. was allo in fall Par{ramert, (the 
fame Year) that of his E/de## Son Ea- 

G ward, 


——— 
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ward, in theſe words ; Knowing alſ6 
certainly, and without Doubt, and Am | 
bignity, that by God's Law, and Law of 
Nature, He (i. c. K. Ed. 4.) and none Þ 
other, ts, and ought to be Trae, Right- 
wiſe, and Natural, Liege and Sove- 
reign Lord ; And that he was, in Right, 
from the Death of the ſaid Noble and Fa- 
mors Prince his Father, very Juſt King 
of the ſameRealm of England. Rot. Parl. 
1.E4d.4.N.8.&c.} And that Innocent, 
Unfortunate Prince forc'd to expiate, 
with his Blood, for the Violations of Þþ 
his Progenitors. So True is that 
known Hexameter 


Jn Male quzſitis vix gaudet Tertirs 
Heres, 


LET. Nor hath Paſtardy it ſelf 
been an Obitruttion to the Conferrin 
the Crown »por a Perſon, provided all 
Things elſe have Correſpouded with the 
Deſires and Humours of the People : For 
not only Arthelitan (the Great Saxon 
King) was ſuch, but Oueen Mary or 
-Queen Elizabeth wu/# be /o Blazoned; 


ff; 


| 4nd yet all Three were Exalted to the 


*. AA we 365 
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| Regal Thirohe: . And Two of Them not 


| only approved Themſelves worthy of the 


Truſt Repoſed in Them ; but have Con- 
ſigned down tht Stock of Fame and Cre- 


| Uit, which, feiy attainize unto, hath left 


| 4 Reproach upon moit Princes that Sc- 
| teeded Them. 


ANS. What docs he tell us of 


| The Humonrs and Deſires of the People ? 


Will a Popular Caprice warrant Unjuit 


| Ats? If Athelſtan was a Baitzrd, the 


| Fundamental Conſtitutions of the King- 


| dom pronounce Him an Uſurper : [Nor 


| can a Submiſſhon to His Tyranny be 


conſtru'd a Conſenting to His Elef#:- 
on, Without admitting either that ſuch 
a Conſent can give no Legal Title, or 


| that it is impoſſible for any Man to 


Uſurp the Crown; And ſo Old Noll 


| muſt come to be acknowledg'd ro have 


been the True and Lawful GOUVET ROUX 


| of theſe Three Nations ; and all thoſe 


that made Parties againſt him, on Ris 
Majeſty's Behalf, Traitors and Rebels } 
But Sir iſto Churchil, in his Dis 

G 2 Brt- 
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Britannici, avouches for his Legitima- 
cy; and for the Truth of This Memo-F 
Table Story too; that he endanger'd 
theofs of his Kingdom, by commit-F 
ting,” out of Fealouſy of State, his Bro-F 
ther Edwyn to the Mercy of the Seas, Þ 
in a Veſſel without Tacle: Of which, Þ 
when he was put in mind, by his Cp-F 
Bearer's unwittingly {aying, upon re-Þ 
covering with One Foor the ſlip of the 


Other, See how One Brother helps Ano 


ther ; He cry'd out, Ah Traytor) Li f 
weſt thou to upbraid me with that Sin and Þ 
Folly, whereof thy Self waſt the Author ? F 
and thereupon, caus'd him to be im- 


mediately Strangled in his Prefence. 


As to the Queens, Aary and Eli- g 
zabeth; had he but ſtudyed Coke half F 


as much as he has done Buchanan, he 


might have found the  Common- Law, | 
(Their Circumſtances conſfider'd) al-þ 


lowing of the Yalidity of Both Their 


Titles; nay, and perhaps the Canon 


too. Burt This is not my Buſineſs, at 
this time, to make out. And then, 


his Complement upon the Latter, is, | 


(rizhtly underſtood) no other than} 
an | 


VEIN D" 


= 


- 
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an Expreſſion of the extraordinary 


| Kindneſs he has for the Royal Fami- 


h. 


LET. Even Henry the Seventh, 


| (from whom Our Ring derives His 


| Title, and Right of Succeſſion) ſprung 


' from a Baſtard; who had nothing to 


-© render Him capable to convey a Clains 


| to His Poſterity, but that He was made 
| Legitimate, by Parliament. 


AN $S. This is an Inſinuation es 


| qually Malicious and Diſingenuous. 
* Henry the Seventh (as well as his 


! Predeceſſor Richard the Third) had 


Te” 


> 


all that a Parliament (as he calls it) 
could give him, to ſtrengthen his 
Title 3; ard yet all was too little, for 


| he was ſtill as much an Yſ/urper as 


was that Other Monſter. Only here's 


| thedifference; that by prudently Mar- 


rying the Lady Elizabeth, Eldeſt 
Daughter to Edward the Fourth and 
conſequently Immediate Heireſs of the 
Crown, this Henry (after a Sort ) 


| Lepitimated his Domination : And fo, 


G } tha 
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Britannici, avouches for his Legitima-Þ þ 
cy; and forthe Truth of This Memo-F / 


rable Story too ; that he endanger'd 
theloſfs of his Kingdom, by commit- 
ting,” out of Fealouſy of State, his Bro-Þ 
ther Edwyn to the Mercy of the Seas, Þ 
in a Veſſel without Tacle: Of which, Þ 
when he was put in mind, by his C#p-Þ 
Bearer's unwittingly ſaying, upon re-Þ 
covering with One Foot the ſlip of the 


Other, See how One Brother helps Anv- 


ther ; He cry'd out, Ah Traytor) Li 


weſt thou to upbraid me with that Sin and 
Folly, whereof thy Self waſt the Author ? 


and thereupon, caus'd him to be in-F 


mediately Strangled in his Prefence. 


As to the Queens, Mary and Eli- 
zabeth , had he but ſtudyed Coke half 
as much as he has done Buchanan, he 
might have found the Common: Law, Þ 
(Their Circumſtances conſfider'd) al-Þ 
lowing of the Yalidity of Both Their þ 


Titles; nay, and perhaps the Canon 
too. 


this time, to make ont. And then, 


But This is not my Buſineſs, at 
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his Complement upon the Latter, is, Þ 


(rizhtly underſtood) no other than} 
an Þ 
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! an Expreſſion of the extraordinary 
| Kindneſs he has for the Royal Fami- 


- © ty. 


-©® LET. Even Henry the Seventh, 
> (from whom Our King derives His 
S,Þ Title, and Right of Succeſſion) ſprung 
1, from a Baſtard; who had nothing to 
-Þ render Him capable to convey a Claim 
© to His Poſterity, but that He was made 
ec Legitimate, 6y Parliament. 


-* ANS. This is an Inſinuation e* 
a Þ qually Malicious and Diſingenuous. 
*Þ Henry the Seventh (as well as his 
i-Þ Predeceſſor Richard the Third) had 
| Þ all that a Parliament (as he calls it) 
'- | could give him, to ſtrengthen his 
if Title 3 and yet all was too little, for 
eF he was ſtill as much an Uſurper as 
', | was that Other Monſter. Only here's 
-F the difference; that by prudently Mar- 
TÞ rying the Lady Elizabeth, Eldeſt 
» | Daughter to Edward the Fourth and 
tF conſequently /mmediate Heireſs of the 
| Crown, this Henry (after a Sort ) 
Ty Lepitimated his Domination : And ſo, 
n G 3 tha 


— 
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tho he had no good Tztle of him-F 
jelf, yet he left an Wnqueſtionable One; 
beyond That of any 1ſſue that Queen 
Mary might have had by Philip of Þ 
Spain. Nor was it to be accounted 
any Misfortune, (perhaps) that he did Þ 
not {0 long Survive his Q=eez, as till Þ 
his Ch:ildrez were out of their AMine- 
rity: for ſo Forward a Prince as was 
his Son and Succeſlor, enry the Eighth, 
wou'd,in all probability, have given him þ 
to underſtand to his Grief, that he con- 
ceiv'd hirmſeif Capable of Swaying the 
Engliſh Scepter, without the Alliſtance 
of a Guardizcy. And thus have I ſuf- 
hciently Explained (] hope) what this F 
Sophiiter (to amule the People) fo in-F 
duſtriouily fought to Intricate. 

But to what Purpoſe now, ſerve 
all the Examples thus Confidently 
produc'd? [Is it not Madneſs to the | 
Higheſt Degree, to urge ſuch Ads F 
and Inſtances, for Precedents for Us to 
walk by, as were never held of grea- 
ter Force or Validity, than the Wild 
Drdinances of the Rump - Parliement ? 


\ » 


What, tho Harry the Eighth (as That 


G a4, {4 
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Gang 10 often tell us) made a Stalking» 
Horſe of his Parliaments, to ſerve his 
ns own Private Ends, by a Limiting 
/þ andAltering the Succeſſion ? For either 
1] thoſe Extravagant Statutes were Good 
in Law and Obligatory, or they were 
1 Not; if zo, then As of Parliament, 
© contrary to the Rizht of Succeſſion, are 
s# (confeſſedly) Null and Voyd in Lew; 
if they were, by what Authority was 
\F the Houſe of Suyffalk (to which thoſe 
Y Ads gave away the Crown) Excluded, 
R or King James Admitted, notwithſtan- 
, ding the many Statutes made againſt 


Him? Or, How can we clear our 
Anceitors from manifeſt Perjury, in fo- 
lemply ſwearing to maintain thoſe 
Statutes; unleſs we conclude they 
were /legal and Yoyzd from the Begin. 
ning, as being notoriouſly Repugnanr 
to all Laws, Humane and Divixe ; and 
conſequently, not fit to be obſerv'd » 
becauſe hat #is ill Sworn, i worſe Kept.) 
For, the Qneſtion is not, Here, whether 
de faQto the Succeſſion Has been Alter'd, 
and the Goverment Chang'd ; but, whe- 
ther, without Violation of Juſtice, and 
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the Principles of Right Reaſon, it May 
be /o. No Man ever doubted, bur 
Power, Rebellion, and FaQtion, with 
the Concurrence of Timorous and 
Eaſy Prizces, did often turn Things 
into T ragical Confuſtons,and Un-hinge 
the whole Frame of the Government : 

But, far be it from 71s, to ground 
the Leavfulzeſs of our Attions upon 
ſo weak a Toptck, as That of Example ; 

Far be it from ts to think, that, be- 
cauſe, by the Treaſons and Conſpira- 
cics of Ambitious and Deligning Per- 
{>ns, the Crown was now and then 
Transferr'd from One Family to Ano- 
t5:r, therefore we may ſafely do the 
like; when the Occaſions of ſuch 
Innou ations are perfectly taken aw ay, 
not only by the Conjunttion of the 
r:hite and Red Roſes, but alſo, by the 
Concentring of the Blood Royal of the 
Three Kingd: oms, in the Perfon of our 
Preſent Bonarch. To Attempt This, 
were to bring upon the People all 
the Miſeries to which the Unſteady 
Courſe of Human Afairs can ſubject 
them: For, where a Gap is once 6- 
pen'd 


| 


my #2 . g BY us EE i06t —_ 
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pen'd to Ambition, and Snatchings one 
| from another, the moſt Bloody Com- 
motions imaginable do uſually fuc- 


ceed ; in which, Neceſ/ity obliging the 


| ſeveral Parties to the Practice of Pro- 
» miſcuous Violences, Depredations, and 


| Slaughters ; the Multitude, at length, 


— 


FJ 


| 


are weary'd with the Cruelties and 
Calamitics of war, and ſo, to Pur- 
chaſe Peace at any Rate, not ſeldom 
ſurrender their Liberties at the Foot 


| of the Conqueror, and make the Uni- 


verſal Deſolation of their Coxntry, its 
Grave: So Terrible an ſtance of 
This Nature our Late Troubles furniſh, 
that none ſurely, but ſuch are De- 
ſtin'd to Slavery, or Betrayers of the 
Eneliſh Liberties, will, a Second Time, 
venture upon the like Traxſpreſſions. 
In Brief, no Crime can be perpetra- 


' ted, no Uſarpation introduc'd, no 7»- 


diznity offer'd even to Heaven it ſelf, 


| if Their being Subſequent to a like 


Praftice of Former Ages, mult be al- 
low'd for Competent, to free ſuch E- 
normities from Guilt. Rebellion 15 as 
Antient as the Creation ; it, Firſt, Di- 

vided 


- 
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vided the Court of Heaven, and de- ; 


prived Lucifer, and his Accamplices, 
of their Glory; and, Ther, threw 


Man, out of the Garden of Eden, and | 
the State of Innocence, into a Rough |. 
Tra& of the Earth, and yet Rougher | 


Anguiſhes and Perplexities of Sz: 
An Obedience to God's Command, to 
Increaſe and Multiply, was not long 


id : but One of the Few Inhabitants | 


” the world (and he the moſt Harm- 
tefs too) fell a Sacrifice to his Brother's 
Envy, and Maker's AﬀeQtion : 1dols- 
try (the Fews only Excepted) was the 
Common worſhip of Mankind: And, 
what-ever Speczes of Chriſtianity might, 
at Firſt, be Planted in This far ; 
yet certain it is, that Popery was the 

al and Known Religion, Univerſally 
Embrac'd by the People: But God 
forbid, we ſhould, Now, conclude 
Rebellion, Murther, 1dalatry, and Popery, 
to be all Lawfu/, meerly' becauſe we 


find Times of Old to be Memorablef 
for ſuch 1mpieties : It being no Ples| 


in Divinity, to alledge, as an Excuſe, 
the Preſcription which Sin has gained 
pver Us, PECT,. 
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>| LET. C\ Eventhly, The Couneel 
7 had done a Thing grateful 

to the Naticy, and Con« 
| fonant to their Oaths and Duty; tf, int- 
S}F ſend of Attempting to Eſtabliſh the Duke 
f- of York, 4s Heir Apparent, They had 
6 Examin'd, whether, notwithſtanding his 
I, Affinity to the T&ing, be heth not, by 
tyil manifold Treaſons againit the Perſon of 
;| His Majefty, as well «s againſt the Go- 
fa vernment, Forfeited his Life to Fuſtice, 
ly} and made himſelf obnoxious to s. Scaffold, 
ol while he is pretending to «a Throne. Hes 
Jef. yer « SubjeA, ana Accounteble for the 
'Y, Breach of the Laws; and why his Crimes 
vel ſhould find Shelter in his Great neſs, Iknow 


le Bot. 
lesl z 
ſe, AN 5. 1 have already been ſo Ex» 


ed prebs, as to Conncel's Proceeding up» 
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on This Aﬀair ; that it were needleſs 
todilate much further in their Vindicar 
tion : So that, in Return tothis Com+ 
pound of Scaxdaland T autology, it may 
ſuffice to Obſerve, Fix/#; That,had there 
been (as there was not) any Legal 
Charge There Exhibited againſt the, 
Dwke of York, yet, if (as he ayes) 
They have neither Zegi/ſlarive, nor Fu- 
dicial Powey, they were as little able 
to Queſtion him, upon it, for Life ; 
as ever they deſigned to eſtabliſh him 
More Heir Apparent, than all Men 
know, and Parliaments themſelves 
have frequently acknowledg'd him to 
be: Secondly, That This Libeller, hav- 
ing long ſince made Notorious Ship- 
Wrack of his Own Conſcience and 
Logalty, is altogether unfit to direCft 
or inſtruCtt Others, in ſuch Particulars 
of their Duty ; and cannot fairly pre- 
ſame that his Blackeſt Smutt will doany 
{ort of prejudice to the moſt Glortous 
Charatter and Unblemiſh'd Reputation 
in the World : And Zaſtly ; That if, 
by thus villanouſly preſenting his 
R, H. for an Enemy to the State, and 
all 
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an Objedt of the People's Jealouſy, he 
did not propoſe to himſelf, /{compu- 
ting upon the Means, whereby was 
wrought the tn a Exit of the Late 
Duke of Buckizgham) to reach That 
Life by Tumalt or Treachery, which 
the Law Defends; he could not hand- 
ſomely doubt, bur that the Dake's 1z- 
nocence, ( without his Greatneſs) is 
Competent to Protect him againſt 
Calumny and Slander, or io long, at 
leaſt, as till Perfons can be found, to 
Depoſe Matter enough to ground a Ju- 
dicial Proceſs upon. 


LET. 'Ti- in vain to pretend to the 
Right of Succeſſion, when his Treaſons 
were a Self-Depoſition, were he Attually 
Repugnant. Whoſoever Conſpires againſt 
a one Port of the Conſtitution, forfeits 

he can Clatm by any Other Branch 
of it. To be Acceſſary to a Plot for 
the Deitrudtion of the People, ts to ob- 
dicate himſelf from all Legal Pretences 
'of Reigning over them. f 


ANS. Here you have, with the 
Sleight 
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Steight of a Hocus, the Argument tranfs 
ferr'd from a Kivg iti Poſſibility, to & 
King AQuually Regnazrt ; and as For- 
mal a Plex for the Sovereignty of the 
People, as ever Feſait yer Pen'd for 
the Superiority of his Maſter the Pope 5 
And in Truth, it was from That 0«+i- 
ver,that all theſe Levelling and He'liſh 
Principles and Poſitions were Origi- 
nally thot; for his Holyzeſs, at the 
Councel of Conſtance; preſſing hard 
for an Unaccountableneſs, and other 
dangerous Licezces ; They were fain 
to allow hin to be Greater, thanany 
One Particular Member, but Inferior to 
the whole Body ; with ſund'ry other 
Prerogatives, that go Pope before, had 
ever the Confidence to Ak, or Conncet 
to Give: Now Fohnz Major, (Bucha- 
zar's Tator) being a mighty Stickler 
for theſe Eccleſiaſtical Pre-eminences ; 
his Doctle Scholar, upon a Pick ta- 
ken up againſt the Court of Scotland, 
cleverly Tranſplanted all his Maſter's 
Extravagant T ezets, from the Chuich, 
into the Stare; and in his Dralogue 
concerning the Rights of the Scoxriſh 


Realm, 


"Sw wrt ces 4 


| 


| 
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| Realms, ( from whence This Pamphlc- 

| tiere, and all our Demagognes, do ge- 

| nerally fetch their Anti-Moxarchicel. 
| Thefes ) Inveſted the Multitnde wirh | 
* all the the Authorities over their Prin | 


ces, that the Other had phced in/ 


| the Biſhop of Rome. And This is the 


true Extraction of Thoſe, that are 
now under Cognizance. Now, -the 
Tranfition from the Heir to the Pof- 
ſſſor, is fo Natural, and their Inte- 
reſts ſo abſolutely One and the Same, 
that what-ever operates to the Preju- 
dice of the Oze, muſt needs ſenſibly 
affe& the Other : Tr being evidenr, 
that they have both the Same Right, 
and differ only in the Time of their 


Enjoying it; even as an Embrio has 


as much Right to Life, as a Child at 
ready Born; neither is it lefs Mny- 
ther, in the Sight of God, or againft 
the Law of Nature, to procure Abor- 
Zion in the One, than to Take away 
the Life of the Other. 'But as to the 
Nature of This Government, in Gene- 


ral ; ample SatisfaQtion may be had 


| In Stamford, Dyer, Crompton, and Coke, 


who 
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who are Unanimous, that the Xzg |: 
i the Fountain of Juſtice, and that the 
Supreme Power ts Solely, Peculiarly, and 
Incommunicably in His Hand : And for 
theſe Poſitions, in Particular ; Biſhop 
Maxwel, Diggs, Admirable Filmer, 
(nay, and the Preceding Section too, 
by Azticipation) have fo _ y hand- 
led, and ſubſtantially contuted them, 
thar it may ſuffice, only to refer Thi- 
ther for Content. So that, to theſe 
Flagitious and Treaſonous Abſurdities, 
I ſhall only oppoſe a Paſſage or Two 
out of a leſs Common Author, (Bra- 
don) who is worthily Famous for his 
Knowledge in the Civil and Common- 
Law,) and {o have done with them. 
The King ({ayes he) has Supreme Pow- 
er in all Civil Cauſes, and is (Super 
omnes) over all Perſons ; over the Bo- 
dy Politick; All Furiſditions are in 
Him; The Material Sword of Right 
belongs to Him; ' and whatſoever con- 
duces $0 Peace ; that the People commit-* 
red to his Charge, may live peaceable 
and quiet Lives: The Power of Parlia- 
ments, 474d of Holding Aſſizes, and Pu- 
niſhing 
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niſhing Detinquents, is derived from 


Him : "For Laws were vainly Enacted, 
if theje were wet ſome Body Enabled to 
Protet# Us, by Defendino Them. Itis 
not poſſible to ſpeak more _— 
than he has done-in the Fifth Para- 
graph : for There he tells us, il! are 
inder the King, 4a»d the King only an- 
der God; he hoe h no Equal in his Realm, 
becauſe 1 hen, he could not Command 4ll; 
foraſmnch as amonoſt Equals there can 
be rio Empire : Therefore, much leſs are 
any His Supertours, or can Challenze prea- 


' ter Power; becanſe, in ſuch a Caſe, , He 


world be ander His Subjects : The King 
is uot under Man ; nor can the People; 
under any Notion, or pot any Pre- 
text whatſoever, call Him to an A:- 
connt, cr ary way Injure Him, let Itis 
Crimes be never ſy Great ; becauſe it is 
80 God atone, that He muſt Stand or 
Fall, and it ouvht to be accounted Pu- 
wiſhmeat ſufficient, to have the Almigh- 
ty for an Avenger. If He will not hes i - 
ken to our Tuſt aud Reaſon. tle Deſirer, 
we cannot help it: For His Deeds are 
not to be queſtioned ; much leſs may we 

H Un- 


————— 
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Undo, by Force, what He (ball Do'; tho 
08 according to Right, &Cc. 

Toconelude ; onarchy Compoun- 
ded of Three Co-ordinate Eftates, itt 
plairt Engliſh, ſpeaks This Non-ſenſe ; 
the Power which One only hath, is in 
Three, foyntly and equally : Beſide that, 
if the King, Lords, and Commons are 
Joyntly the Supreme Governors, the Cor- 
relatum 15 wanting ; for none are left, 
over Whom they ſhould Reign: we 
fhould have x K:n2dom withonr a Sub- 
jeff, becauſe A may Challenge a 
Share in the Sovereignty : It may be 
noted too, that the Lav Entrufts the 
King, not the People, or the Tivo Hou- 
fes,, with the Svvereignty ; for they 
only Repreſent the Subject, oppoſed 
rw the K/zo; who is their Sopericr 
by Humaz, and conſequently Divine 
Lavs ; both as their Natural King, 
and* as Goa's Anointed, His Repreſen- 
FaFtve. 


LET. Now the being Seduc'd, and 
Seducing ſo many of His Majeſty's Sub- 
fefts from the Eſtabliſhed Rokgion bs 
_ Tha# 
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That of Popery, # Treaſon by Two 
Statutes, VIZ. EZ. 22.1. Jam. 3. 4. 
and for which ( ſay the words of the 
Statute,) They ſhall Forfeit, as in 
Caſes of High-Treaſon ; 4s the Late 
Proclamation by King ard: Councel, 
hath alſo ſignificantly declared. 


ANS. I have not yet been able 
to meet with any more direCt Inti- 
mations of the Duke's Being a Papiit, 
than his not Coming to Church, and 
Taking the Oaths that might Capa- 
citate him for the Enjoyment of ſuch 
Offices, as his Birth and Merit, with- 
out Them, do juſtly Entitle him to. 
Now, ſuch a Noz-conformity is agree- 
able not only to the ſeveral Claſſes 
and Subdiviſions of Proteſtantiſm, bur 
to all the other Modes and Forms of 
worſhip, in the World: And as to 
his not Swearing; That Reluftancy 
may, for ought we know, rather pro- 
ceed from a Belicf, that all Oaths are 
Unlawful ; as not only divers Chriſti- | 
ans of Old, and the Qrakers at this, 
Day ; bur alſo the moſt Refined, and! 


H 2 Inge- 


«< 


The Jmpoſts2 Erpos'd, &e. 


216 


ingeniouſly Learned of all Modern 
Seas (the Socinians,) do maintain ; 
Than that he thinks the Matter of 
thoſe that the Zaw requires, to be 
Damnable or Heretical. So that, all 
This 1s no more Conclulive of his 
Being a Papiit, than a Preſbyterian, 
Independent, Quaker, Socinian, nay, a 
Turk, or a Few. . He ſhould have pro- 
duc'd ſome Inſtances too, of ſuch as 
had been Reconciled to Rome by the 
Dukes Means, if he would not have had 
it thought, that to Calumaiate, not to 
Prove, was the Chief of his Buſineſs : 
for So many, is juſt None at all: And 
1t 15 notorious, that he not only breeds 
all his Childrex Proteſtants, but gene- 
rally leaves his very Pomr/ticks to the 
Same Perſwalions that they brought 
mto his Service, God forbid, that 
every one ſhould be a: Pap!/ft, whom, 
not Poſitive Evidences, but only Fa- 
Ction, Malice, Preſumption, ar ſlight 
Circumſtances, have labour'd fo to Re- 
pr< ſent: Put admitting (tho not gran- 
ting) him to be Mow of the Romiſh 
Communion; Who can ſay yet, = 
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he has not been {ſo ever fince he came 
to the Uſe of Reaſon, and was forc'd 
to fly, to avoyd the EfteQts of the late 
Rebellion? If ſo; Thoſe Rebels that 
occaſioned this Evil, have more to 
Anſwer for, than He that, before his 
Years enabled. him to underſtand bet- 
ter, ſ{uffer'd himſelf (out of an Ab- 
horrence of {ſuch Villanies) to be Se- 
duc'd; neither is He, in That Caſe, 
Iyable to the Pains of Treaſon, in 
theſe Statutes pronounced againſt the 
Perverters, and Perverted to Popery : 
Nay, and (in a Word) tho it were 
otherwiſe, yet the General 4 of 7n- 
demnity, Pals'd in 1673. makes him, 
on This Foot, ſtand RefFus iz Cura, 


and Innocent before any Earthly Tri- 


bunal. 


LET. The Conuntenancing the Bur- 
aing of London. 


AN S. Shameleſs /mpoitor ! Was he 
not Then (what-ever he be Now) a 
Zealous Proteſtant ? And, Is 1t not as 
undenyable, thar, partly out of Gra- 
H 3 titude 
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titude to his Beloved Londoners, (whoſe 
Minion he was) but chiefly to Pre- 
' ſerve the Magazine of the Strength 
and Treaſure of the Kingdom from ut- 
ter Ruin, he expos'd his Perſon to a' 
Thouſand Dangers, to Reſcue the Ci- 
ty from Deſtruction? Was he not 
as Buſite and Nimble, in breaking o- 
pen Pipes and Conduits, for Water, 
and Reaching of Buckets, as the mean- 
eſt Perſon in the Streets ? Did he not 
. Clear all Paſſages from ſuch Throngs 
and Crowds, as hinder'd the Carry- 
ing away of Goods ; and appoint his 
Guaras and Servants to Condutt them 
to Secure Places? -In ſhort; Was he 
"not; for ſeveral Nights and Daye: 
(without Sleep, or Reſt from Labour) 
{cen in all parts, giving Neceſiary Or- 
ders for preventing the further Spread- 
ing of the Corfiagration ; * as if Love 
(which uſually works Miracles) had 
Multply'd him, or rather given him 
a kind of Ub:quity ? - Infomuch, that; 
next to the Diſpoſitions of Providexce, 
we ſtand chiefly indebted, for what 
of it was left, to H# Indefatigable In- 


duſtry, 


| duſtry, and Eminerit Prudence: S9 

far he was from Countenancing the Pro- 
greſfion of the Flames! Wherefore, 
; If the Papiſts may not, yet certainly 

his R, H. ought wholly to be Acquit- 
ted, in This Particular; eſpecially 
when we call to mind, that the Pha- 
natical Plotters, Executed in April be- 
fore, Confels'd at Tybar», That they 
had fo Contriv'd that Fatal Scene, that 
it could not Miſcarry ; and that the E- 
vent verify'd their Prediion to a Day, 
as to the Fire, tho not to the reſt of 
their intended 7 rayeay. 


LET. The Endeavouring fo Alter 
the Limited Monarchy into 4 Deſpo- 
tick Rule, 


ANS. What Proof of This? For 
let me tell the Libeller, (and all the 
world too) That He ever held the 
Conſtitutions of the Kingdom, as Sa- 
cred and Inviolable, in Reference tq 
the People, as He now does in Regard 
of his Own Right: and hath been, 
by his Advice, and Influence over the 
| H 4 Great 
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Great Mihifters,*the Principal Oppug» 
ner of alk. the French zigents;-- who, 
in Subſerviency to their: Evti Ends, 
would {tt} be.{ampering towurd the 
Piſtinguiſhivg and Raiſing an Oppo: 
fition betwixr the King's Intereſt, and 
That. of the People. Bur if our Mini- 
fiers have: made any Falle Steps, *tis 
nothing to- Him; - for every* Body 
knows; who have been rhe Sule and 
Publick Managers of Aftaifs ; and thefe 
can witreſs, that he could never be 
reckon'd in- their Number : He was 
to far from being Priyy to the Advice 
of Breaking the Trpple- League, or 
making an Alhyzce with Frapre, that 
tenofouner.heard of, but he'Oppog'd 
it, and (with Caſſanlr's Fate )' fores 
told the Iſſue : He Influenc'd nor a 


War with Hollzzd'; - Dilend; eft Car- 


rliago, was not His Seatence ; - being 
ig: great a. Stranger - to (the Artempr 


upon the Sy2vrm2- Fltet, before a Breach 


Declar'd ; that S1r EdajraYÞraga.Cwho 


was known to be lus/Cxeature) was 


not thought fit to be Entruſted with 
the Secret; and fo the Defign miC- 


carry d, 
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Carry'd, not 2 little-to His: Highneſs's 
Honour : [He had no Hand 16 D/v/- 
ding the F leet; in the Firit Duith war ;; 
halling it up at Chattam, before a Peace 
| Concluded; the Shutting” up of the 
E Exchequer ; theInjunctionsagainit the 
* Bankers, the Entrenching upon the 
' Commor's Right of filling up their Va- 
' eancies; nor conſequently, in the 0- 
{ ther Link of this Chain and Contrt- 
vance, the Projed# of Indul{gence ; [Thoz 
ro give him his Due, he was for ſtea- 
dily purſuing Reſolutions, when once 
taken; as' knowing, that to do ©- 
therwiſe, . were to leflen our Power, 
and make us Contemptible at Home 
and Abtoad.] Bur, on the Other ſide, 
He made it his Bus'neſs to free the 
People from their Fatal Longings af- 
ter. a Common-wealth, to which the 
Contagion of the Late Times had en- 
flav'd them; with what Succeſs, will 
ealily appear, when we conſider how 
much the Reverence due to Majeity 
151mpair'd, 'and Anti-monarchical Prin- 
ciples are {pread, within theſe Seven 
Years, 'lince (upon ſome Re” 3 
ved, 


. 
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ved, Popular Jealouſies) he declin'd 
the Influence he had upon rhe State, 
by his Great Employments : and like- 
wiſe, to Reward and Prefer ſuch 
brave Souls, as had fignaliz'd their 
Loyalty to His Father or B2other, 
in the Diſorder of Their Afﬀairs, and 


were profeſs'd - Enemies to all that Þ 


(upon the Specious Pretences of Se- 
—_ the —_ Liberties) {ought to 
involve us in Freſh Troubles: He hath 
maintain'd Correſpondence with For- 
reign Prixces, by His Majeitys Appro- 
barion, for Securing the Well-fare of 
the Nation ; -and Endeavour'd alſo to 
draw them into Allyances with us, 
to Oppoſe the Frexch particularly, or 
all other Enemies that ſhould any way 
ſeek to Prejudice our Legal E#abliſh- 
ments ," as his Secret Counſe/s, and 
Letters ſent, with the Kin2's Allow- 
ance, to our ſeveral Ambaſſadors a- 
broad, (and yet to be ſeen) do un- 
controulably Demonſtrate: And name- 
iy, the Tr:pple-League (which wasthe 
beſt ConjunCtion, that ever the Kirg 
Enter'd into) was of His Advifing, ; 

"y Io 
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! To check the Torrent of the French 
| | Succeſſes, by creating them Work ar 
þÞ Home, he alſo Forwarded all he could. 
Þ an Alzanrce, (Propoſed by a French 
© Gentleman, ( Mr. Rohux) to His 24«- 
v jetty) For the Securing of Forreign Pro- 
| teſtants ; which would (in all proba- 
| bility) have come to a Happy Iflue, 
| had not Mr. de Yerax (who, after the 
InſurreQion in the Yivarets, Fled hi- 
ther, and Rid ſometime in the Guard) 
made Sale of the Secret, the Safety of 
his Friezd,-( for 'tho, upon Notice of 
* | the Treachery, Mr. Rohux Retired in- 
| to Swtzer-land, yet a Party of French 
Horſe ſoon Apprehended him There, 
| and Convey'd him to the Baſile: 
{ where, after a ſhort Impriſonment, 
| he was Broken upon the Wheel) and 
| the Proteſtant Religion, in That King- 
dom, all at once, to Mr. Rovigny (the 
French-Leiger here) for Two Hundred 
Piflols, and no longer ſince than This 
Summer, at Windſor, he Facilitated the 
Treaty of Allyauce Made between T hu, 
and.the Crown of Spain, for the Com- 
mon Security of Both Nations, againſt 


| 
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all Enemies whatſoever, and to the Þþ 
inexpreſſible Advantage of our Mer- Þ 
chants in That Country, and all other Þ 
Parts of the Spaniſh Dominions : Tho Þ 


it was againſt His Will, (as I have 
faid before) that the Dutch wars were 
Commenc'd; yet, the Reſolution be- 
mg taken by Thoſe whoſe ll « « 
Eaw, in Sheathing or Unſheathing the 
Sword of the Subje&t, He Valiantly, 
and for the Glory of the Exz/ifh Na- 
rion, 1n the Fir#, with many Thou- 
{ands of their Souldiers and Sea-men, 
Sunk a great Part of their Fleet, Blew 
up their Admiral, and with Him the 
very Reputation of their Naval Power, 


(thought before Invincible) and, by 


Sacking Shevelinz, made Proud Am- 
fterdam Tremble ; for which great 
Services, as England ſhall ever be in- 
debted, ſo, the Parlizment then Sit- 
ting, were pleas'd to Yore him a Hun- 
dred T houſand Pound, ' as a Small Ac- 
knowledgment of His Merit, and Their 
AﬀeCtions ; and London, and all o- 
ther Places, entertain'd Him with 
Acclamations of Joy : Nor did he lefs 
wn; deſerve 
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{ deſerve the Hatred of his Enemies, 
Band Love of his Country, _ in the Zaft 
Ew ; in which (notwithſtanding the 
© Diſadvantages of wird and Tyae, a 

C Thick Miſt, and his being at Archor, 
when Set' upon ; yet) he Behav'd 

Himſelf with that Gallantry, that De 
| Ruyter Was forc'd to own Us Invincible, 
and that His R. H. exceeded all the 
| Admirals in Chriſtendom, as much in 
| Bravery, as in Birth; as having, in 
the Heat of the Engagement, (when 
Re-fitting would lole the Benefit of 
this Orders and Attion) chang'd Ships 
Joftener than Great Gezerals at Land 
do their Horſes: Neither muſt it 
be forgot, that in B9th wars, the 
| Change of Admirals alter'd the Suc- 
'cels: when the Late Expedition into 
| Flanders was thought really defign'd 
Jagainſt the French, he put all his E- 
| quipage into a Readynels, and vow'd 
[to Retrieve the Reputation of Exg/azd 
by Death or Conqueſt ; but a Great: 
Man (T bez at the He/m, but Now in 
the Hold) thought fit to Adviſe ano- 
ther General; which occafion'd Thay 
| Impoſi- 
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Impoſition of Peace, under which all F 
the States of Chriftendom do more o 
Iefs feel the heavy Preſſures of the Þ 
French Inſolence ; whereas, had not 


that Unhappy Stop been put to the |! 
Parliament's Proceedings, and the 


Duke's Reſolutions, Exrope would (inF 
all probability) have had ſufficien Þ 


Ground to hope for a Reſtanration, inÞ | 
a few Years, to her Priſtine Tranqui Þ 
lity : The King wanting Money for Þ + 


the Defending of Tangier, His High þ 
eſs, rather than ſo Important a Place Þ 
for the Trade of the Szreights, ſhould 
fall into the Hands of the Moors, and 
perhaps by Them be Deliver'd up to 
worſe Enemiesg Generouſly Disburs'd 
4 very Conſiderable Sum of Money 
for its Preſervation ; thereby demon- 
ſtrating how Sollicirous he 1s for the 
Weal of England, even at a Time 
when » In Brief, and to 
Crown all; Hearing of a Nev Prejett 
for the Giving of the King $ix Huw 
dared Thouſand Pounds, upon Conditi- 
on of His Conlenting to the Bill of 
Exclufion, Allowing of a New-Sett of 
Min 
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Miniſters, 8:c. Iam Credibly inform'd 
he wrote to His Majeſty to This Ef- 
fet: That 1f He could be Secure His 
Parliament would Agree with Him, op- 


| on Quitting His Intereft; He ſhould not 


longer ſtruggle for Aim,who would not only 
hazard Hi (Ancertain Hopes of a Crown, 


| but frankly Expoſe His Life alſo, to do 


| Him Service; whoſe Long Reign and 


Happyneſs, (xotwithſtanding all the For- 
eries of His Enemies) he as heartily 


' wiſh'd (he faid,) a5 any other the moit 


Loyal Subjeit in His Dominions. 
Now all This, being clear and un- 
doubred Matter of Fatt, I ſubmir 


| it to be judg'd how far His R. H: 


has all along been from attempting 
to alter the Limited Monarchy to 4 
Deſpotick Rule. 


LET. And combining with the P4- 
piſts in all the parts of the Late Plots 
make him liable to an Ax, while he is 
#ſpiring to 4 Scepter. 


AN S. There is not a True Word 
in all this; for it was the Dxke _ 
| If, 


PY 
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felf, who [When Father 3edene field Þ 
brought him the treaſonable Letrers 
concerning the Plot and tould him F 
(fallly enough, no doubt of it) there Þ 
was miſchief defign'd to his R.'H.F 
in particular, or to Himſelf, or the Pa- Þ 
piſts m general for that the -Enclo- Þ 
ſed Letters were forg'd, -and one of Þ 
them from a Perſon (Dr. Fo2arthy) Þ 
whole very name. he never $ much 
as heard of beforc]rmmediately ſhew- Þ . 
ed the Packer to the King, that fo Þ 
the Confpirators and Papers might be Þ 
Seiz'd, and the Truth fitted our; and F 
His Majeity, looking upon One of the 
Letters, faid, He had ſeen the Hand Þ 
before ; and gave fuoch little Heed Þ 
to. the Contents of them, that my F 
Lord Darby ( in His Caſe) Afſures us; Þ 
the Plot had never been brought Þ 
upon the Stage ; but for the Dake's : 
Importunity : Nay further, ſome eight 
Dayes after This, Sir Eamondbury Þ 
Godfrey ſent, by Coleman, the Whole 
Diſcovery ; with which the Duke a ſe- Þ 
cond Time acquainted the Xizo, who 
vet ſpake not any thing to hinv of Þ 
the F 
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the Matter. So taat, if to Theſe 
certain Particulars we ſub-joyn, that 
Mr. Oates, and Capt. Bealow, (the Two 
Poles, on which the whole Frame of 
the JIlot has its Motion and Circum- 
giration) and all the K:722's w:tzſſes 
have Unanimouſly, both in Prizt and 
Diſcourſe, acquitted Him from being 
Privy, of Conlenting to, or Co-ope- 


| rating 1a any Part of rhat Helliſh Caz- 
| ſpiracy ; as by their ſeveral Depoſtiti- 
| os, the Fournals of Bath Houſes of 


Parbament, and the Tefl:monies of ſun- 
dry Perſons of Honour, may (at any 


| time) be made fully to appear : His 
| Innocence, and Abhorreace of ſuch Yu- 
| {anies, mult (on all Sides) be granted 


” Unqueſtionable. And indeed, every 


one that knows him, will readily 
allow him to be naturally Incapable 
of any ſuch Baſenefles : For the Ez; - 
lifh, Scotch, and 1riſh, the French, Spa- 
tiards, Flemminss, and Dutch, the 


| German, Swede, and Dane, have Secn 


* and Felt his Bravery, to their Hononr, 


Coft, and Exvy; and are. able to: 


| Witneſs, that He is a Prize not only 


[| ol 
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of an Innats Courage, Fearleſs, and 
Intrepid as a Lyoz; but a Commander 
of great Experience both at Land 
and Sea, of a truly Martial Temper; 
Patient of Cold, Heat, Hunger, Thirſt, 
and all the Toyls and Fatigues inct- 
dent to War; Spritely, but not 
Raſh; Wary and Secure in his Con- 
duQ, and ſtill Fortunate and Succeſs- 
ful in the Events of his Battles and 
Engagements; of ripe Wiſdom, rea- 
dy Apprehenſion, ſingular Induſtry 
and Application to'Bus'neſs; mature 
m Council, quick in Execution, and 
inflexible in his Refolutions, whilſt 
fuitable to the True Intereſt of the 
Publick ; of a Noble Preſence, Aﬀa- 
ble Behaviour, with a Mixture of Plea- 
{antneS in his Words and AQtions, 
that wins powerfully upon all that 
hear him; and, in Diſcourſe, Solid 
2nd Pertinent,. but voyd of Flonriſh, 


and empty Oftentation of Wit: He 


is, in all things, Temperate and So- 
ber; in his Dealings between Man 
and Man, nicely Juit;: in his Word 
and Promiſes ftritly Faithful, and 
relign 
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religiouſly PunCtual; Sincere in his 
| Friendſhips and Proteſſions ; a Kind 
Brother, & a Dutyful Subject ; an Ob- 
liging Husband, and an Excellent Ma- 
ter; Brave and Generous; Liberal, 
| but not Profuſe ; Reſolute, but nor 
| Stubborn; Great, but not Proud ; 
Humble, but not Abje&t; not of a 
Narrow, Perſecuting Spirit ; ſo much 
in Love with his Owz, as to deſpiſe 
the Opinions of all Ozhers ; or deſirous 
of any Liberties, that he would not 
Grant; in Al his Attions ſhewing 
| Himſelf a Gentleman, but in Noxe for- 
getting that He isa Prizce. Ina word, 
He is what the Frezxch call Tin Loncit 
Homme, which fignities a Perſon 
compoſed of all the Good Qualities 
that make Men truly Valuable: And 
tho, as Fleſh and Blood, he cannot be 
free from Paſſions, and Human Frail- 
ties; yer, in the World perhaps, there 
are not many Prinees to be found with 
fewer ; - being doubly Related to Ft: z- 
ry the Great, by his Bzrth, and by his 
Swufferings. 
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A Notable MercurialiF, in a late 
Extravagant Paradox, has taken a great Þ 
deal of Pains to make out, that His F 
Rozal Highneſs is the worſe for being | 
Better; but he that has made God þ 
Himſelf the Author of Sin, brought Þ 
Him into a Plot againſt the People, Þ 
and averr'd Him to have Predeitinated 
This Land to De#ruttion, may be al- 
tow'd to Treat his Fellow-Creatures a 
little Courſely : Nor indeed, is it 
much to be wonder'd at, that, as a 
Weak and Diſeaſed Sromack naufſeats 
even the beſt Reſtorative; ſo our Na- 
fion, amidſt the Confuſlions and Di- 
ftraftions, thar the Fear of Loſing its 
Liverty (originally inftilld by fuch 
Incenaiaries as This) has put it into, 
fhould dread none ſo much as Him, 
who, of all Men living, is the moſt F 
Paſſionate Lover of his Country, and 
the belt Able and Willing, were He | 
a King, to Protect and Defend it. 
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S2SET x. 


BY Fe FJghtbly * A more Unaccoun- 


table Thing yet than all the 


' Former, ts, To ſee the King (6 far con- 


cern Himſelf, in havins the Succeſſion 


' Declared and Determined : For, it is not 


uſual to find a Prince appear in Favour 
of a Brother, when ſo many are in the 
Belief, that He hath a Legitimate Son 


of His Own. Many Kings have Er — 


deavour'd the Advancement of their Ba- 


| ſtard Children, to the Excluſion of their 


neareit Relations of the Right Blood ; 
Only Charles the Second, wil! be the 
Firſt 0# the File of Hiftory, that, when 
nothing but His bare Word was needfub 
to the Settling His Dominions on His 
Son, 45 Legitimately Born ; He alone, 
and in the Face of ftrong Suſpicions ta 
the contrary, would inſiauate him to be 
only His Natural Son ; and for 10 G& 
ther Reaſon, but that He would Gratify 
I 3 His 
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His greateſt Enemies. I'm ſure, we read 
of few Kings, that ever gave ary great 
Countenance to their Brethren, when they 
were their Preſumptive Heirs; zho, 
in the mean time, they would. not de. 
prive them of their Legal Rights, pro- 
wiiing they came to Ont-live Them. 


ANS. The Force of This Argu- 
12ent comes not up to the Drift of 
it ; for it byaſſes thus; Becauſe rhere 
have been Barbarous and Unnatural 
Princes 1n the World, therefore it is 
LUnaccountable, why Charles the Se- 
cond ſhould pretend ro Humanity : 
And, becauſe the Turkiſh Policy (till 
waſhes the Grand Se:/grior away to 
the Throne, with the Blood of all his 
Brethren ; therefore, Our King ought 
not to ſpare, or at leaſt not to indulge 
His. Now, What does he, Hereby, 
but ſtrive to Reproach and Poiſon the 
Fountain of all our Comforts, the Un- 
parallePd Faſtire and Clememcy of our 
Gracious Sovereign; a Clemency, 
that has exceeded rhe Standard of all 
Ages ſince the Creation, and to 


which 
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| which even this Mar of Face himſelf, 
| Rands at this inſtant indebted for the 
| very Ayr he breaths? What does he 
{ but, as much as in Him lyes, violate 
* the Bonds and DiQtates of Society and 
| Good Nature, place us in a worle Con- 
| dition than the very Beaſts, and run 
| us back again into Mr. Hobb's Origi- 
| nal State of War; by advancing in 
every Man, by {ſo palpable an mu- 
endo, a Common Dithdence of his 
| Neighbour ? This being only a Conr- 
| tey-part of That Matchleſs piece .of 
| State-Quackery, the Appeal, (ir dropt 
' from the ſelf-ſame Qui// roo) which 
: labours to prove our beſt Friends, and 
| neareſt ol ren to be more Dange- 
rous, than our Profeſs'd Enemies. 
Now, if this Doctrine hold good, it 
| will, however, acquit His Majeſty, 
| 10 Gratifying (as he villanouſly aſſerts) 
| His greateff Enemies, But, Was ſuch 
| then the only Reaſon that induc'd 
Him to refuſe His Royal ord, in Con- 
firmation of ſo Impious a Forgery ? 
| Or, Did He not rather find Himſelf 
| oblig'd to That Refuſal, in Caſe He 
| I 4 would 
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would be True to His Orr, and His 
Family's Honour and Intereſt ? Why 
ſhould tie be thought to have ſo ſoon 
torgot the Quality and Diſpoſition of 
Tlus Brat's Foſter - Father ? Or the 
Conſequences of the Sheeps Baniſh- 
ing their Pogs, upon a League made 
with the e wolves, in the Apologue Of 
C Lg ws wolſey's Pulling down Two 

Three Monafteries, to Erect a Col- 
, « with the Materials ; Of Henry 
the Sixth's Conlenting to the Deſtru- 


Eticn of is Hacle, the Good Dake of 


Glocefler, Ofthe Protector 's Removing 
his Brother (the Admiral,) in Edward 
ihe Sixth's Time; The Murtker of 
315 molt 12Neſtatit Father, upon 
Acccunt of Popery; The Late Tryat 
of a Holy rother, for ſaying, The Duke 
was 4 Papilt, azd the King Little bettex ; 
Or, in 1 Vw ord, that the Ch: 1rch- Mcn, 
2nd gl 't the Biſhops (out Tw2,) are oe- 
nerally Pranded tor Paprffs i Maſque- 
rade ? It was never yet imputed as a 
Fault in any of our Monarchs, to di- 
{truſt the Extraordinary Careſſes, and 
Sollicitouſneſs of 2 Reeonciled Ene- 


my, 
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| my, for theit Safety ; of to ſuſpe&t 
| chat their Subjects intended more than 
{ they diſcover'd, when once they came 
to in{ift upon things Unneceſſary, or 
{ Unreaſonable, or contrary to their ex- 
| preſs Command. But no Body will 
{ay, That Our Dayes furniſh ſuch Un- 
| dutiful Inſtances ; Nor do I either in 
This, or any Other Place, intend the 
| leaſt Reflexion, but upon ſuch Par- 
ticular Perſons only, as are bound in 
Gratitude to ſurceaſe meer A&ts of A- 


KF nimolity, tho clouded under a Pub- 


lick Gurze, againſt their Generous Be- 
nefattors. 


- LET. Tea, there are not many Apes 
pait, ſince the Heir Apparent*s bezng 
only Attended by a Greater Train, than 
the King then Refgning over theſe King- 
doms, nfed to be Accompanyed with, 
thous ht ro have given that Jealouſy to 
the Father, 4s Cof# the Toune Gentle- 
man his Life. 


ANS. If This be ſo; then Bro- 
thers are not the Only Objetts of a Prime 
ces 


ee 
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ces Jealouſy: And indeed, the Temp- 
tation of a Crown does not work up- 
on any Man either as a Brother, or a 
Stranger; but equally upon Both : and 
more or leſs, as the Perſon is more 
or leſs Conſcientious. or Ambitious, 
So that, the Danger ariſes from the 
Humour of the Perſon, not from the 
Relation : Nay, and it preſſes ſtronger 
too, from a Popular Fattion, that has 
no Right at all to aCrown, than from 
a Legal Pretendent upon a Claim of 
Deſcent ; becauſe the Oze only waits 
his Time, according to the Courſe 
of Nature ; whereas the Ozher preſ 
fes to his Point by the wayes of 
Blood and Violence, as having no o- 
ther Means to compaſs it. To what 
End then, was This Example pro- 
duc'd, ſeeing it clearly makes againſt 
the Bus'neſs he aims at ? Why, on- 


-ly to inſinuats, as if King Fames had 


Poiſon'd his Son: Which is a Sug- 
ceſtion, the moſt Falſe and Wicked 
that can be imagin'd; it being noto- 
rious, . that Prince Hezrry Dy'd a Na- 
tural Death, (of a Feayer) and _ 

Us 
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| his Father bore the Loſs of him with 
the utmoſt Impatience. 


| +, LET, Surely, conſidering the pre- 
| ſent Poſture of Aﬀairs, and the Obnoxt- 
ouſneſs of the Papiſts to the Law, for 
| their many and continued Conſpiracies a 
| gainſt His Majeſty's Perſon, and Lives 
* of the People, the Proteſtant Religion, 
and the Peace and Safety of the Go- 
vernment :; it were the King and King- 
dom*s Intereſt, to have the D. of Y's 
Title ( as to his Succeeding to the 
: Crown) to be left Undetermin'd and 
| Doubtful. Nor can any thing fo effe- 
Fually Conduce both to the King's Onn 
Security, and That of His Proteſtant 
Subjetts, as to leave the D. of Y. un- 
der a Belief, That, ſhould the King be 
taken away, there u one Still behind, 
that can Diſpute the Crown with Him. 
Nor can the D. of Y's purſuing the 
Having the Right of Succeſſion at T his 
time ſettled, intimate leſs to Conſidering 
| Perſons, but that the Papiſts entertain 
New Deſigns againſt His Ma = 's Life; 
| azd that only they wart ſuch a Declara- 
tion, 
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tion, for the haſtening of the Execution 
of them. 


AN $S. The En2liſh of This is; That 
the only way to ſecure the King's 
Life, is to bequeath to His People the 
Legacy of a Civil War, at His Death. 
Which is an Admirable Proje& que- 
ſtionleſs? But the Subſtance of This 
again occurring, I ſhall Adjourn the 
further Diſcuſhon of it, to a more 
proper Place. 


LET. Your Lordſhip Ezows, that 
Queen Elizabeth would never poſitive- 
ly name Her Succeſſor, tho often 1m- 
portur'd by Patliament /o #o do; for 
She wery well underſtood, that if This 
had been once done, She ſhould after- 
ward Reign only by His Courteſy, and 
owe the Remnant of Her Life, and the 
Peace of the Government, to His Grace 
and Favour, whom She had Publiſhed for 
Preſumptive Heir. 


AN S. That the Prefent Caſe holds 
little or no Proportion with That of 


Queen 
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Queen Elizabeth, is too plain to 
need a Demonſtration : And truly, I 
find the Proceedings of her time moſt 
grolly miſ-interpreted, and miſap- 
ply'd, upon ſundry accounts, meerly 
to ſerve the Turn of a Deſigning Fattr- 
on: As for inftance, The Aſſociation 
Was nothing elſe but a Conurt-Projett, 
or Confederacy, in Prejudice of the Scot- 
| tiſb Line; and fo far from being Uni- 
verlally accepted, that all the Puritans 
of Thoſe Dayes (which were the ſame 
with Our True P2oteſtants, alias 
Fanaticks) abſolutely refuſed to en- 
ter into it ; and decry'd it as a Popiſh 
Contrivance to Exclude a Proteſtant 
' Succeflour; And indeed, ſuch was 
1t underſtood to be,by the Papiits them- 
ſelves; as appears by the Jeſuit Dole- 
man's Book in Juſtification of it. Nor 
was the ſame Leaven of Puritariſm lets 
Zealous in declaiming againſt the Par- 
Hament's Power to divert or alter the 
Succeſſion, when they ſaw the Houte 
of Commons at the Queens Devoricn, 
and leſs Friends to King James's Pre- 
tenſions, than tothole of a Ppr#t : As 
1s 
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is clear from Mr.Wentworth's Treatiſes; 
pen'd expreſly to prove ſuch an 4 
wholly Regal, and of no Force: Tho 
now we ſee the Tide ſtrangely turn'd, 
and who but theſe Mungrel-Proteſtants, 
Now, to contradi&t the Brether-hod 
Then, in all theſe Particulars ; and to 
apply the ſel-ſame Engines to the 
plucking-down of Popery, that the Other 
lookt upon as originally excogitated 
to Raiſe it. But to come to the mat- 
ter. This Quzeez did not refuſe to de- 
clare her Succeſſor ; only {he would not 
ſuffer the Par/zament any way to harp 
upon That firing : And when, upon 
her Death-bed, ſhe was Ask'd her 
Will in-the Caſe, ho ſhould Succeed 
(ſaid ſhe) but the King of Stots ? Won- 
dring (as Cambaden writes) that any 
body ſhould Doubt, or be Ignorant of 
His Right. Nor is it leſs True, that ſhe 
was a Woman of too much Spire and 
Bravery, to forbear ſuch a Manifeſt, 
purely upon the AbjeCt and Ignoble 
Motives that are here pretended. 


LET. And truly, the King*s falling 
/o 


Ki 
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fo immediately 1l, after the D. of Y. 


had fo earneſtly rome for a Formal 
Declaration of his being Next Heir to 


the Crown, occaſioned ſome mens grounds 


| of Fear, that his Diſpatch is not only Re- 


olvd, but the Springs and Cauſes of it 
diſpoſed before ; and that, all things be- 
ing Ripe, This was meerly contriv'd to 
facilitate the Duke's Enterance upon the 
Government. 1n Brief ; matters are ar- 
rived at That Paſs, that the Papiſts can- 
not ſuffer the King to continue, and the 
Duke and They long «ſcape the demerit 
of their Actions: For, as his Majeſty 
cannot ſubſiſt, nor preſerve the Reputa- 
tion of his Crown and Government many 
Months longer without a Parliament ; 
no more can They, through the Number, 
Quality, and —_ of their Crimes, 
bear one. So that the neceſſity of their 
Aﬀaires, as well 2s their inclinations, ſe- 
conded by their Principles, oblige them, 
by one means of another, to Remove 
Him : wherein, if they Succeed, ( as 1 
fee no rational foundation of judging but 
that they will) there is nothing remains 


\fowards the Preſerving Our Religion, 


Lives 
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Lives and Liberties, but to endeavour 
according to the Vote and Reſolve of 
the Laſt Parliament, #0 Revenge his 
Death upon the Papiſts. "7: true; the 
King would not be prevail'd upon by any 
Importunities (tho frequently made by 
the D. at the Board, ow» Wedneſday 
laſt) to Order 4 Council-Table Decla- 
ration, # favour of York's Right to 
Succeed, in caſe his Majeſty ſhould Die 
before Him: Tet the bufineſs would ap- 
pear to be ſo far gone, and all things (5 
aiſpos'd already, in proſpect of what they 
intend; that they cannot, without ha- 
zarding their whole Concernments, recal 
themſelves from the Purpoſe of Murther- | 
:ng Him. Yea, the King's not gratifying 
the Duke, in his ſo often repeated Suit ; 
will now ſerve only to poſſeſs them wit 
Apprehenſions of Fealonuſy, and make them 
accelerate, rather thats delay the wickea- 
neſs. *Tis poſſible they may foreſee that it 
will be accompany'd with greater hazards, 
than it would have been, could they hav? 
compaſſed That buſineſs : But they are | 
ye aſt Retreat, and muſt either Periſh 
'y the Sword of Juſtice, or ſeek to pe. 'f 
F{3 | 


I 
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telf Thy mſetvues, by Detirojing the K1n, 
And tho this failare ezve them greater 


| Apprehenſtons, that th, Y mnt pb th. ir 


Safety by Recourſe to Force, then there 
would have been cauſe for, had the Duke 


| obtained ſuch a Declaration ; yet, men 
in their Circumſtances, and where there 


i« ao Medium, will chuſe rather to wvon- 
ture the being Slain in the Field, thin 
Hang'd on a *Gibber; or to have their 
Heads cut off 1poz a Block. 


AN S. Before I lanch forth into 
2 Particular Examination of the re- 
ipective Branches of this Diabolical 


| Gallimaufry ; due Order requires .a 
| Prefixing of the Declaration (here {0 


often mentioned ) which was :n the 
Form enſuing. 


Charles R; 


E cannnot but take Notice of the 
great Induſtry & Malice, where- 
with ſome Men of a Gedi tiors 


and Reftlefs Spirit, do ſpread a- 
broad a moſt falſe and ſcandalous Report of 


! a Marriage, or Contractof Marriage, ſuppo- 
| ſed to be had and made between Us, and one 


K Mrc\, 
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Msr. Walters, alias Barlow, now Deceaſed, 
Mother of the preſent Duke of Monmouth, 
aiming thereby to fill the Minds of Our Los 
ving Subjects with Dou'ts 2nd Fears, and 
if poſſible, to divide them into Parties and 
Factions, and as much as in them lies, to 
bring into Queſtion the clear undoubted 
Right of our True and Lawful Heirs and 
Succeſlors to the Crown. We have there- 
fore thought Our Selt obliged to let Our 
Loving Subjects ſee what Steps We (out of 
Our Care of Them, and their Poſterity) have 
already made, in order to obviate the ill Con- 
f:quences that ſo Dangerous ani Malicious 
a Report may have, in ſuture Times, upon 
the Peace of Our Kingdoms. 


In Zanuary laſt was Twelve-month, We 
made a Declaration written with Our Own 
Hand, in theſe Words following. 


T Here being a Falſe and Malicious Report 
. enduSfinuuſly ſpread abroad by ſome, who 
who are neither Friends to te, or the Duke of 
Monmouth, as if I ſhould have been either Cons 
wratted,or Marrred to his Mother ; and though 
F am moſt Confident, that this Idle Story Can- 
not have any Effett in this Age ; yet 1 thought 
it my Duty, in Relation to the True Succeſſi- 
01 of This Crown, and that Future iges may 
not have any Pretence to give Diſturbance 
por 
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upon that Score, or any other of This Nas | 


tare, to Declare, as I do here declare in the 


Preſence of Almighty God, That 1 never Was. 


Marryed, or gave any Contratt to-any Wore 


whatſoever, but to my Wife Queen Catherine, ! 
to whom 1 am now Marryed. 1n Witneſs where, 


of, I ſer My Hand, at White-Hall, the Sixily* 


of January, 1679. 
Cnarles R 


And This Declaration I make in the Pre-- 


fence of : 


W. Cant, H,. Coventry, 
H, Finch, GC. F. Williamſon, 


T O ſtrengthen This Declaration, We'did 
in March following(which was March 
laſt was Twelve-month,) make a more Pub- 


lick Declaration inf Our Privy-Conncel, writ- 


ten likewiſe with Our Own Hand ; and ha- 
ving cauſed a true Tranſcript thercof to be 
Entred in Our Council- Books, We Signed 
it, and cauſed the Lords of Our Frivy-Conn- 
ci, then attending, Us in Coxncl, to Subs 
ſcribe the ſame likewiſe, and We Ordered 
the Origjinal:to be kept in the Council-Cheſt, 
where it now remains. The Entry whcreof, 
inthe Council-Book, is in theſe Words fol- 
lowing ; 
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At the Court of White-hall, March 34, 167g. 
0 Preſent 


The KING'S Moſt Excellent Majeſty 


Lord Chancellor Earl of Eſſex 

Lord Treaſurer  FEarl of Bathe 
Duke of Laxderdale Earl of Craven 
Marqueſs of Worceſter Earl of Aylesbury 
Earl of Offory L. Biſhop of London 
Lord Chamberlain L. Biſhop of Durham 
Earl of Sunderland Lord Maynard 

Earl of Clarendon Mr.Vice-Chamberlain. 


H IS Majefty was This Day pleaſed to 

Command, That the Dectaration here- 
after following, be Entred into the Council- 
Book, it being all Written and Signed by 
His Majeſty's Own Hand, in a Paper which 
His Majeſty this Day delivered at the Board, 
to be kept in the Council-Chelt ; viz, 


| kd the Avoiding of any Diſpute, which 
may happen inthe Time to come, Concer- 
ing the Succeſſion of the Crown, 1 do here 
Declare in the Preſence of Almighty God, 
That I never gave nor made any Contratt of 
Marriage, nor was Marryed to any Woman 
whatſoever, but to My preſent Wife Queen Ca- 
therine, #ow Living, Whitc-Hall, rhe Third 
Day of March, 1679, : 
CHARLES R. 


His 


r 
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His Majeſty Commanded Us who were 
preſent at the Making and Signing this De» 
Elaration, to Atteſt the ſame. 


Finch, C. Eſſex 
Danby Bathe 
Lauderdale Craven 
«Worceſter Aylesbury 
Ofſory H. London 
Arlington N, Durham 
Sunderland W. Maynard 
Clarendon G. Garteret, 


þ April laſt, We found the ſame Rumoux 
not only Revived again, but alſo Impro- 
ved with New Acditions; to wit, It was 
given out, That there was a Writing yet ex- 
tant, and lately produced before ſeveral 
Perſons, whereby the ſaid Marriage, or 2 
Contract at leaſt, (for the Report was va- 
rious)would appear; and that there arc ſe- 
veral Lords and Others, yet living, who 
were pretended to have been preſcnt at the 
ſaid Marriage. We knew full well, that it 
was impoſſible, that any thing of This ſhould 
be True, (there bcing nothing more ground- 
leſs and falſe, than that there was any ſuch 
Marriage or Contract between Us, and the 
ſaid Mrs. Walters, alias Barlow) yet We 
proceeded to call before Us, and cauſed to be 
Interrogated in Council. ſuch Lords, and 0- 
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ther Perſons, as the Common Rumour did 
ſurmixe to have been preſent at the preten- 
ded Marriage, or to know ſomething of it, 
or of the ſaid Writing, And thovgh it ap- 
peared to all our Council, upon the Hearing 
cf the ſaid Lords, and other Perſons Inter- 
rogated, and upon their Denying to have 
been preſent at any ſuch Marriage, or to 
kno any thing of it, or of any inch Writing, 
That the Raiſing ani Spreading of ſuch a Re 
port, ſ» incoherent in the ſeveral Parts of it, 
was the Effet of deep Malice in ſome few, 
and of looſe and idle Diſcourſe in others; 
Yet We think it requiſite at this time, to» 
make Our Declrrations above-recited more 
Publick; and to Order the fame (as We 
do hereby with the Advice of Our Privy- 
Council) to be forth-with Printed and Pub- 
lifted. And We do again upon This Occak- 
on, call Almighty God to Witneſs, and De- 
ciare vpon the Faith of a Chriſtian, and the 
VVord ofa King, That there was never any 
Marriage, or Contract of Marriage, had or 
made between Us, and the ſaid Mrs. Walrcrs, 
alias Barlow, tne Duke of Monmeonth's Mo- 
ther, nor between Us, and any VVornan 
whatfuever, Our Royai Conſort Queen Ca- 
terme, that now is, only cxcented, 

And We do hereby {triftly Require and 
Command all Our Subjects whatſocver. That 
bicy preſuine not to Utter or Publiſh any 

thins 
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thing contrary to the Tenor of This Our D:- 
claration, at their Peril, and upon Pain of 
bcing Proceedcd aoninſt according to the 
utmot Severity and Rigour of the Law. 


G:iven at Our Court at White-Hall, the 
Second Day of June, in the Two and 
Thirtyeth Tear of Our Reign, 


On the Fifteenth of the ſame Month 
of June, the Atturney General, by the 
King's Command, moved, in Chazcery, 
That theſe Dec/2rations might be En- 
rolPd, and made A Record of That 
Court, for the preſervation of them ; 
in Order whereunto, the Lords and 
Others of the Privy Council, ( who 
were preſent at the Making and Sign- 
ing of them, and now 1n Coart) being 
defired to Atteſt the ſame, they did ir 
upon their Oaths, as did hkewife the 
Clerks of the Council; and (o, (as I 
have hinted before) they were then 
Enroll'd accordingly. Now, tho This 
Authentical Paper, nay, and even 
Time it ſelf, has ab{olutely blunted 
the Edge, and expos'd the Drift of 
Thele Audacious Sophiftries ; oe | 
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{ſhall reſume, and briefly run over 
the moſt material- Heads of the Paza- 
eraph, 1n order as they he. F:»ſt then, 
Ihe Papiſt's being obnoxious to the 
Law, will hardly juitify our heating 
of one anothers Brains out. And did 
himſelt believe (as he pretends) either 
that the leaving of the Succeſſion 
Dewbtful, were "the moſt cffectual 
j7.CA13S tO iccure the King, or that the 
-::iz4 has any Deſignes Upon h1s Bro- 
ther; How could he Ankver for the 
Publication of ſo important a Secret ? 
Thereby, wv hat in him lyes, Accele- 
Tating that Fatal Blow, that he would 
be thought to Sh:zcld. But His Ma 


7/i's Safety (Ged be thanked!) de- 


pcnds not upon any ſuch Fatilacious 
Pr, Ject ; an Almighty Had, and a 
Stretehod-ont Arm, being itil Ris Pro- 
ELCHOT an id ST ; againſt all the 
Practic. Faiſc Friends, or Open 
Faces 9572417, AS to Queen Elr- 
1beth's not Dec: ring the Srcceſſiom ; 
to whac I have ſaid alrcady, 
bY ID zech to 7Zetland, (the 
coltt 2 Ambai! ador) 1 the Third Year 
- of 
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of Ker Reign; which may be found 
in Buchanan, (Lib, 17.) and ſome of 
our own Chronicles : If it ſhall pleaſe 
God to call Me, ( ſayes the, Queen Y 
yer your Queen ſhall never find, that I 
have done any thing, which may Hurt or 
Impair that Right, which She Claimeth 
to the Kingdom of England, in any 
Sort. And I call God (the Hearer of 
this our Diſcourſe) to witneſs, that I 
know none, next to My Self, whom 1 
can Prefer before Her ; or, if the Mat- 
ter ſhould come into Controverſy, that 
can Debar Her. Tou know what :he 
Competitors are : Upon what Confidence 
or Power can thoſe Simple Things at- 
tempt ſo high a Matter ? And 1 do high- 
ly Commend the wiſdom of your Noble- 
Men, that would both provide Provident- 
ly for their Own Safety, and avoyd (by 
all Means) the Efſufion of Chriſtian 
Blood ; which, 1 confeſs, could not be 
ſaved, if any Faction ſhould Oppoſe it 
{elf ia the Claim of the Kingdom. But, 
where is That Faction? Or, by what 
confidence of any Power can it preſume 
fo to a9? Fe. Nor is ut, unknown, 
how 
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how ſeverely ſhe handed M. Thornton 
(Reader of Lincolns-1nn ) for preſu- 
ming in his Readings, to Refle& upon 
the Scorch-Queens Title. Thirdly, This 
is only a general Scandal improv'd in- 
to a Particular Inſtance ; for, every 
body knows, that ſuch His Majeſties 
Diſtemper, was as natural, as His Re- 
covery 15 unqueſtionable. And Zatly, 
In his following way of Reaſoning, 
under the Counrenance of proving it 
ro be the Papiſts Intereſt to Murther 
the King, What does he leſs, than all 
he can 1n the world, to poſſeſs them 
with the Neceſlity of doing it; and 
conlequently to force them upon it. 
Chuſe rather to venture the being Slain 
in the Field ({ayes he) thin Hang'd npon 
a Gibbet, Were not this Libet almoſt 


as publick as a News-book, and his .| 


Propoſitions erected upon a Falſe Bot- 
tom, I ſhould not have dar'd to ſpeak 
his Words aftcr him. His firſt Argn- 
9:24 runs Thus, The Kinz cannot longs 
be without a Parliament, nor the Papiſts 
beay one ; ſo that, as well upon Neceſſity, 
as Inclination and Principle, they will 
Re- 


: 
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Remove Him, The One half of This 
ſpoken in a Corner, toa knot of Prieſts 
and Jeſuits, and fairly prov'd upon a 
man, would be as much as his Head 
is worth. And is the Crime ever the 
Leſs, for doing the ſame thing in Pub- 
lick, where the Provocation is Stron- 
ger? Theſe Diſcourſes are not to paſs 
tor ſimple Declarations of a man's Op+ 
nion; but Artificial Encouragements 
rather, and Adviles for the Ootng of 
the Thing; eſpecially, it one conlider 
the Pex they come from, and the Cox- 
ſequences : For a Parliament has been 
Calld, the Papiſts have Suffer'd, and 
the KING is yet (and may He long 
continue) Jn Safety, And in Truth, 
what does he lels, by urging that Yere 
of the laſt Houſe of Commons bur 
one, than labour to Incite ſome or 0- 
ther deſperate. Enthnſiaſt (for there are 
Feltens, Poltrots, and Dandelots, as well 
as Clements) to do the Deed; that ſo 
his intented Butcheries may take place ? 
His Other Argument is drawn from 
the Papiſt's far Advancement in their 
Plots upon his Majeſties Perſon, and 
from 
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from His refuſing the Duke a Conrcit- 
Table Declaration in favour of his Right 
to Succeed. By rhe Firſt Branch of ir, 
he fairly intimates the Extraordinary 
Truſt that is Repoſed in Him by the 
Jeſuits, to whom he would be thought 
to be a great Privade : And for the 
Other, it is ( as I noted before) the 
Cardinal Hinge, that Supports the 
whole Fabrick, which neceſlarily 
ſtands or falls with it. Now the 
Manifeit (above) wholly deſtroyes 
this Pretext ; for it preſents a Decla- 
zation, of the ſelf-ſame pPuUrTPOTt with 
the Other, made long before any thing 
of the Plot was ſo much as heard ct: 
And therelore this Latter was only a 
Repetition of the ſame Act, and alto- 
gether unneceſlarv, and unprofitable, 
as to the Papiſts, Nor 1s there any 
thing more Falſe, than that the Duke 
ever Jmv92tun'd, or the X/z2 Deny'd, 
the making of any ſuch Declaration ; 
ſo far were all theſe tems of Terrour 
and Diſſwaſion from Aﬀecting in the 
leaſt, a PRINCE {o Juſt, and Magna- 
nimous, tho Calculated cxpreſly far 


thay 
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that very purpoſe. But why This 


| worſe than Aſtrological Determina- 
| tion upon the KING's Fate to the 


Multitude 2 But that it was his De- 
{igne to Teaze and Chafe the Rabble 
into Rage, and diſpoſe and prepare 
them to entertain any Occaſion for 
Up2oar and Tumult ; and, when their 
Bloud ſhould be up againſt the Con- 
trivers of this Þelliſh Plotzto Miſdrrect 
the Raſh and Outragious Humour: It 
being clear, as well from the Decla- 
ration it elf, as from his own Pez, 
that ſince nothing but Bloud would do 
his Buſineſs, he had reſolv'd if poſſible, 
to Effect the wayes of it. Bur it may 
be worthy the Note of all ſuch MiC- 
creants, that the Word of GOD is 
Expreſs, that The Blond - Thirity ſhall 
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LET. Inethly; As 7 know' not 

who dare Proclaime the 
Duke of York, ſhould the King depart 
this Life before him, ſeeing the Houſe 
of Commons, 7» 4 Bill Twice Read, and 
Paſs d, have made it not only Capital, 
but Treaſonable to do it: So, if my 
Information do not greatly deceive me, 
the Duke of Monmouth, before he was 
Taken from his Mother in Holland, and 
Carryed to Paris, went for, aud was ac- 
knowledzed as Prince of Wales: Azd 
conſequently, to undermine This Title, if, 
in the Iſſme, he ſhould prove ſo, is not 
leſs than Treafon by the Statute. And 
your Honour knows, that thy the King's 
Affirmative might be of ſome Significan- 
cy, toward the Declaration of his Legi- 
timacy, and Corroboration of his Right 
zo the Imperial Crown ; yet his Ne- 
ative izzports juſt Nothing, when Conn 


fron- 
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fronted with Poſitive Evidence to the 
Contrary. 


ANS. Would it dohim any Good, 
I might have told him of a New- Mould- 
ed Bill of the ſame Tenour, in a New- 
Houſe of Commons, that was 7 hrice 
Read and Committed, and ſent up 
to the Lords, and There thrown out 
with ſome Indignation : But it will 
be more to the Purpoſe, to affure him, 
That we are not yet, nor ever are 
likely to be afraid, or ſtand in awe 
of an Ordizance ; much leſs about to 
heed the Dictares of an Abortive Bill. 
As to his Tale about the Prince of 
Wales; fince his own Face will not 
give it for other than an formation, & 
That a Suſpicious One too ; it may 
ſuffice to Obje&t, That Hear-Sazes are 
no Evidence: And in truth, ir is the 
moſt Ridiculous, Improbable, and Un- 
circumſtantiated, in the whole Ze- 
genxd. But to come to his 1ſſue; If 
he has not ſufficiently proved his Po:zf, 
(as 'm ſure, he's yet far enough from 
it) the very Statute he produces in 
Favour 
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Favour of the True Heir, has be- 
queath'd his Four Quarters to the Four 
Gates of the City. And Laſt/y, When 
Poſitive Evidence appears, Ile tell him 
more of my Mind: In the mean- 
while, he would do well to give ſome 
Reaſon why the King's Affurmative 
ſhould do Good, and yet His Neza- 
zive be incapable of doing Hurt. If 
there be any that will not take their 
Prince's Word, in this Caſe, they 
may juſtly deſpair of a Conviction by 
any other Means, than the Voyce of 
an Argel from Heaves : And they are 
wiſh't to have Patience till then. 
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SE 17. All. 
LET. ] Altly; whereas the Part1- 


ſans and Paraſites of the 
D. of Y. would have it judg'd a preat 
Reproach upon the King, that ever He 
ſhow'd be thought to have Marry'da Perſcn 
of ſo low a Quality, as Madam Walters: 
they 
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they do but in That diſcover at once 
their ſmall Acquaintanie with Hiſtory, 
and either their Want of Memory, or In- 
genuity, iz what concerns his R. H. 
Your Lordſhip doth wery well know, that 
Edw. 4. ( tho Attnally in the Throne, 
and withal a Magnanimous and Vietg- 
#1045 Prince, yet) Marry'd. an Ordina- 
ry Geatlewoman; and ſhe not only one 
of his own Subjetts, but the Relick of a 
Former Husband, and the Ividow of an 
Enemy to hs Crown and Family : 
whereas the King, when ſuppoſed to have 
Mairy'd the D. of M's Mother, was A- 
&ually in Exile ; the utmoſt of His Pof- 
| feffions lying in ſome faint Hopes, mhich 
Hu Right to the Engliſh Crown Admi- 
| wiſtred nnto Him. 


ANS. There 1s nothing in This, 
worth taking Notice of ; for tho 1t 
' ſhould all be granted, . yet wowd it 
| not make one Jot for Him; or 18 the 
leaſt prejudice the Truth Laffert: Why 
did he not rather take up tac Vulgar 
Reports uponThis Occaſion; That 4775. 
| Walters mas andeed Marry d tothe Kings 
BW L 68 
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but not by Conſent of Parliament ; »ei- 
ther (as not any-Forreigner) did (he En- 
rich the .Land with a Foynture ; and 
therefore her Children could not Inhe- 
7it. Theſe, now, are /»ſinuations Falle ; 
and equally Wild and Childiſh: For 
the Law takes Notice of no other 
Qualifications, than Loyalty and Uir- 
tue : Bare and Naked Extratt:i9n, 1s 
a Conſideration alſo greatly below the 
Generolity of a Royal Breaft : neither 
is it allow'd any Place, even in the 
Field of Argument. 

Edward the Fourth did indeed Mar- 
Ty a Private Woman; and fo did Har- 
ry the Eighth, ſeveral : Nor was there 
any Breach of Law, in the AQt; for 
Dur Kings are Free, in That Parti- 
cular. But the Conſequence of the 
Match was not over Fortunate to Ea- 
ward, as Chronicles Witneſs: for it 
ſtripuhim of his Crown, and his Coun- 
try too, for a Seaſon; and had like 
to have depriv'd him of his Life, for 
altogether. 


LET. Anda it is not improbable, but 
that 
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that he found it neceſſary to Marry, ra- 
ther than, by taking another Courſe, to 
Alienate the Minas of thoſe farther from 
Him, whoſe Love it was His Intereit to 
Recover ; ſo the Deplorableneſs of His 
Condition, at T hat T ime, gave him ſmall 
Encouragement to demand in Marriaze 
any that was the Dawghter of a Neigh-= 
bour King or Monarch. Mor # it dif- 
ficult to concerve how far the Wit, Beau- 
ty, and Ayre of ſuch a Lady as Madam 
Walters w4s, might prevail upon, and 
entangle a Young Prince Naturally A- 
morous, and alwayes an Aamirer of ſuch 
Qualifications. 


AN $S. He touches, with lo little 
Concern, upon the K:z2's Exile ; the 
hard Shifts that His Majeſty was ſome- 
riumes put to in it; and fo {lightly 
paſſes over the Villanies that cauſed 
them, even when a Juſt Occaſion (as 
Here) preſents it ſelf, to aggravate 
upon the Subject of thoſe Traytor's 
Guilt: aryl the Calamitous Eftets 
of a Rebellious Wantonneſs : that e- 
ven Common Charity it {elf cannot 

Li admit 
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2dmit of a Suppoſal, that He had the 
Honour of any Share art all in thoſe 
Glorious Sufferimgs ; of that His Pulſe 
beats ſtronger toward an Abhorrence, 
than toward an Approbation, and Re- 
petition of ſach Helliſh Practices. 
Now, as to the Politick Part of this 
Little Finger of a Pretext; it anſwers 
it ſelf: For an entire Pif-engagement, 
a Liberty to Aly Himſelf where Hts 
Friendſhip and AﬀeCtion ſhould, by a 
Courſe of Good Offices, be beſt De- 
ferv'd; was undoubtedly His only In- 
tereſt. And he doesnot neither(I hope) 
give Mrs. TO. Beauty and wit,excluſive- 
ly of all others; Wherefore, I can al- 
low thoſe Qualifications to have won 
upon the K:»g Then, becauſe they have 
done it Since too; tho all along, in 
a way quite different from that which 
he here pretends to ſtickle for. And 
then, His Tztte was too Juſt alſo, not 
to Authorize the Demaxd of a wife 
(had His Inclinations fo been) from a- 
ny Neighbour Prince; Nbr were His 
Hopes ever {o Faint, or Condition De- 
plorable, as not+ to Promiſe Succeſs : 
Since 
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Since it cannot be forgot, that even a 
Perkin warbec, a meer 1mpoitor, found 
more Favour than That comes to, from 
a Wiſe and Valiant Scottiſh King. Nay, 
and Hiſtory abounds in Inſtances of the 
like Quality. 


LET. Nay, My Lord; tho the D. 
of Y. hath been twice Marry'd, and when 
in much better Circumſtances, than the 
King Then was ; yet he hath xo great 
Cauſe of beariuo Himſelf upon the An- 
tiquity, or Greatneſs of the Families in- 
to which he hath Match'd : For, Pm ſure, 
neither of His Dutcheſles derived their 


Deſcent from ſo Eminent a. Pedigree, 


or of That Figure in Heraldry, as the 
D. of M's Mother proceeded from. They 
are oreat Strangers in England, who do 
not know, that her Father was a Gentle- 
man of an Old Brittiſh Lineaze, and 
ſtood Poſſeſs'd of a much Fairey Eſtate, 
than the late Lord Chancellor Hide was 
ever Born unto, And tho 1 will caft zo 
R-fleftions upon his Acquiſitions ;, yet This 
may be affirmed with Modeſty, that he 
was more indevted for Them to the Fa- 
L 3 Vu 
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wvour of his Prince, than to any Extra- 
ordinary Merit in Himſelf, or Recom- 
mended by the Dignity and Services of his 
Anceſtors. And one would think, the 
Returns he made unto Hi Majeſty, in 
more than a Thouſand Inſtances, ſhould 
not reader the King very fond of Tranf- 
mitting the Crown to Hs Off-Spring. 


AN S. What if This were True ? 
It is nothing at all to the Purpoſe yet ; 
for it is not the Pedigree, but the Yir- 
zue that is in Queſtion. And again ; 
Suppoſe the Father were not ſo Good 
as he ſhould have been : Thar ought 
not, 1n Juſtice, yet to operate to the 
Prejudice of his more Deſerving, or 
at leaſt more Innocent Dft-Spaing, 
But I find none more ready ro ſhut up 
the Streams of His Majeſty's Clemency 
trom their Fellow-Subjects, than fuch 
generally, as owe (not their E/tates 
only to His Bornty, but) even their 
very Heads too, to His Mercy. 

And it 15 notmeither the bare Ex- 
cluſron of is R. H. (it ſeems) that will 
iatisfy; un'cls the whole Line be Re- 

duc'd 
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duc'd under the ſame Predicament. 
This is a very unlucky Slip! But pro- 
perly enough plac'd here, (i confeſs) in 
regard the End ſhould Naturally follow 
the Mears, 
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LET. MI YT Lord; Having endeavou- 

red to Obey you in One of 
your Commands ; 1ſhall, in the next Place, 
apply my ſelf to the Conſideration of your 
Second: And to eaſe your Lordſhip of 
all Unneceſſary and Superfluous Trouble, 
1 ſhall not Entertain you with any long 
Charatter of Sir Gilbert Gerard ; as 
preſuming, that That Gentleman i fully 
' known unto you. All I (hall therefore ſay 
concerning him, is, That he i ſtill the 
ſame, and of the ſame Prigciples he was, 
when he ſuffer'd ſo much for the King, 
in the late Times : Tilyp is, He # a _ 
Subjeft, a Good Proteſtant, and a True 
Engliſh-Man ; Oze who will obey his 
afro L 4 Prince, 
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Prince, 4s far as Conſcience, Law, and 
Honour, will allow him; but will Sari- 
fice none of Theſe, neither upon Merce- 
nary Terms, nor to avoyd Inpendent 
Dawgers. And, as it were Happy for 
the King, were all His Subjefts of that 
Fioure ſo it would oxeatly redound to 
the Honour of the Church of England, 
ty have all Her Members of That Com- 
plexicn, ang Temper, 


ANS. Herc's a Picfatory Fancgy- 
rick halld in by Head and Shoulders, 
purely to relled a General Scandal up- 
on the Chxrch of Englant, the Sons of 
it, the Friezas of the Government, ag 
by Law Eſtabliſi'd, and His Majeſty's 
molt Loyal & Obedient Subjefts. Which 
i5 a very Ominous /ztroardioz, truly ; 
and ſuthiciently evidences to the In- 
ocnuity of the Segrel, Burt in this 
Rceipcct however, he 15 Worthy of 
{ne Comrendation ; that, where 
he has no Kindacf, he chulcs rather 
to cxprels a fxank P:4ain, than a 
fawning Complyance : Neither is it t9 
be pxpcated, that JU GNI ſhould f9 
CO TT 
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{2on have forgot her pernicious Facul- 
ty of Worſe Speaking ; and fo no Good 
Men can ſuffer by any Reproach, na 
better qualify'd. And, in a Word, 
Sir G:Ubert Gerard pretends to too great 
an Intereſt in the DiQates of Honour, 
Loyalty, and Religion; to thank any 
one ior his Pains,, that ſhall attempt 
to Raiſe him I know not what per- 
yerle Sort of Reputaticr, upon the Ruin 
of theſe Objects of his Love. 


LET. Nor ought his being put out 
of th: Commiſſion of the Peace, be 
Conſtru'd as any Reflection upon him ; 
ſeerzg he hath ſo many Worthy and De- 
ſerving Perſons, in all the Counties of 
England, Sharers with him in the ſame 
Fortune. What the Occafion of That 
Trewtment wat, your Lordſhip fully us- 
gerſlaads, tho you were 30 way Intereſted 
in the Affair, and it is to be hop'd, 
that the King, may in time, diſcover the 
Perniciouſneſs of thoſe Connſels, which 
have prevented His huagrkeniaz to the 
Humble Intreaties of many of His Peo> 
ple, and have Jnfluenc'd Hirg to diſoblige 
| | | 4 great 
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agreat Number of His beit Subjefts. Pm 
fure, both" His Majeſty, and: the King- 
dom do already ſenſibly ſuffer by it, while 
the Geatlemen themſelves ate only Dif- 
charg'd from a Burthen. There may poſ- 
(ibly be ſome mean Souls, who covert be- 
in2 in the Commiſhon, to obtain 4 Re- 
ſpett in their Country, or to make a Gain 
by their Office and Employment ; but 
Sir Gilbert, with thoſe other Gentlemen 
who are in the ſame Predicament with 
him, are Perſons who (in their greateſt 
Privacies) can command 4 Defez ence 
from all about them; and whom God 
hath bleſs'd both with Eſtates and Minas, 
that exalt them above the Temptations 
of Fees for Warrants, or Gratuities for 
Connivance at the Breach of His Maje- 


fty's Laws. 


ANS. Thisis only the Second Pay? 
to the Same Tuxe ; and I produce the 
Paſſage, Chicily to Recommend this 
Infamons Libel to the Hands of Juſtice , 
and not, fromt, to take an Occaſt- 
on to !abour the wiping thoſe ſuppo- 
{ed Spots off the Face of the Sur, a 
| only 
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only a Weak and Malevolent Eye can 
ſpy in's None but the Mecaneſt of 
Mortals, would ever charge the Worlt 
Things upon the Beſt Men: And if 
the Government is ſenſibly touch'd by 
a Blow given to any Member of it ; 
What an Inexpreſhble Reſentment 
muſt it needs have, of this Audacious 
Box 0o'th Ear teach'd to it Self? In 
ſort; Our Change, in the Particu- 
lar he ſpeaks of, is manifeſtly from 
Worſe to Better: Nor is that Coun- 
{el aloof of Virtue and Prudence, that, 
when the Body Politick is Hide-bound, 
recommends a Laxative in place of a 
Reſtringent. This may ſuffice, for My 
Part: The Reſt I leave to the Hang- 
Max. 


LET. But, My Lord ; That I may 
the better give you the Hiſtory of This 
TranſaRQion, (or rather Farce) concer- 
ning Sir Gilbert Gerard's Appearing be- 
fore the Councel ; You may be pleas'd 
to know, that he was ſent for by a Let- 
ter under the Hand of my Lord Sunder- 
land, requiring him to come np immed:- 
ately, 


- 
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ately. And becauſe a Miſlive by the Poſt 
might have too much Preſerv'd the Pri- 
wiledge of a Member of Parliament, and 
intimated tos great a Reſpett to a Gentle- 
man whoſe Brother had loſt” his Life for 
Dwning Hi Majeſty's Intereit under 
Oliver Cromwel, and Himſelf under- 
gone Coſtly and Severe Impriſouments ; 
there was & Creature, tiled a Gentle- 
man-Uſher Order'd to carry the Letter, 
end to bring him to White-Hall. 


ANS. I have not taken any freſh ' 
notice of ſuch Objetions, as were before 
Anſwer'd ; and again Occur'd, in his 
Working up the Narrative to this 
Pitch. TI have likewiſe paſ'd over 
all thoſe Suggeſtions, that tend not 
manifeſtly tro Countenance tie Pre- 
text of the D. of M's Legitins fp, (the 
Principa! of the Debate) and the Ca- 
lumnics upon the Privy-Corxcel, with 
as little Heed as they Deſerv'd. And 
my Replyes upon This, and all that 
follows, ſhall be as SuccinCt too ; the 
Matter of Fa&# being True, for the 
moſt part ; when ſtript of the P_ 
an 


—The Jmpoſtoz Etpos'd, &. 


273 


and Malicious Gloſſes, and Expoſitions 
of the Relater :  Gloſſes {0 groſly and 
palpably Forc'd and Barbarous, that 
it would be an Afﬀront even to the 
tnoſt Dim-ſizhted Judgments, to waſte 
Paper in Pointing out, or Remarking 
upon them. So that, I ſhall only pur 
on the way to his Account of the 
Trarſattion ; preſent, afterward, the 


Short and Truth of it; and ſo make 
An Erd. 


LET. Now, tho Sir Gilbert was hardly 
Recover'd from a Fit of the Stone, and. re- 
main d Confined, by Weakneſs, to his Chamber, 
when theſe Blades arrived at his Houſe; ys 
be immediately Comply'd. with the Meſſage, 
and Addreſs'd himſelf to his Fourney wath all 
the Expedition he cculd; thereby teſtifying at 
once, his Obedience to His Majeſty, and the 
Security he emjoy'd in his own Mind, as to 
his Innocency, tho be knew not what he was 
ſent for. Being come to the Court ; snſtead 
of meeting with my Lord Sunderland, there 
was an Order left for the Condutting him to 
Ar. Coventry, who was then the Other Se- 
cretary of State, tho he bath ſince Reſigned 
to' Sir Leonel Jenkins. But whereas every 

Ratio' al Man would have apprehended, that 
« Parliament-MHan, being ſeiz'd, and brought 
I 
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ſo far Priſoner, within the time of Priviledge, 
would have been queftion'd for nothing leſs 
than a PLOT to Aſſaſſinate the KING, or 4 
Conſpiracy of Levying War againſt the Go- 
vernment; yet, all he was Interrogated about, 
was, if the late Lord of Durham had at any 
time entruſted him with a Btack Box, co:- 
raining a Contratt of Marriage between the 
KING, «1d the Duke of Monmouth*s Me- 
ther ? or, Whether he had ſeen any ſuch Con- 
tra ? You may eaſily apprehend, that he was 
not a little ſurpriz?d, after all the Fatigue 
and Expenſe they had put him to, to find him- 
ſelf examin'd in Relationto ſo Ridiculous and 
Romantick,a Story : However, being oblig*d 
ro maks a Civil Anſwer, he told the 
Secretary, That he was neither intruſt- 
ed with fucha Box, nor had ſo much as 
heard of ſuch a Contract, Which Reply 
of Sir Gilbert*'s being Recorded in Writing, 
Ar. Coventry was pleas'd to tell him, (by 
what Warranty we may poſſibly know ſome 
other time) That he was oblig'd both to Sub. 
ſcribe it, and to Ratify it by an Oath. Sx 
Gilbert, being more amazed than before, Re. 
plyed; That as he little imagin'd, that he 
had been ſent for upon a Buſineſs of That 
Nature, ſeeing he knew no Reaſon why his 
Name ſhould be Intereſted in it; fo he would 
neither ſet his Hand to the Anſwer he had 
given,or Take his Oath to Confirm it. And 

indeed 
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indeed, be bad Reaſon for what be ſaid; for, 
How could he know, but This might be @ 
Leading. Queſtion to ſome thing elſe ? for 
whoſoever had invented T hat Fabulous Story, 
might, with as much Truth, and with more 
Senſe, have charg'd him with ſome Criminal 
Matter, Accordingly, inſtead of doing what 
was requir'd by Mr. Coventry, be only ask't, 
Whether he was ſent for thither, and ta- 
ken into Cuitody, as a Criminal ? To which 


' the Secretary Return'd; That he had no 0- 


ther Directions, than to ask hi: the forc- 
going Queſtions; which he endeauour'd by 
many Arguments to have obtain'd his Reply 
unto, under Oath. But Sir Gilbert wholly 
declining. to Swear, and repreſenting, That 
he had come a long and tedious Journey, 
whereof he was weary; deſired ro know, 
How he ſhould be Diſpoſed of ? IWherenp- 
on he was told, That he might go to his Lodg- 
ing, provided he would promiſe to Attend 
the K1NG, and Council, the Monday fol- 
lowing. Where, having, at the Time, 
made his Appearance, he was call'd in, af- 
ter that the Judges had been there a Quar- 
ter of an Hour before him: And His Ma- 
j:/ty was pleaſed ta rell him, That he was not. 
ſent for Thither, to be Charg'd with any 
Crime; but only ta make Oath, whetter 
the late Biſhop of Durbam had. not Cen- 
; ign- 


275 The Jmpoſto2 Etpos'd, &. 


ſtgned to him a Black Box, whercin was 
contained a ContraCtt of Marriage betwixt 
His Majeſty, and the D. of Ms Mother ? 
To which, having Replyd as before; and 
withal, excus'd himſelf from Taking any Oath 
in ſuch Caſes wherein the Law had not pre- 
ferib'd * There were many Arguments usd 
ro perſwade him, and long Harrangues, repre- 
ſenting the miſchievous Conſequentes, which 4 
Doubtful Title -242ht occaſion, But he, 11- 
ſeing upon the Right of an Engliſh-man ; 
namely,That he might not be requir'd to Sw: ar, 
but in ſuch Caſes as the Law had appointed; all 
the Judges, and (in Conjunttien with Them) 
my Lord Chancellor, gave their Opinion, That 
he was obliged by the Law to Take his-Oath, 
in a Matter of this great Moment, ' which 
threatned the Nation with no leſs, than what 
fell out betwixt the Horſes of York and Lan- 
caſter. Which accordingly he did, to the Pur- 
port already intimated; Viz. That he knew 
of no ſuch thing as a lack Box, nor any 
thing relating to ſuch a Contra@t of Marri- 
age, as he was then Interrogated abour, 
Now, my Lord, 1 know not how 4 Gentleman 
could have carry'd it with more True Cou- 
rage and Honour, than Sir Gilbert did; for 
as the Opinion of the Judges was to overrule 
Him, as to what was Law; ſo only a Parli- 
ament is capable of Tudging whether they 

Atted 
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Atted conſonaitly to their Duty : And, till 
that Hapjy Hour come, 1 Commend your 
Lordſhip to the Drvine Protettion, and 
am, 


London , May R 02d 
15th, 1630. Py ” 


. Your moſt Humble Ser- 
vant, &c. 


ANS. The Sum of that Proceeding 
was no other than This; That Sir 
Gilbert, being inform'd againſt upon 
the Premiſes, was Civilly ſent for, Ct- 
villy came; was Civilly-interrogated, 
Civilly and SatisiaQaorily anfwer'd ; 
was Civilly us'd, and Civilly difmiſs'd ; 
the Cheat DeteCted, the People were Sa- 
tisfy'd, and 4/1! Well. 

And becauſe he ſeems to make a 
Mockery of the Contentions betwixt 
the Houſes of Pork and Lancaſter; 1 
cannot but recommend to Conlidera- 
tion, what Calamities this poor King- 
dom ſuſtain'd ; what Butcherizs, what 
Rapines were Here Committed, when 
no Foreign I was in m—_ 

ut 
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but only Engliſh Againſt Engliſh, Mur- 
thering and Deſtroying one another, 
in thoſe Inteſtine Wars! What Maſ- 
ſfacres! what Deſolations of Cities and 
Towns! what'Bloody Battles enſi''d 
the D#i/-inheriſon of the Houſe of York, 
notwithſtanding the- Solemn Reſt2na- 
tion of King Richard the Secend, and 
all.the As of Parliament to Eſtabliſh 
and Confirm it! That, during theſe 
Diſtractions, in the Space of Szxty 
Years, were Seventeen Pitch'd-Battles 
Fought in This Kingdom ; and no 
leſs than 'Ezght Kings, and Princes of 
the Blool ; Forty Dukes, Marqueſſes, 
and Earls ; Barons, and Gentlemen, 
Innumerable , and Two Hundred Thou- 
ſand of the Common People, Slaugh- 
rerd and Deſtroy'd: And, Is not 
This, now, a fine Encouragement, 
think ye, to Embarque for a Second 
Aaventure, upon the lame Coaſts? 
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CONCLUSION. 
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SE QT. XIV. 


Am now got Thorough: And 
could willingly have Here diſ- 
mils'd my Adverſary, and the 

Reader, Both together ; had not 
the Iniquity of the Times, and 
the Dangerous Predominancy of 
Obloquy and Malevolence, which will 
not {uffer even the moſt Loyal 
Words, and Innocent Thoughts, 
to pals Scot-free, forc'd me to 
prels a little further upon the Pa- 
tience of the Latter, and render'd 


M 2 what 
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what follows, of Abſolute Nes# 
ceſlity; /iz,ThatI am a Church- 
ot-England-Man, both up- 
on Choyce and Education ; ne- 
ver Was, nor am likely to be At- 
fectedeither to POPery or Pha- 
naticiim ; no Lozy, Cour- 
tier, Penſioner ; or ever Ob- 
lig'd by King, or Duke, in 
any Particular Grace and Favour ; 
but wholly J1\dependent; That 
what I have Written, is out of 
Pure Love for the Truth, Zeal 
for the Publick ; to ptevent thoſe 
Calamities, which ſeem to do 
more than thfeaten this Unhap- 
py and Diſtrafted Ximzdom ; and 
from which, nothing but God's 
Good Providence, in the Wil- 
dom and Moderation, Courage 
and Prudence of Our King and 
Parliament, is (I fear me) able to 
Dez 
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Defend it: And that thoſe E- 
vident Ty7Kths, which I have des 
liver'd in Relation to the Houſe 
of ( ommons, cannot reaſonably give 
any ſort of Offence, at leaſt if the 
Occaſion be duely Conſider'd ; and 
that the Malice or Arrogance of 
my Antagoniſt, and ſundry 0- 
thers, has carry'd them ſo far, as 
to trample upon all the Poſitive 
and Fundamental Laws of the 
Land, by Publiſhing dayly in 
Print, (either Direftly roo, or by 
palpable plication) to che mani- 
feſt Hazard of the State, That Moz 
narchy 18 not ſo much as Jure Na- 
ture, or Unalterable by Human 
Power, without apparent Vio- 
lence ; but All Forms of Government 
Changeable at the Will and Pleas 
ſure of the People; 11d zDUrs, 
in Particular,Co-ordinace . v1 Worſe. 

M » Lthall 
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I ſhall add no more ;; but ons 
ly Inculcate (as a Farewel, and pers 
haps not altogether Impertinently 
neither) what Aing James (our Brit» 
ziſh Solomon) has ſaid in Pag. 179. 
of His Anſwer to ( ardinal Peron. 
A Breach made by One Miſchief, 
(writes He) muſt not be fill d up 
by a Greater Inconvenience : An Fr- 
rour muſt not be ſhock'd or ſhoulder d 
with Diſleyalty ; nor Hereſy with Per- 
Jury ; nor Impiety with Sedition, and 
Armed Rebellion againſt God, and the 
King. God, Who uſed to try, and 
t> ſchool His Church, will never forſake 
His Church ; nor hath need to Pro- 
tet Fu Church by any Proditoriaus 
Prattices of Perfidious Chriſti- 


ans, 
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